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First clinical report of the Glanders in Siberian tiger
(Panthera tigris altaica)
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In 27th of December 2010 a male Siberian tiger (Panthera tigris altaica) in Tehran zoo was visited and bilateral
signs of acute systemic disease was noticed, epistaxis, inspiratory dispnea, polydipsia, coutaneus ulcers specially
on tail, chest and limbs were recognized.

After sampling and culture from nasal discharge an aerobic, gram negative, immotile and bipolar bacilli isolated.
Clinical signs, characteristic of bacterial infection in addition to the history of feeding with donkey meat without
performing Mallein test were our reason to become suspicious to Glanders that later was confirmed with PCR.
Post mortem examination showed the multiple nasal mucosal nodules, mucosal erosions, cutaneous ulcers with

fistula and sinus formation and yellowish discharge. The tiger was FIV positive too.

Key words: Glanders, Siberian tiger, Burkholderia mallei, Iran
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