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Abstract

Dioctophyma renale (giant kidney worm) included in the order of Ascaridida and family of Dioctophymatidae is a large
nematode that causes a rare disease in dogs and humans. Usually found in a moderate climate. In this clinical report, we
observed dioctophymosis in a pure breed of dog. A six year old German shepherd dog was referred to a vet hospital in
Tehran, Iran, by a history of hematuria and abdominal pain. As a consequence of clinical examination, hematologic work,
ultrasonographic evaluation, and urinalysis, the dictiophymosis was diagnosed. Then by unilateral nephrectomy and
removing the D. renale, the dog was ameliorated. This disease is hardly ever diagnosed and treated. Because of the
zoonatic property of this illness, diagnosis, and treatment before necropsy findings are important. Imaging techniques
like sonography, as well as laboratory tests such as urinalysis, have been shown to be effective diagnostic tools. According
to our knowledge, it is the first report in Iran from a pure breed in a temperate and arid region.
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