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: Abstract

¢ With globalization and rapid changes in the world, regions have chosen the field
: of competitiveness in order to benefit from the most profit and the least loss. To
: achieve this goal, it is important to identify regional and extra-regional
: competitors and potentials. For this purpose, the aim of the current research is to
: explain the regional competitiveness strategies of Kermanshah province. The
¢ current type of research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical
: in terms of research method. The desired data and information were firstly
: prepared through library study and then in the field and asking for opinions from
: 15 experts in urban and regional planning who were selected in a purposeful way
: and using The KODAS decision-making model has been tried; The
: competitiveness of Kermanshah province among the provinces of Iran should be
: determined and investigated. Then, Meta-Swot software was used to identify
:; competitors, explain regional potentials and regional competitiveness strategies.
¢ The results of the KODAS model have shown that only 15 of the 31 provinces of
: the country have positive competitiveness, so that Tehran, Khuzestan and
: Bushehr are ranked first to third with values of 3.4, 2.9 and 2.17 percent, and
: Kermanshah It is ranked 29 with a value of -1.71. The results obtained from the
: Meta-Swot model also indicate that the most important regional competitors of
: Kermanshah province are the three provinces of Khuzestan, Bushehr and Zanjan.
: Also, comparing the competitiveness of the potentials of Kermanshah with
: Khuzestan, Bushehr and Zanjan shows the greatest success and inimitability for
: metal mines, being a border, customs and border bazaars and infrastructure
: facilities of Kermanshah province, and against macro policies, social security,
: Sanctions and relations between countries have been identified as the most
: important obstacles in increasing the competitiveness of Kermanshah province.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Globalization is a wvery complex and
progressing process that has changed the role
of regions in the world system and has caused
changes in cultural-social, economic, political
and legal procedures of regions. One of the
most important requirements of globalization
is to improve competitiveness. Therefore, new
markets, commercial companies and other
companies are looking for new opportunities
to gain competitive advantages. Regional
competitiveness is the ability of a region to
produce and create a market for the production
of goods and services, with appropriate value,
in competition with the products of other
regions, which can cause high and stable
economic growth of the region compared to
other regions. The issue of regional
competitiveness  is  important  because
generally, in terms of economic performance,
there are significant differences between the
regions of a country. On the other hand, many
important levers of competitiveness can only
be applied at regional levels. Kermanshah
province, despite benefiting from potentials
and capabilities in various fields, has not
developed as it should during different periods
and has prevented it from competing to
achieve proportional development. Leading
towards competitiveness and achieving
success in this field requires identifying
competitive opportunities and advantages as
well as creating new competitive advantages.
Therefore, it seems necessary to pay attention
to the capacities and formulate
competitiveness strategies for this province.

Methodology

In terms of method, the present study is
descriptive-analytical and in terms of nature, it
is also among applied researches. The method
of collecting information is library and
navigation. Field information was collected
through questionnaires and interviews with 15
experts and researchers, of which 5 were
university professors and 10 were active
researchers in the field of urban and regional
planning. Also, in terms of the nature of the
data, it is in the category of quantitative and
gualitative research. In the first step, the
competitiveness of the country's provinces was
measured and investigated using the KODAS

model, and in the next step, according to the
experts' opinions, the competitive map of
Kermanshah province with its competitors was
drawn in the Meta-swot software. In the next
step, by identifying macro environmental
factors affecting the regional competitiveness
of Kermanshah province and examining the
effect of the province's resources and
capabilities on these factors, the strategic map
of Kermanshah province was drawn.

Results and discussion

Examining the competitive situation of
Kermanshah region in Iran requires evaluating
the position of this province among other
provinces of the country. Based on this, 31
provinces of the country based on the statistics
of 2015 in 7 indicators (knowledge and
technology, national-international
communication,  economic  performance,
participation, physical-infrastructure factors,
educational-therapeutic and environmental
factors) using a decision-making model Cudas
have been checked. The findings showed the
superior competitiveness of Tehran province
compared to other provinces. In order to
identify the potentials of Kermanshah region
and determine the best strategy at the regional
level, 14 sources with competitiveness have
been identified and 7 goals have been set
according to them. Then a comparison has
been made with Khuzestan and Bushehr
provinces (as the two top border provinces)
and Zanjan (as a neighboring province). The
results show the superior status of Khuzestan
and Bushehr provinces and the same position
as Zanjan province.

Conclusion

The results of the examination of the
competitiveness of 31 provinces of the country
indicate that Tehran province ranks first in
competitiveness with a competitiveness index
of 3.46. In the next order, Khuzestan and
Bushehr provinces are with competitiveness
values of 2.29 and 2.18. The least powerful
provinces in terms of competitiveness are
Lorestan and Sistan and Baluchestan provinces
with competitiveness indices of -2.14 and -
1.72, and Kermanshah is ranked 29th after
these two provinces with a value of -1.71
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percent. The strategic map of competitiveness
has also shown the greatest success and
inimitability for metal-non-metal mines,
border, customs and border bazaar,
infrastructure facilities, as well as the most
compatibility with the competitiveness of the
existence of a common culture and language in

the border areas of the two countries, customs
and bazaar. border, production-transformation
industries, while  macro-politics, social
security, sanctions and relations between
countries have been recognized as the most
important obstacles to the competitiveness of
Kermanshah region.
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