Summer 2022. Vol 13. Issue 49
ISSN (Print): 2228-5229 - ISSN (Online): 2476-3845

Research Paper

Recognizing the principles of creating a sense of spirituality in the
context of religious spaces in the city of Shiraz based on the
concept of hierarchy

Fatemeh Emad?, Khosro Movahed** ,Malihe Taghipour® ,Ali Akbar Heidary*

1, Department of Architecture, Faculty of Architecture, Shiraz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Shiraz, Iran.

2, Associate Professor of Architecture, Department of Architecture, Faculty of Architecture, Shiraz Branch,
Islamic Azad University, Shiraz, Iran.

3, Assistant Professor of Architecture, Department of Architecture, Faculty of Architecture, Shiraz Branch,
Islamic Azad University, Shiraz, Iran.

4, Assistant Professor of Architecture, Yasouj University, Yasouj, Iran.

: Abstract
) : One of the concepts that has faded in the spatial and physical structure of
Received: 2020/11/30 : contemporary cities is the concept of hierarchy. This concept, which is derived
Accepted: 2021/08/13 : from the philosophical foundations and Islamic mysticism, is one of the factors
PP: 194-207 : that can induce a sense of spirituality and holiness in places. Therefore,

i recognizing the basics of spirituality through the concept of hierarchy and using
: them in spatial planning of Shiraz is a goal that this research seeks to achieve.
. With this explanation, the present study seeks to analyze the role of the concept

U . ¢ of hierarchy in the formation of the foundations of a sense of spirituality in the
se your device to scan and

read the article online : context of religious spaces. In this study, the sense of spirituality in the context of
: religious spaces is examined as an independent variable and types of hierarchy as

mored : dependent variables. The method used in this research is descriptive-analytical
;“'.—:‘.}."‘f‘;';:‘ : based on library studies and field research. The theoretical part has analyzed the

¢ extent and manner of expression of the themes of spirituality based on the
: hierarchy in the context of religious spaces. Case examples in this research are
: the texture around the holy shrine of Shah Cheragh, Sahib Al-Zaman Mosque
¢ and Sarollah Hosseinieh in Shiraz and the statistical population of 15 users of
: each of these textures. The results showed that the principles of orientation,
: passage and geometric order have the greatest impact on the formation of a sense
: of spirituality in the context of religious spaces, which can be used in the design
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The principle of hierarchy is one of the
most important principles of Iranian-
Islamic architecture and urban planning,
which in a sense has been proposed as one
of the manifestations of Islamic thoughts
and ideas. This principle in the context of
religious spaces due to the special
characteristics of these spaces has different
mental concepts that are derived from the
philosophical foundations and Islamic
mysticism and induces a sense of
spirituality and holiness in religious
spaces. Nader Ardalan also points out in
his book that beyond this unity and
continuity there is an undeniable
foundation (Ardalan, 2001, quoted by
Tabibian, 1390: 64) which is due to the
creation It is a sense of spirituality. Given
the importance of this principle in creating
a sense of spirituality in the context of
religious  spaces, recognizing  and
recognizing the role of the concept of
hierarchy in creating spirituality is
essential.

The purpose of this study is to identify the
principles of creating a sense of spirituality
in the context of religious spaces in the
city of Shiraz based on the concept of
hierarchy. In order to achieve this goal, a
survey method was used to measure the
effectiveness of spirituality themes in the
form of different hierarchies in the context
of religious spaces in Shiraz. Accordingly,
the most important question of this
research is as follows: What are the basics
of creating a sense of spirituality and what
are the most effective ones in the context
of religious spaces?

Methodology

In this research, different dimensions of
the concept of spirituality and hierarchy
were extracted and then their manifestation
in case studies was examined. In the first
step, by examining the background of

library research and studies, as well as
related concepts in literary and historical
texts, cases that referred to the knowledge
of spirituality and hierarchy were
extracted. The themes related to the
concept of spirituality were presented in
the form of three types of hierarchies
(which were summarized from library
studies), which were introduced in detail
before this section. In the second step of
the research, in order to measure the use of
spirituality themes in the context of the
spaces of the statistical community, it was
determined that the statistical population
of this study was the context of the
religious spaces of Shiraz. Accordingly, 3
case examples from three contexts around
different religious spaces, including the
mosque, Hosseinieh and Imamzadeh were
considered as non-probability purposeful.
In the third step, first a researcher-made
questionnaire was prepared in relation to
the basics of spirituality, then its validity
and reliability were examined by experts
and confirmed. Then, 15 users from each
of the spaces, which were randomly
selected, were asked to fill in this
questionnaire. In the fourth step, after
collecting information, the data obtained in
SPSS 25 software were analyzed and after
discussing them at the end of the research,
the results were presented in the form of
graphs.

Results and discussion

As mentioned in the methodology section,
45 users who were selected by non-
probabilistic purposeful method were
asked to fill in this questionnaire. Then,
the data obtained from the questionnaires
were entered in SPSS 25 in order to obtain
the score of each of the themes and
analyze them. Then, using the correlation
coefficient, the relationship between the
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total score of the themes of spirituality and
their place was obtained.

The results show that the characteristics of
orientation, passage, geometric order,
spatial order, delimitation of boundaries,
materials, light and darkness, odor and
color, because the correlation is less than
five percent, have a significant difference
with their location (texture around the
shrine, Masjid and Hosseinieh) are. Then,
the score of each of the themes of
spirituality in each of the contexts around
Hosseinieh, mosque and Imamzadeh was
examined.

The results also show that the themes of
orientation, passage and geometric order
have the greatest impact on the sense of
spirituality and the themes of descent,
celestial order and smell have the least
impact on the sense of spirituality in the
context of religious places. Also,
considering that the main themes of
spirituality in the texture around the
Imamzadeh are more than the mosque and
Hosseineh, it shows that the texture around
the Imamzadeh has a greater sense of
spirituality, and then the texture around the
mosque and finally the texture around the
Hosseinieh has the least It is a sense of
spirituality. Then, the scores of different
types of hierarchy were obtained by
adding the scores of spiritual sense themes
that were classified in different types of
hierarchies.

This conclusion can be drawn the texture
around the Imamzadeh has the highest
total hierarchy and the texture around the
Hosseiniyah has the lowest total hierarchy.
Also, the hierarchy of place and shape in
the texture around the Imamzadeh are
almost equally important, while the
hierarchy of place in the texture around the
mosque and Hosseiniyah is the most
important and the hierarchy of size in the

texture around all religious spaces is the
least important.

Conclusion

The research findings showed that in order
to increase spirituality in the textures
around religious spaces, orientation,
passage and geometric order have the most
effect and landing, heavenly order and
smell have the least effect. According to
the results, the space around the shrines
needs the most sense of spirituality, while
the space around the mosques need less
sense of spirituality than the shrine and
more need for spirituality than the
Hosseiniyah. Also, the spaces around the
shrines need the hierarchy of place and
shape simultaneously in the first degree
and in the next degree the hierarchy of
size, while the spaces around the mosque
and Hosseinieh need the hierarchy of
places in the first degree and the hierarchy
of places in the second degree. Finally,
they need a size hierarchy. According to
what has been said, the hierarchy is not
important in the first place, contrary to
expectations,  which  indicates the
conceptual nature of the hierarchy and its
understanding in order to create a sense of
spirituality in the context of religious
spaces in Shiraz, which should be
considered. Also, according to the
obtained results, the form and spatial
hierarchy have a greater impact on
creating spirituality than the dimensional
hierarchy, so if the characteristics of the
earth are such that the characteristics of the
dimensional hierarchy can not be
implemented in it. Power can increase the
sense of spirituality by increasing the form
and spatial hierarchy.
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