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This study aims to evaluate the sense of place in Shariati Street, Tabriz, through
a combined lens of positivist and phenomenological geography. It investigates
the three core components that shape place identity: physical structure, activity,
and meaning. In this regard, the role of both physical and mental elements in
forming social interaction and spatial cognition within the street space is
analyzed. The research follows a descriptive-analytical and correlational
methodology and is considered applied in terms of purpose. Data were collected
using both library and field methods.In the physical dimension, factors such as
the type and scale of land use, diversity and mix of functions, residential and
population density, building heights, parcel grain, permeability, and public
accessibility were analyzed. This analysis was conducted using Euclidean
distance functions, neural networks, and spatial statistics within the ArcGIS
environment. Additionally, to assess the impact of physical components on place
identity, field data were collected through questionnaires and analyzed using a
multiple linear regression model.The results indicated that Shariati Street
possesses desirable and high-quality physical characteristics. Statistical analyses
revealed that physical components, with a coefficient of determination of 79%,
significantly influence the formation of place identity. Among these, the
diversity of functions and activities had the highest positive impact, with a beta
coefficient of 49%. These findings highlight the substantial role of physical
attributes in shaping place identity and underscore the necessity for urban
managers and planners to prioritize the enhancement of urban physical quality
in their strategies.
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Introduction

Streets are the link between other public spaces
and the urban form and mental image of the
city, and the place where the theory of
experience connects, so in the discussion of
public spaces, no element is more important or
even more difficult than the street. Considering
the vital role of the street and its comprehensive
presence in all areas, this paper will focus on
qualities from a combined perspective of
positivist and phenomenological geography
that create the ground for identity of place as an
inviting, pedestrian and attractive street.
Therefore, corresponding to this view, the
present study seeks to answer the following
guestions: 1) How are the components of
identity of place in modern Shariati street
spaces of Tabriz city formed from physical and
mental dimensions? 2) How does knowing the
physical and mental dimensions of the
materiality of space affect the formation of
Shariati’s identity of place Street in Tabriz?

Methodology

The present article is applied in terms of
purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of
method. Data were collected using quantitative
models and field studies (researcher-made
guestionnaire). Therefore, due to the nature of
the subject studied in this article to answer the
research question about the identity of place in
the street space of Shariati district of Tabriz,
one of the models 1) "Euclidean distance
function" in ArcGIS environment; 2) neural
networks, 3) the use of spatial statistics. 4) Also
in this article, in order to study the spatial
composition of land uses, the focal statistics
method, which is one of the spatial analysis
statistics in GIS environment, has been used;
Analytical-descriptive  and  correlational
methods have been used to analyze the effect of
physical components on the location of Shariati
St. in Tabriz. The statistical population includes
the visitors and users of Shariati Street, which
is about one hundred thousand people daily.

The sample size was calculated using the
Cochran's formula and 350 people were
obtained. In order to rand and achieve a better
result, the sample size was increased to 400
people. The reliability and validity of the
questionnaire also showed that the research tool
has high validity and reliability. The reliability
of the questionnaire was evaluated using
Cronbach's alpha coefficient and the number
85, which indicates a good result, was obtained.
Multivariate regression model (via SPSS
software) was used to analyze the variables.

Results and discussion

In this study, the physical and spatial
characteristics of Tabriz city street were studied
using different maps and models. Also, the
relationships between variables and the effect
of physical components on identity of place
were analyzed through multivariate regression
model.

Conclusion

The results of studying the maps showed that
Shariati St. in Tabriz is in a good condition in
terms of physical and spatial components and in
terms of permeability, access to street space,
population density and activities, urban texture,
architecture and aesthetics, diversity of use, etc.
It is acceptable and if the existing defects are
taken into account and the defects are
eliminated, the desired physical condition in
this street can be achieved. The results of
regression model showed that the six
components studied have the ability to predict
79% of changes and the formation of identity of
place. According to regression coefficients,
among these six variables, the variables of
building density and visual quality did not have
a positive and significant effect on identity of
place. The variable of land use diversity and
activities had the greatest effect on place
identity and was recognized as the most
important variable affecting identity of place.
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1. Euclidean Distance
2. Spatial Statistics

3. Focal Statistic

4. Focal Variety
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