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Nowadays, the tourism industry is considered as one of the prosperous and
income-generating industries for many countries of the world due to its great
potential and capacity, and one of the sectors of this industry that has received
the special attention of tourists is ecotourism. Chabahar is one of the cities of
Iran that, with its ecotourism attractions, can play an important role in the
political-security development of Chabahar city, Sistan and Balochistan
provinces and the country. Therefore, the aim of the current research is to
qualitatively study the role of ecotourism in the political and security
development of Chabahar. The current research method is a qualitative approach
and the information has been analyzed using thematic analysis. In the qualitative
part of the research and using the method of theme analysis, the opinions of
experts and specialists in Chabahar city have been used. The findings from data
and information analysis showed that 13 main categories related to the role of
ecotourism in the political and security development of Chabahar have been
identified, which include social and cultural consequences, economic
consequences, ecotourism development, security development, Political
development, attraction of capital and tourists, areas of insecurity, identification
and introduction of historical monuments, identification and introduction of
national handicraft villages, identification and introduction of culture and
cultural artifacts, social and cultural inadequacies, economic inadequacies and
the existence and development of infrastructures. According to the findings of
this research, it can be concluded that several factors from the perspective of the
participants affect the role of ecotourism in the political and security
development of Chabahar, which the government should pay serious attention to
in its policies.

Iran.

Citation: Hamidi, E., Mahkouei, H., Gandomkar, A., Khademalhosyni, A. (2024. An Analysis of Ecotourism
and Political and Security Development in Chabahar City. Journal of Research and Urban Planning,

15(58), 61-72.

DOI: 10.30495/jupm.2024.33495.4518

*. Corresponding Author, hojat_59_m@yahoo.com



Journal of Research and Urban Planning

(Isuue 58, Autumn 2024)

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The development of the tourism industry in any
region of the country is an indication of the
stability of political security in that country, and
tourism in the country will flourish when the
government's attention to the safety of tourists
is increased. Tourist destinations are scattered
in all different parts of a country, if security is
provided in these areas, the national and
political security factor of that country will also
increase, and in addition, the entry of foreign
tourists into a country does not only threaten
political security. but also helps to consolidate
it. Therefore, considering that there is a two-
way relationship between the development of
the tourism industry and political security, it
can be said that political security plays a
significant role in the development of the
tourism industry in the country, which should
be given special attention. The cooperation of
the police force to ensure the security of tourists
against political disturbances, facilitating
border affairs due to the presence of security in
the country, creating tourist police with training
appropriate to the tourism industry, ensuring
the security of border areas for the presence of
more tourists, protecting tourists from
pickpocketing and theft, protection against
fraud and deception, Overselling and
underselling to tourists, observing social justice
between domestic and foreign tourists,
increasing consultation and foreign relations for
the development of the tourism industry,
increasing the cooperation of Iranian embassies
to introduce Iran as a safe tourist destination,
trying to reduce negative advertisements and
images. wrongly from Iran in foreign media.
One of the regions of the country that has
received less attention despite the high
capacities of tourism and ecotourism is Sistan
and Baluchistan province and especially
Chabahar Free Zone. And they can be used.
Therefore, despite the efforts made after the
victory of the Islamic Revolution for the
political, social and security development of
this region, it is still tied to issues such as
poverty, smuggling and evil, and Chabahar
region is also affected by these issues and
challenges in this province.

Methodology
The research method of the present study is a
gualitative approach. In fact, the research

method is descriptive-analytical and it is a case
study that uses theme analysis (identification of
a phenomenon) and theme network
(explanation of a phenomenon) in three levels
of basic themes (codes and key points in the
text). The organizing themes (categories)
obtained from the combination and
summarization of the basic themes (and
comprehensive themes (superior themes)
including the principles governing the text as a
whole are designed to design a qualitative
model of ecotourism in security and political
development.

Results and discussion

One of the main categories regarding the role of
ecotourism in  political and  security
development is the social, cultural and
economic consequences, which the participants
of this research with concepts such as the
increase of social network users, population
settlement, social and cultural development, the
use of local forces, security development and
The development of sustainable security has
been mentioned. Based on the special
conditions of Iran's border regions, one of the
effective and low-cost methods to improve
security will be to pay attention to economic
and ultimately socio-political development
through the development of domestic tourism.
On the one hand, due to being a user, it brings
employment and reducing the problem of
unemployment, and on the other hand, tourism
exchange, while establishing more contacts in
different cultures, creates more understanding
and understanding between different ethnic
groups, and despite tourism experts, it can
reduce tensions. It was politically effective and
provided a way for mutual respect, peace and
friendship and national solidarity.

In line with these categories, the participants of
this research pointed to the experience of nature
tourism and ecotourism and believed that
ecotourism in this area of pristine and stunning
nature is one of the most important and rarest
eco-terrorist areas in Iran and the world. The
pristine nature of Chabahar with attractions
such as Martian mountains or miniature
mountains, the pink lake of Lipar lagoon, which
is known as the bride of Chabahar. Chabahar,
with its diverse tourism capacities, can be an
exciting destination for this group of risk-taking
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tourists. The simultaneous existence of sea,
rock, amazing valleys and desert mountains that
end in the sea makes Chabahar a unique
destination for this type of tourists. Another
main category in the development of
ecotourism in Chabahar region is the category
of the existence and development of
infrastructure. Many of the participants in this
research emphasized that by expanding
facilities and welfare in the region and by
raising the level of income and employment, the
level of security will be improved and the
wrong views about lack of security will be
changed and not only the development of
security, but also It will follow the political
development of the region as one of the most
important geopolitical regions of the country
and the world. This finding is in line with the
research results of Imanali (2022).

Conclusion
According to the findings of this research and
the analysis of the participants' interviews, it

can be concluded that ecotourism has an
effective role in the political and security
development of Chabahar region, and it seems
that in order to promote the tourism industry in
the region, the necessary platforms should be
created to reduce It provided economic and
social insecurity and inadequacies in the region
and provided the grounds for political and
security development in the region. Chabahar,
despite the richness and diversity of culture,
civilization, and natural attractions of Waco
Tourism, compared to other countries, has not
gained a place and share in the tourism industry.
Planning to remove any of the mentioned
obstacles can be a way forward in order to
promote the tourism industry; Although the
above factors are practically related to each
other and paying attention to each one alone
cannot solve the existing problems in this
industry, however, with proper planning, it is
possible to solve them in different stages and
with proper prioritization.
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