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Abstract

Shiraz is one of the most attractive Iranian cities for domestic and
foreign tourists, so most of the development plans in Shiraz are based
on tourism. This study investigates the impact of women’s social
participation on their attitude towards sustainable tourism
development in Shiraz. Applying a quantitative approach, this study
conducted a survey method, and an on-site self-administered
questionnaire was distributed randomly to 383 respondents.
Regarding the structural model, the overall model fit statistics are
within the generally accepted thresholds for good fitness. Structural
equation modeling reveals that a significant positive impact of
women’s social participation on their attitude towards sustainable
tourism development is detected. In the measurement model of
women’s participation, the cultural dimension has the stronger
coefficient with latent construct, and for the dependent construct, the
economic dimension has the stronger coefficient with attitude towards
sustainable tourism development. Management participation is the
lowest component of women’s participation that reveals structural
constraints for them. Attitude towards the economic aspect of tourism
development is the highest component and shows the importance of
economic issues for women in Shiraz. Women’s participation can
improve their positive attitude towards sustainable tourism
development, so to gain success on tourism plans, it is necessary to
create a participatory space for women.
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Extended bstract
Introduction

Shiraz is one of the most attractive
Iranian cities for domestic and foreign
tourists. However, since 2020, Shiraz has
suffered an economic decline due to the
negative effects of the Covid-19 pandemic
on the tourism industry, but also tourism is
central in the development plans for Shiraz.
Based on attitude theories, there is an
interaction  between experiences and
attitudes, so in women’s occupation
participation raising, attitude towards
tourism will change.
Applying a quantitative approach, this
study investigates the impact of women’s
social participation on their attitude towards
sustainable tourism development in Shiraz.

Methodology

The paper aims to analyze social
participation’s impact on attitude towards
sustainable tourism development in Shiraz
from women’s perspectives.

Applying quantitative approach, this
study conducted a survey method. The
survey instrument consists of three main
sections. The first section included
questions regarding women’s attitude
towards sustainable tourism development,
measured using a Likert-type scale that
ranged from strongly disagree (1) to
strongly agree (5). The second section
measured women’s social participation.
The last section included demographic
questions.

Utilizing a convenience sampling
strategy, an on-site self-administered
questionnaire was distributed to 383
respondents. An overview of the data was
analyzed with descriptive statistics such as
frequencies with the aid IBM Statistical
Package for Social Sciences 22. To test the
hypothesis, the data entered SPSS 22 for
bivariate correlation analysis. Results of
reliability tests show that the value of
Cronbach’s Alpha for all of the variables is
more than 0.7. Confirmatory factor analysis
(CFA) in AMOS 22 was undertaken to
assess factor structures and structural

equation modeling (SEM) was utilized to
examine structural path within the proposed
model.

The resulting Chi-square/df for the
model had a value of 2.7. Incremental and
absolute model fit indices were also
examined and shown to demonstrate
adequate fit. Following the establishment of
the measurement model, SEM was
undertaken to examine the path associated
with model hypotheses. The structural
model tested the influence of social
participation on women’s attitudes towards
sustainable tourism development.

Results and discussion

The analysis suggests that the
measurements are reliable. Regarding the
structural model, the overall model fit
statistics are within the generally accepted
thresholds for good fit: x2/df = 2.7,
RMSEA = 0.067, GFI = 0.984, AGFI =
0.951. These results suggest that the model
fits well and corresponds to a close
representation of the population of interest.
The square multiple correlation for the
structural equation was 0.32.

The results of the test of the structural
model indicate that sign of the association
between constructs in the model under
analysis were in accordance with
hypothesized relationship. These results
suggest that the proposed conceptual
framework is supported by the data, and
provide support for the validity of the
constructs included in the model.

Conclusion

This study sheds some lights on urban
planners to gain an overview of dynamics
of residents’ attitude towards tourism in
Shiraz. Management participation is the
lowest component of women’s
participation  that reveals structural
constraints for them. Attitude towards
economic aspect of tourism development is
the highest component and shows the
importance of economic issues for women
in Shiraz.
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Women'’s social participation can improve
their positive attitude towards sustainable
tourism development, so to gain success on
tourism plans, it is necessary to create a
participatory space for women.
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