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Investment as one of the components of the development of the
society is of special importance. And domestic or foreign investors
In every society face a series of obstacles and problems to invest.
This reSearch has been conducted with the aim of investigating the
opportunities and challenges of foreign investment™ in “East
Azerbaijan province, with "an emphasis 'on the two commercial
areas of Tabriz and Jolfa. The current research method Is a survey
and a questionnaire was used to collect data. The results obtained
from Cronbach's alpha and factor analysis indicated high_ validity
and reliability of the questions. The statistical population included
forel%n Investments authorities and foreign investors in the Tabriz
and Jolfa. The sample size of 429 people was obtained
Cochran's method in the field of foreign investment. Finally, the
desired samples were selected by proportional stratified samplin
and simple random sampling. In order to analyze the data, SPS
software. was used and structural equation” modeling (Amos
software) was used to test the thegretical model of the research. The
identified challenges of foreign investment_in the two regions of
Tabriz and Jolfa include: cumbersome administrative bureaucracy,
lack of optimal implementation plans, contradictions in
implementation plans, lack of agreement and empathy between
authorities and long investment process. Investment opportunities
also includes more profitability, low production_ cgsts, proper
marketing, proper access to workers and the possibility of more
competition with the products, of the host country. The research
findings show that, there is a significant direct correlation between
the independent variable of social capital (with three dimensions of

articipation, trust and social cohesion) and foreign investment
dependent variable) (r=0.55). Also, examining the €ffect of social
ca]pltal on foreign investment shows that, social capital has a 0.46
effect on the amount of foreign investment. Also, the findings
indicate the fact that, the amount of foreign investment in the two
regions of Tabriz and Jolfa is different and it is reported more in
Tabriz than Jolfa.
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