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Grotesque, as an expressive method in dramatic art, is a fusion of
fear, humor, exaggeration, and metamorphosis that challenges the
contradictions, _ crises, and abnormalities of the modern~ world
through a multi-layered and complex structure by transcending the
boundaries of reality.. This_approach, rooted” in human Tived
experiences during périods of war, repression, and the collapse of
traditional values,” provides a CPlatform for playwrights tq express
their ps%/cholqglcal, social, and cultural concerns in"a multifaceted
form. TheoretiCally, this research is grounded in the ideas of Mikhail
Bakhtin and Harold Bloom; Bakhtin'views the grotesque as a literary
carnival that carries within it the discord and collapse of meaning
while Bloom sees it as a_critical method for revealing deep cultural
and identity-related anxieties. Accordingly, this study conducts a
comparative analysis of three components—metamorphosis, the
synchronization_of tragedy and comedy—in two contemporary
Iranian plays: The Death of the Spider” by Iraj Zohari and The
Questionnaire by Ebrahim Maki. The main question of the research
IS how these two components, within the framework of the grotesque
articulate” the contradictory and multifaceted dimensions_ of
contemporary human existence in_these dramatic works, This
fundamental "research has been carried out through a descriptive-
ana_lgtlcal method, based on case studies from the plays and review
of library sources. The findings reveal that, both dramas through the
use of humorous language, highlight the existential complexities of
characters in their confrontation Wwith fear, identity, and downfall.
Furthermore, the stud_% emphasizes that, the creafive use of the
grotesque can contribute to the qualitative enhancement, of
playwriting in Iran and pave the way for moving beyond superficial
cormedic forms toward a deeper and more thoughtful approach in
contemporary drama.
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