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Children's understanding of migration and their lived experiences
Is a subject that has not been addressed. In the present study, with the
research assumption that emigrating is not an overnight and sudden
decision, but a decision that happens to many after years of living
experience and thinking about it, the approach of Afghan child
laborers about leaving Iran and returning to their homeland has been
discussed. In the present study, using the qualitative method and
descriptive phenomenological approach, the semi-structured in-
depth interview technique has been used to collect research
information. The participants of the study were Afghan children
present at the Parto Support Center in District 5 of Tehran, that 22 of
them were interviewed. To select the participants, purposive
sampling method with maximum diversity was used. The results of
this research, which has been obtained from 11 main themes, namely:
collectivism, self-reliance, early adulthood, network of trustees,
future image, family, work and increasing resilience, traditions and
identity, livability, self and otherness, and violence show that, these
children understand and express their life in a way that indicates
acceptable satisfaction with their situation in Iran. In fact, the
traditions and values of these children's social networks are in line
with the traditions and values of Iran, and this alignment makes them
less likely to migrate to Afghanistan and elsewhere.
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