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Abstract

The aim of the present research was to identify the factors influencing entrepreneurship in the sports
industry. The research method employed in this study was qualitative research with a thematic
analysis approach. Participants in the research included sports management professors,
entrepreneurship professors, and individuals with experience in sports business. The sampling
process was purposeful and continued until theoretical saturation was achieved. Data analysis was
conducted through coding based on theoretical foundations and semi-structured interviews with 20
experts in the field. Validity and reliability of the research were ensured through acceptability,
transferability, and confirmability. The results of the conducted interviews indicated that the
effective factors in entrepreneurship development in the country's sports industry consisted of 60
codes and 4 main factors, including structural factors, environmental factors, behavioral factors, and
technological factors. The research results demonstrated that the perception of young individuals
about their active role in the job market plays a significant role in their future employment.
Therefore, it is suggested that the expectations of young people regarding their future careers be
taken into account. Consequently, the importance of sports employment should be prioritized in the
decision-making agenda, and a database related to sports occupations should be designed within the
framework of sports programs.
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