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Abstract

One of the important events that had a deep impact on Iranian Islamic society is the Karbala incident.
Undoubtedly, the secret of the durability and deep impact of the Ashura incident should be sought in the quality
of this incident and the personalities of the parties involved in it. Ashura rituals are full of meanings and
concepts that create identity and cohesion. Today's Muharram rituals are sometimes the same ones that have
been inherited from the ancient tradition of Shia societies until today, but parts of it have changed and evolved
over time. Religious rites are one of the main components of the culture of societies, which connect people, the
cohesion of the community, give identity and create religious values in the community. The anthropological
study of Muharram rituals and its symbols, as well as the effect and functions of the symbols, is the most
important goal of this article. The working method in this research is using the school of symbolic anthropology
and interpretationism, in a qualitative way, in-depth and in-depth study, presence in the research field and direct
observation along with participation and interview, which also used documentary and library study. The
Muharram ceremony and its symbols strengthen virtues such as courage, anti-tyranny, justice, sacrifice, loyalty
and strengthen social cohesion and identity among people. The characters in the month of Muharram and tazee
ceremony are a symbol of right and wrong. What is transmitted to the people during the Muharram ceremony is
the power of codes and symbols.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Throughout human history, there have been
many tragic events that have had different
dimensions and levels in terms of quantity and
quality, and naturally had different effects and
results in the field of human life. On the
occasion of keeping alive the memory of the
great incident of Karbala, every year various
ceremonies and rituals are held in different
parts of Iran and the world. One of the most
important pillars of Iran's Shia culture and
society, both religiously and culturally, is the
category of mourning in the month of
Muharram (Rashidvash, 2018; 10-1).
Muharram mourning has always been one of
the main centers of religiosity for Shiites, and
it is considered a way for religious
socialization and the new generation and a
platform for the reproduction of their social
and religious world (Farbad, 2017; 18).
Religious symbols in Iran are rooted in
people's inner beliefs and religious beliefs, and
to understand them, one must look at Islamic
culture and art and ancient beliefs before
Islam. Because each of the religious symbols
sometimes sit in the form of the totality of a
ritual, and in some cases, the soul of belief of a
ritual or ceremony is placed in this body in
connection with a purposeful and thought-out
ideal (Mirshekraei, 2013; Shua et al., 2013;
285-53).

Methodology

In this research, the method of research is
anthropology (in-depth qualitative research)
and research was conducted in two theoretical
areas with documentary and library studies and
in the practical area with observation,
conversation (free conversation and semi-
structured interviews) and active participation
in Muharram rituals. has been To collect data
in the theoretical part, by reading texts (books
and articles) and historical and written
documents, files have been removed manually.
In the practical part, data collection has been
done using interview and observation tools.

Results and discussion

The characters of Muharram are a symbol of
right and wrong. According to the belief of
Shiites, the family of Hazrat Ali (pbuh) is the
bringer of truth and the Umayyad family is a

symbol of falsehood, oppression and injustice.
The characters in Ta'ziyeh are recognized by
several factors, the type of hadith, narration
and message they read and through which they
express the purpose and motivation of a good
deed. The titles and attributes attributed to
these characters are famous. In general,
characters in Ta'ziyeh are symbols of saints
and saints (Farbad, 2017; 206). Religious
religious heroes, who are superior, perfect,
powerful and perfect people in the view of the
believers of that religious culture, are imitated
by their followers (Shiites) and play an
inspiring role for them. The most prominent of
these symbols of the religious character of the
prophets are the imams and the infallible ones.
From the point of view of color symbolism and
its role and message in the Ashura ceremony, a
combination of black, white, red, green,
yellow, and to a lesser extent other colors such
as blue, azure and the like have always been
used, and each color has a meaning and a
message. and it is a visual objective sign of a
mental and intangible signification. n the
Ashura ceremony, Shiites also use various
tools, tools and inanimate objects as signs and
symbols in the Muharram ceremony. Objects
such as flag, flag, symbol, cradle, claw,
inscription, coffin, etc... But perhaps the most
well-known symbol of Ashura is the huge flags
that move ahead of the mourning processions.

Conclusion

The summary of the findings showed that the
most symbolic religious ritual in the world
(Muharram) has a significant diversity in
various symbols, these symbols still have a
deep impact on Shiites, and Muharram rituals
have positive individual and social functions.
In terms of the main and sub-symbolic
components, the results showed that the
symbols of the personality, especially the
personality of Imam Hussein (AS) compared
to other symbols of objects, color, place, time,
animals, etc... It has a deeper impact and in the
next ranks are the symbols of objects. From
the point of view of the symbols of time, the
first decade of Muharram itself is a significant
symbolic time period, but the day of Ashura is
the high point of the symbolic time of these
rituals, which boils the blood in the veins of
every Shiite. Considering the symbolic role of
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some places for the believers of this religion,
firstly Karbala itself and the shrine of Imam
Hussain (a) and Hazrat Abul Fazl (a) and
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Abstract

Ukraine has a special place in terms of political and economic geography. On the one hand, it
is the grain center of the world, and on the other hand, if it is called the heart of the world, it is
not an exaggeration. This geo-strategic and geo-economic importance caused America to
ignore all the promises and agreements made in 2014 and to continue the new world order and
lead the world in the policy of dominating the East in the peripheral regions of Russia. This
strategy also caused Russia's political and military provocation and the formation of this
country's aggressive policy in Ukraine. In such a way that Europe along with NATO was
captured by America. In fact, the crisis in Ukraine could create widespread fear among the
international actors that Russia may once again become a big and interfering power in the
international arena. Nevertheless, this research is in a historical-analytical way in answering
the question of what consequences and implications the war in Ukraine can have for the future
of the international order? It seems that the Ukraine war has influenced the international order
as a turning point/motivator, and after the Ukraine war, the international system will enter a
new era. In this research, realism method is used to establish a meaningful relationship
between independent and dependent variables. And by using the theoretical framework,
Mackinder's Heartland theory, it has been tried to provide the necessary basis for reaching a
suitable answer to the proposed question in the research. The findings of the research in the
conclusion are as follows that one of the goals of the American politicians was to prevent
others from dominating the Eurasian region. Here, America can prevent the revival of
Germany on the one hand and, on the other hand, be a balance against Russia.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction:

The Ukraine crisis serves as a powerful
case study in contemporary international
relations. this case Representing the impact of
historical heritage features, the power of
advertising in the digital age, and the complex
interplay of geopolitical interests Is.

Methodology:

In this theoretical research, which was
conducted in a library style, we have analyzed
the subject with a descriptive-analytical
method and relying on the books and articles
written in this field.

Results and discussion:

The geo-economic and geo-political position
of Ukraine has made this country very
prominent for the United States and the
European Union; Also, due to the geopolitical,
geocultural, geostrategic and geoeconomic
position of Ukraine, it is important for Russia.
This country is the most important republic
separated from the Soviet Union, in which
Russia does not stop interfering in any way. In
confirmation of this statement, we can point to
Russia's intervention in the Crimean Peninsula.
In the geostrategic field, the importance of
to exert pressure on the West.
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Abstract

The political-administrative units of the country's divisions are considered to be the most important framework
for the formation of collective identities and functional interactions at the local and district level. Therefore, any
unprincipled changes in the borders and boundaries of these units directly affect the identity and quality of life of
the residents of these units and can lead to widespread tensions and conflicts at the level of the units. In this
regard, one of the most important plans for changes in the country's divisions in Iran was the plan to connect
Fars province to the Persian Gulf through extracting parts of Hormozgan province and annexing it to Fars
province. Therefore, due to the tension aspects of this plan, it was investigated and analyzed The current research
is practical in nature, and in terms of descriptive-analytical method, it is based on library sources. The results of
the research showed that this project have been caused tension through consequences such as the reaction of
local identities, the intensification of local rivalries, the formation of the concept of discrimination and injustice,
the loss of ecological balances and the possibility of increasing the distance between the center and the periphery
in divisional unitse in Hormozgan province.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent years, one of the most important and
challenging plans for changes in the country's
divisions in the south of Iran and in the
framework of the so-called "connecting Fars
province to the Persian Gulf" through the
abstraction of parts of Hormozgan province
and its annexation to Fars province is
proposed. Since its design, it has been
accompanied by widespread protests and
tensions. The possible implementation of this
plan in the future can be one of the most
important centers of tension and conflict in the
country's divisions, causing extensive security,
political, social and cultural consequences in
the south of the country. Therefore, according
to the importance of this issue, in this research,
are investigated and analyzed the tense aspects
of the plan to connect Fars province to the
Persian Gulf.

Methodology

The current research is applied in terms of
purpose and in terms of nature and method it is
a descriptive-analytical research. In terms of
the method of collecting information in this
research, the library method will be used such
as books, articles, news bases and news
agencies. The analysis will also be done using
a qualitative method based on reasoning.
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Abstract

One of the most challenging issues raised in the last few decades is the issue of urban regeneration and solving
the challenge of disordered structures as well as improving the quality of life of the citizens of these areas.
Today, due to high construction costs and the lack of economic capacity of owners of deteriorated fabrics, one of
the methods of renovating and reconstructing these fabrics is the participation of public and private sectors.
Gorgan, like all the cities of Iran, is involved with a problem called the worn-out central and historical fabric of
the city, which is incompatible and incoherent with the new urban life and the characteristics of a modern city.
Therefore, the aim of this research is to identify the internal and external factors affecting the revitalization and
renovation of the deteriorated fabric in the central area of Gorgan city. The research method is descriptive-
analytical and its type is applied. Data collection is done through library and field studies. The statistical
population of the research includes all experts, specialists, managers, and professors in the field of geography
and urban planning, among whom 30 people were purposefully selected as samples for distributing the Delphi
questionnaire. Data analysis was performed using quantitative data and information with the help of (ARC GIS)
software and SWOT technique. Based on the results of interviews and questionnaire data extraction, the score
obtained from the evaluation matrix of internal factors is 1.87; this number indicates that weaknesses in the
region can overcome its strengths (1.87 < 2.5). Also, by examining the evaluation matrix of external factors and
the score obtained (3.04), it is concluded that opportunities will dominate the region's threats (2.58 < 2.5).
Therefore, according to the principles of strategic management, the strategic position of the studied region is
conservative strategies (WO).

Keywords: Renovation, Revitalization, Deteriorated Fabrics in Central Cities, Gorgan

Citation: Rajabi, A., Aghaei Azad, A., Yazarloo, H., (2024) Investigation of Internal and External Factors

Affecting the Revitalization and Renovation of Deteriorated Fabrics in Central Cities (Case Study:
Gorgan City). Journal of Society and Politics, Vol 2, No 6, Shiraz, PP 51-72.

'Corresponding author: Abbas Aghaei Azad, Email: abbas_aghaie70@yahoo.com, Tel: 09125105878



https://sanad.iau.ir/journal/jsp
mailto:abbas_aghaie70@yahoo.com

Society and Politics, Vol 2, No 6, sSummer 2024

52

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Urban development has had significant spatial
consequences for cities, leading to many urban
fabrics, including deteriorated urban fabrics,
facing challenges. One of the most challenging
issues in recent decades is urban regeneration
and addressing the challenges of disordered
fabrics, as well as improving the quality of life
for residents in these areas. Various studies
conducted on old and historic areas in Iranian
cities, as found in relevant articles and books,
indicate that the approach to dealing with these
areas has mainly been based on preserving and
maintaining individual valuable structures,
with less emphasis on specific planning for
upgrading, revitalizing, and restoring social,
economic, and cultural life and enhancing the
quality of spaces in these areas. Without
inclusive planning, top-down approaches, and
without consulting and involving the people as
the main beneficiaries of the programs,
progress cannot be made. In this context,
Gorgan city, like all cities in Iran, suffers from
the presence of deteriorated and inefficient
central fabrics, prompting urban management
to provide new models tailored to the
conditions of each area or region to prescribe
an optimal method for upgrading and
revitalizing. Financial and economic problems
of residents, delayed government facilities
payments, and slow renovation progress have
led the private sector to engage in renovation
projects due to the vast potential of these
fabrics, as well as exemptions and facilities
granted by the government. However, the
involvement of both the public and private
sectors must be planned and managed in a way
that prevents people from feeling distrustful
and hopeless, requiring the definition of
specific mechanisms. Therefore, the aim of
this research is to identify the internal and
external factors affecting the spatial-physical
condition of deteriorated fabrics in the central
area of Gorgan city. The choice of Gorgan city
is due to its pioneering role in the field of
upgrading and revitalizing deteriorated fabrics,
with  discussions on  renovation and
revitalization entering into the operational and
executive  mechanism  of  public-private
partnerships to some extent.

Methodology

The prevailing approach in qualitative and
guantitative research and the type of research
conducted in this study is applied. For data
collection, documentary-library and field
methods were used. In the field studies of this
research, an attempt was made to use
observation techniques and questionnaires.
Qualitative study was conducted using in-
depth  interviews  with  experts and
professionals in the field of deteriorated fabrics
to extract and identify strengths, weaknesses,
and threats. Then, a Delphi questionnaire
design was used with experts and
professionals. The population of this research
includes all experts and professionals,
managers, and university professors in the
fields of geography and urban planning, from
whom 30 individuals were purposefully
selected as samples for distributing the Delphi
questionnaire. Data analysis and quantitative
information were conducted using the (ARC
GIS) software and the SWOT technique.

Results and discussion

Based on the results of the interviews and
guestionnaire data extraction, the score
obtained from the internal factors evaluation
matrix is 87.1; this number indicates that the
weaknesses of the region can overcome its
strengths  (5.2>1.87).  Furthermore, by
examining the external factors evaluation
matrix and the score obtained (4.3), it is
concluded that the opportunities will prevail
over the threats to the region (5.2>2.58). These
results can be used in selecting strategies and
forming internal and external factors matrices.
By using the internal and external factors
matrices and establishing the scores of these
matrices, the strategic position is determined.
Since the total score of the internal factors on
the X-axis is 87.1, and the total score obtained
from the external factors on the Y-axis is 2.58,
according to the principles of strategic
management, the strategic position of the
studied region in the third quadrant of the chart
is determined, and in line with that, defensive
strategies (WO) will be chosen.

Conclusion

The ideal intervention method, or in other
words, the optimal approach to revitalizing and
renovating deteriorated urban fabric, requires
collective efforts from stakeholders in this
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field (citizens, urban management
(government),  experts, investors, and
contractors). A new structure needs to be
formed to establish a flawless revitalization
and renovation production line that can
effectively regenerate the urban landscape. In
addition to physical revitalization and
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Abstract

Decision-making in various fields is a political choice made by government officials, taking into account a set of
factors. The scientific study of the current policies of government officials and the prediction of the
consequences of these policies fall within the responsibilities of policy sciences and serve to promote the growth
and political health of our society. Therefore, removing the dust of ambiguity by politicians to solve social
problems and crises is a reaction to the increasing demands of society and its public political institutions. The
focus on the role of the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance in achieving cultural and social goals and its
connection to the reduction of social harms is the main issue of this research. To clarify and evaluate the impact
of cultural policymaking, looking at four social harms that will guide the research process, a quantitative
research method was used to select a sample of 400 employees from the Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance who have taken action in the twelfth government to improve cultural policymaking and reduce social
harms. This research is descriptive correlational based on data collection methods and exploratory in terms of
data certainty. The data collection tool is a questionnaire, and random stratified sampling was used. For five
hypotheses, regression and Pearson tests were employed. The results of this study indicate that the centralized
management system of social harm has led to the neglect of the roles, actions, resources, and interventions of
other stakeholders in the field of social harm, such as associations, media, international organizations, elites,
affected families, etc. Therefore, by strengthening non-governmental organizations and cultural drivers and
utilizing successful experiences from other countries, it is possible to help control and reduce social harms.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Decision-making in various fields is a political
choice made by government officials,
considering a set of factors. The scientific
study of the current policies of government
officials and the prediction of the
consequences of these policies fall within the
responsibilities of policy sciences and
contribute to the growth and political health of
our society. Therefore, removing the dust of
ambiguity by politicians to solve social
problems and crises is a reaction to the
increasing demands of society and its public
political institutions. The focus on the role of
the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance
in achieving cultural and social goals and its
connection to the reduction of social harms is
the main issue of this research.

Methodology

To clarify and evaluate the impact of cultural
policymaking, looking at four social harms that
will guide the research process, a guantitative
research method was used to select a sample of
400 employees from the Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance who have taken action in
the twelfth government to improve cultural
policymaking and reduce social harms. This
research is descriptive correlational based on
data collection methods and exploratory in
terms of data certainty. The data collection tool
is a questionnaire, and random stratified
sampling was used. For five hypotheses,
regression and Pearson tests were employed.

Results and discussion

The results of this study indicate that the
centralized management system of social harm
has led to the neglect of the roles, actions,
resources, and interventions of other
stakeholders in the field of social harm, such as
associations, media, international
organizations, elites, affected families, etc.

Conclusion

Based on the results of this research,
suggestions and solutions based on cultural
policymaking models in the field of social

harms are presented to the practitioners in this
area:

It is suggested that using successful
experiences from other countries regarding
cultural policymaking in reducing social
harms, the structure of the Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance be changed to align with
ongoing activities. Additionally, successful
methods from other countries can be utilized to
help control and reduce social harms while
preserving the foundations of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

Increasing cooperation between the executive
body and academic specialists in reducing
social harms, training the necessary specialized
workforce, supporting the establishment of
active non-governmental organizations,
utilizing the spiritual atmosphere of mosques
to create vitality and hope for the future,
calmness, and reducing anxiety are other
solutions based on cultural policymaking
models in this area.

It is recommended that cultural policymaking
regarding reducing social harms be promoted
in mass media, highlighting the benefits of
cultural policymaking. If there are services in
the area of reducing social harms that do not
meet individuals' needs, a re-engineering based
on individuals' needs should be carried out for
these services.

Continuation of programs to enhance social
health centered around libraries; transforming
public libraries into drivers for addressing
social issues and harms while enhancing social
literacy by  providing  comprehensive
educational courses and equipping libraries
with educational resources including books,
posters, brochures, publications, digital
magazines, educational toys, and physical and
digital games related to addressing social and
ethical issues.

It is suggested that tools and infrastructures for
cultural policymaking in reducing social harms
be continuously updated. In this regard, new
tools and technologies  for  cultural
policymaking in reducing social harms such as
virtual reality and augmented reality can be
utilized.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This article examines the political and social
pathology of nationalist discourse in
contemporary lranian society, focusing on the
works of two prominent intellectuals, Sadegh
Hedayat and Ahmad Kasravi. The roots of the
term “nationalism” date back to the 13th
century in Europe and transformed into a
political doctrine in the 18th century,
particularly following the French Revolution.
In Europe, the emergence of absolutist states
with centralized political power laid the
groundwork for forming national identities,
and the French Revolution further expanded
nationalist ideologies. In Iran, nationalist
discourse gained increasing significance from
the 19th century onwards, especially during the
reign of Reza Shah Pahlavi. The principal
question of this study is identifying the key
characteristics of nationalism found in the
works of Hedayat and Kasravi, which can be
explored and analyzed through revisiting their
writings. The necessity of this research lies in
the significant influence of nationalism on
modern political and social developments in
Iran, along with the need for a scientific
examination of the causes and factors that
shaped it in the historical context of Iran.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical
approach. Initially, the features of nationalist
discourse in the works of the two prominent
intellectuals, Sadegh Hedayat and Ahmad
Kasravi, are identified. Then, these features are
analyzed within the context of Iran’s
contemporary political policies and social
structures. The investigators utilized historical
sources, cultural discourse analysis, and
content analysis of Hedayat and Kasravi’s
works to derive scholarly conclusions. This
methodology  facilitates an in-depth
exploration of how political and social effects
of nationalism contributed to the reinforcement
of the ruling system during the given era.

Results and discussion

The findings of this study reveal that
nationalist discourse during the era under
analysis, particularly as articulated in the
works of Sadegh Hedayat and Ahmad Kasravi,
emphasized  components  that  directly

supported and strengthened the government of
Mohammad Reza Shah. These features include
portraying the Shah as the “supreme intellect,”
promoting intense patriotism and nationalism,
reinforcing ancient Iranian doctrines,
propagating and glorifying the Persian
language and literature as a fundamental
national identity, reviving ancient Iranian
music, fostering national unity, magnifying the
achievements and accomplishments of the
Shah, bolstering Iranian nationalist identity,
and establishing a symbolic connection
between the Shah and the people to solidify
and perpetuate the Pahlavi regime.

Beyond these specific findings, the article
delves into theoretical frameworks to provide a
deeper understanding of how this discourse
was formed and stabilized. The concept of
“hegemony,” as presented in the discourse
theory by Laclau and Mouffe and rooted in
Gramsci’s thought, plays a central role in this
analysis. Hegemony is seen as a political
process that articulates diverse elements and
temporarily stabilizes identities. From this
perspective, hegemony is not limited to
physical dominance but extends to producing
meaning, ideology, and enabling societal
consensus for establishing and maintaining
power. In this view, individual and social
identities are shaped within “hegemonic
formations,” and no identity exists as a fixed,
pre-established entity. Political agents’ efforts
to stabilize their discourse are considered
hegemonic actions, occurring within a
competitive and contentious social space. A
discourse that can dominate competing
discourses and influence the minds and
ideologies of social entities is considered
hegemonic.

The theory of “power” is also discussed in the
article, aligning closely with Foucauldian
perspectives. From this viewpoint, power is
not something possessed by individuals but is a
factor that constructs society, gives meaning to
the social world, and generates identities.
Power is productive, and the emergence of any
identity or society is the result of power
relations.  Stabilizing or objectifying a
discourse  involves  marginalizing  and
excluding competing possibilities. Therefore,
stabilizing or objectifying a discourse is
impossible without power relations and the
suppression of alternatives, making power a
prerequisite for identity and objectivity. This
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perspective even challenges the notion of
“liberation,” arguing that a society free from
power relations is an impossibility.

The article also traces the historical trajectory
of nationalism in Iran. While implicit forms of
centralized governance and national language
existed in periods such as the Sassanian and
Safavid eras, modern nationalism primarily
emerged during the reign of Naser al-Din
Shah, influenced by European developments.
This modern nationalism adopted an
ideological approach closely linked to
modernity, emphasizing concepts like the
nation, homeland, national language, and
national state. Intellectuals like Mirza Hossein
Khan Sepahsalar and Akhundzadeh played
pivotal roles in promoting these ideas. The
article also discusses “liberal nationalism”
during the period between 1941 and 1953,
which surfaced after Reza Shah’s abdication.
Unlike the purely ancient and racial emphasis
of the previous period, this form of nationalism
emphasized traditions, customs, and local and
religious identities alongside modernity,
reflecting the diversity and evolution of Iranian
nationalist discourse across different eras.

Conclusion

Based on the findings of this study, it can be
concluded that nationalist discourse in the
works of Sadegh Hedayat and Ahmad Kasravi
played a crucial role in supporting and
legitimizing the government of Mohammad
Reza Shah during the political-social context
of the examined era. This discourse, by
highlighting cultural, historical, and symbolic
elements, sought to foster solidarity and
loyalty within society toward the ruling
system. The theoretical frameworks of
hegemony and power effectively illustrate how
this discourse managed to stabilize within
society and impact the minds and social
identities. The process involved generating
meaning, building CONSEeNsus, and
simultaneously marginalizing and suppressing
competing discourses. The article underscores
that this nationalist discourse was a dynamic
phenomenon, with its elements and
functionality undergoing transformations over
time. Ultimately, this research, through the
pathology of this discourse in the works of two
influential intellectuals, serves as a step toward
a deeper understanding of the complexities and

functions of nationalism in modern
history.

Iranian
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Abstract
Political participation, as one of the basic principles in democratic systems, plays a very important role in the
development and stability of societies. In the Islamic Republic of Iran, political participation is emphasized as an
important principle in the constitution and is very important for realizing the goals and values of the Islamic
Revolution. Therefore, this research examines political participation in the Islamic Republic of Iran and its
functions with a descriptive-analytical method based on library studies. Based on this, the five main functions of
political participation, including strengthening the role of women and their participation in cultural and social
scenes, strengthening cultural identity, strengthening the activity of political parties and currents, creating a
cultural platform for people's participation in the country's affairs, and finally strengthening social and political
demands are evaluated. and the hypothesis was raised that political participation in the Islamic Republic of Iran
is the basis for the expansion of the aforementioned functions. In this regard, the concept of political
participation and its importance in the Islamic Republic of Iran, as well as its functions, were investigated, and
its impact on the development of democracy, political system, civil society, and social and political rights of the
people was evaluated. The results of the research showed that in the Islamic Republic of Iran, political
participation in the form of participation in elections and other participatory activities has included the functions
considered in this research, and this is a proof of the existence of political legitimacy in the system. Therefore,
the results of this research can provide a deeper understanding of the role and importance of this partnership and
its impact on the country's political, social and economic development and progress for policymakers in this
field.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Political participation is a foundational element
in the Islamic Republic of Iran, forming a core
principle both in its constitution and in the
daily life of its citizens. It encompasses a broad
range of activities such as voting in elections,
joining  councils, engaging in political
gatherings, and collective decision-making.
Political participation strengthens democratic
institutions, increases government
transparency, and empowers citizens to take an
active role in shaping outcomes that affect
their lives. By fostering civic responsibility
and mutual trust between the people and
authorities, such engagement not only
distributes power more equitably but also
contributes to  social solidarity, the
improvement of citizenship rights, and the
overall development of the country.
Understanding the  many  dimensions,
opportunities, and challenges of political
participation helps policymakers and society
enhance and sustain Iran’s political system.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical
approach, grounded in library studies, official
documents, and academic sources focusing on
political participation in Iran since the Islamic
Revolution. The main objective is to evaluate
five key functions of political participation:
enhancing the role of women, strengthening
cultural and national identity, developing
political parties and movements, creating a
cultural foundation for public participation,
and supporting social and political demands.
The research methodology combines analysis
of the Constitution and Islamic principles with
a review of empirical practices over the past
four decades, drawing upon political science
theories and real-world developments. The
study aims to clarify how these functions
underpin the legitimacy, cohesion, and
development of the Iranian political system.

Results and Discussion

The findings demonstrate that political
participation in Iran delivers several significant
outcomes.

e Women’s Role: Since the Revolution,
women have gained broader opportunities
for cultural, social, and political
involvement, including voting and
representing in assemblies, though certain
legal interpretations may still limit top
leadership roles.

e Cultural and National Identity:
Participation is a means of reinforcing
national identity and social cohesion, as
citizens collectively engage in shaping the
country’s direction.

e Political Parties and Movements: A
vibrant political scene, with stronger
parties and greater competition, has
emerged from  increased  popular
involvement, contributing to improved
governance and political discourse.

e Cultural Foundations: A participatory
culture has developed, raising public
awareness, political literacy, and people’s
capacity for meaningful involvement in
public affairs.

« Social and Political Demands: Elections
have become forums for expressing a
wide range of societal demands, from
those of the emerging middle class to
marginalized communities, ensuring that
the government must respond to the
evolving needs of the population.

Together, these trends have promoted a more
transparent, accountable, and dynamic political
environment in Iran.

Conclusion

In summary, political participation plays a vital
and strategic role in Iran’s ongoing political,
social, and economic development. It not only
signifies the regime’s political legitimacy but
also  supports  democratic  governance,
strengthens civil society, and increases
government accountability. The study finds
that broader, more informed, and better-
organized participation leads to a healthier
democracy and greater social progress. As
such,  policymakers  should  prioritize
supporting public engagement, enhancing
political education, empowering women,
strengthening parties, and fostering
transparency—all critical to sustaining and
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advancing Iran’s political system. Recognizing
and reinforcing these dimensions will help
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