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Abstract

Governments need regular and codified plans to develop. Also, in the international system, for better and more
governments to cooperate with each other, the United Nations has developed and presented programs. For
example, the 17th World Development Program is one of these measures that have been considered. In the
meantime, what helps the faster and coordinated development of countries in line with international programs is
an efficient foreign policy. Regarding the importance of foreign policy that regulates relations between countries,
it should be said that foreign policy is always a reflection of the nature of the government; The level and depth of
change in the foreign policy of the countries is directly related to the form of government system, decision making
model, governing norms and principles and numerous environmental components that return the feedback of
continuity and change into the system. The main goal of this article is to analyze the role of the 17th World
Development Program and the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The main question raised is, what
has been the foreign policy approach of the Islamic Republic of Iran for the 17th World Development Program?
To answer this question, the descriptive-analytical method has been used, using the findings collected by the library
method and internet sites. The results of the findings show that due to the fact that the issue of development is
considered in the foreign policy programs of the Republic of Iran, but in line with the seventeen goals of global
development, effective measures are not observed in the approach and behavior of the foreign policy. The state of
poverty and underdevelopment of some provinces of the country such as Sistan and Baluchistan, environmental
indicators in the country (problems of water shortage, drying up of wetlands and lakes) are examples of the lack
of an effective approach in foreign policy.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The objectives outlined in the 17th development
program play a pivotal role in realizing foreign
policy objectives, such as fostering stability and
peace. For instance, attaining stability in
conflict-affected and extremism-prone nations
necessitates ensuring livelihood security and
bolstering governance—integral aspects of
sustainable development. However, it is
precisely in these challenging circumstances
that advancements toward the goals of the 17th
development program encounter notable
obstacles. Several factors contribute to this,
including the difficulties of operating in fragile
contexts, the risk-averse and results-oriented
nature of development funding, and
apprehensions regarding inadequate returns on
development investments (Carius et al.,
2018:2). Consequently, the central question
posed in the article pertains to the impact of the
17th World Development Program on Iran's
foreign policy. How does Iran perceive and
respond to this program?

Methodology

This article employs the descriptive-analytical
method to analyze the 17th World Development
Program and the foreign policy approach of the
Islamic Republic of Iran. The research
methodology utilizes findings gathered from
library sources and internet sites.

Results and discussion

The 17th World Development Program is one
of the plans formulated by the United Nations,
aiming to achieve 17 Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) by 2030. The member countries
of the United Nations adopted these goals to
address issues such as poverty, inequality, and
climate change. Iran's foreign policy is
influenced by the challenges of achieving these
goals, particularly in the environmental sector,
where the country faces challenges reflected in
the Environmental Performance Index. Iran's
ranking has seen significant fluctuations, with
notable declines in air quality, but
improvements in agriculture and nitrogen

efficiency. The evaluation of environmental
performance provides insight into Iran's
progress and areas requiring attention. lran's
environmental performance ranks 133rd
globally, with notable weaknesses in
biodiversity (133rd), fisheries (110th), health
impacts (109th), air quality (109th), water and
sanitation (101st), climate and energy (97th),
water resources (92nd), and agriculture (68th).
A 2016 reassessment reveals a decline,
particularly in air quality, dropping from 52nd
to 109th. The "Global Footprint Network"
report indicates a simultaneous decline in per
capita biocapacity and a rise in the ecological
footprint from 1961 to 2012. Iran's per capita
biocapacity was 0.9 global hectares in 2012,
with an ecological footprint of 8.2, placing Iran
in the red list of ecological debtors.

Conclusion

Based on Iran's foreign policy approach and
ideological perspectives, policymakers seem to
pay little attention to these seventeen goals. For
instance, in the environmental sector, current
indicators reveal the country's low rank in
environmental management. In the poverty
reduction and inequality sector, one of the
seventeen development goals, a favorable
situation is not evident. While examining each
of these goals and the impact of the Republic of
Iran's foreign policy on them isn't feasible in
this article, the focus on the environment
underscores Iran's limited success in this aspect.
The available statistics indicate an unfavorable
environmental situation, ranging from water
crises to lake drying, forest fires, and
desertification, signaling the need for a change
in the foreign policy approach. In addressing
poverty and inequality, another goal of the 17th
World Development Program, statistics fail to
demonstrate an optimal situation in Iran.
Provinces like Sistan and Baluchistan, given
their coastal location, reflect the poverty
scenario. To achieve poverty alleviation and
establish satisfactory welfare nationally, a
change in foreign policy is necessary by
attracting essential foreign investment
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