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Abstract

The concept of justice and the system based on it has always been one of the important topics of political thought
and philosophy. John Rawls, one of the greatest contemporary political philosophers of the West, in his book
Justice as Fairness, tries to explain in a political understanding of justice, the necessities of realizing the greatest
possible freedom and equality for the citizens of a democratic society. The theoretical framework of the article is
the theory of justice as fairness and the research method is discourse analysis. The main question is to what extent
is it possible to infer the justice system as fairness according to Rawls from the discourses of the Islamic Republic?
In this connection, one of the main topics is the discussion about the ratio of public interests and individual and
group interests, because according to Rawls, the justice system is the institutionalized area of public interests,
which is due to the institutions of the basic structure of society, which is also associated with the existence of the
country or The existence of the nation-state is ongoing. The aim is to examine the dual position of good (individual
and group interests) and right (public interests) from Rawls' point of view in the discourse of the Islamic
government as the super discourse of the Islamic Republic. In this regard, the opinions of Morteza Motahari and
Abdullah Javadi Amoli, two well-known clerics, have been examined as the main conceptualizers of the analysis
of the discourse of justice, from which the possibility of extracting a theory of justice close to justice as fairness
can be calculated. The result is that Motahari's point of view is more capable of interpreting the justice system as
fairness in the discourse of political Islam than Javadi Amoli's point of view.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the central themes in the analysis of the
relationship between the discourse of the
Islamic Republic and John Rawls' concept of
justice as fairness is the examination of the
relationship between public interests and
individual and group interests. John Rawls
posits that the justice system represents a
political framework grounded in a political
understanding of justice, offering an elucidation
of the prerequisites for achieving maximum
freedom and equality for the citizens of a
democratic society.

Within the framework of justice as fairness,
freedom is realized within the justice system,
which serves as the institutionalized realm of
public interests. The justice system is then
implemented by various institutions responsible
for safeguarding public interests, or, as Rawls
describes them, the institutions comprising the
basic structure of society. These institutions
encompass public entities, notably the judiciary,
as well as social institutions such as the market,
property, and family. They collectively ensure
the legitimate liberties and equalities, or
inequalities as required, among citizens within
a cooperative system among free and legally
equal individuals.

The significance of this discourse lies in its
application to the justice-oriented approach of
the Islamic Republic. It underscores the need to
simultaneously consider both public interests
and the interests of individuals and groups while
aligning with the latest ideas presented in this
domain.  Equally important is  the
acknowledgment of how John Rawls
meticulously resolved the conflict between the
concepts of good and right within his
framework.

The necessity for this discussion is closely tied
to the fundamental values upon which the
Islamic Republic was founded, namely, the
emphasis on the freedom and democracy of the
system. As highlighted earlier, Rawls' justice as
fairness provides a framework for realizing the
highest attainable levels of freedom and
equality for the citizens of a democratic society,
making it relevant to the principles on which the
Islamic Republic is built.

Methodology

From a typological perspective, our research
falls within the theoretical or foundational
category. In terms of the descriptive method, we
employ a discourse analysis approach.
Concerning the research strategy, our approach
is qualitative and comparative. Lastly, our data
is sourced from both primary texts and
documents that reflect opinions and discursive
positions, as well as secondary analyses.

The methodology employed in our research
revolves around discourse theory. Our research
method comprises several key steps:
Establishing the theoretical and conceptual
foundations of justice as fairness. Designing the
research method for discourse
analysis.Referencing the concept of expediency
within the discourse of the Islamic government.
Analyzing the feasibility of deriving the
principles of justice as fairness from within the
discourses of the Islamic Republic.

Comparing the theories of justice derived from
Islamic discourse with justice as fairness.

Results and discussion

In this article, we explored the implications of
the fundamental concept of expediency within
the discourse of an Islamic government. The
concept of public interest is a significant
component of the justice system, akin to John
Rawls' idea of fairness. Understanding the
significance of this concept within the
framework of the Islamic Republic's discourse
can be instrumental in analyzing the dual roles
of the good and the right within the discourse of
the Islamic government, which serves as a super
discourse encompassing the various smaller
discourses within the Islamic Republic. In the
discourse of the Islamic government, the
concept of expediency is articulated within the
comprehensive religious doctrine in a
teleological sense, aiming to achieve the highest
good as derived from that overarching doctrine.
Unlike the concept of public expediency, which
can be inferred from Rawls' justice as fairness,
stemming from a social contract and applied to
the foundational structure of a national society,
the concept of expediency within the discourse
of the Islamic government, on one hand, is
oriented towards the good as determined by the
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comprehensive doctrine of the Islamic
government. On the other hand, it encompasses
not just the people of a national community but
also the oppressed Muslims worldwide. To
deduce the establishment of the justice system
as fairness from the existing discourses within
the Islamic Republic, our focus was primarily
on the viewpoints of Motahari and Javadi
Amoli, as they have garnered significant
influence among various political currents and
discourses, facilitating potential convergence.
By analyzing their thoughts on justice, we
assessed the opportunities available within the
discourse of the Islamic Republic to align with
justice as fairness. The outcome reveals that,
much like Rawls in the Western context,
Motahari and Javadi Amoli are preeminent
contemporary Islamic and Shiite thinkers. Their
perspectives, either independently or as
interpreters of various social and political
theories within the tradition of Imami
jurisprudence, hold a decisive theoretical
position within the prevailing discourses in the
Islamic Republic. Rawls posited that the
distribution of fundamental goods, particularly
basic  liberties, should be equitable.
Distributional inequalities can only be justified
under two conditions: when they are based on
individual effort or when redistribution occurs
to benefit the most disadvantaged individuals.
Motahari, on the other hand, delineates three
levels of distribution: equal distribution of basic
amenities, distribution based on individual
merit, and the redistribution of resources to
achieve social equilibrium. Javadi Ameli
emphasizes the inclusive nature of the concept
of justice and expands it into a comprehensive
doctrine of truth. In contrast to Rawls, he does
not confine justice solely to politics.
Consequently, Motahari's perspective and the
discourse stemming from it can be closely
associated with the concept of justice as
fairness.

Conclusion

One of the most significant points of
convergence between the perspectives of justice
according to Rawls and Motahari is the belief
that the essence of justice transcends

comprehensive and even religious doctrines.
They both advocate for the equal distribution of
basic amenities and emphasize that in both
distribution and redistribution, two conditions
must be met: individual merit and the
empowerment of the most disadvantaged
members of society. They recognize that those
who are trapped in poverty and disability cannot
escape without assistance. However, the points
of divergence between these two thinkers lie in
the origin of the legitimacy of justice, the
method of resource redistribution, and their
perceptions of the nature and quality of
freedoms. The fundamental distinction in their
views on political justice is not merely about the
implementation and acceptance of political
justice; it stems from their differing goals and
foundational principles. In Javadi Ameli's
perspective, political justice is absolute and
aligned with truth, whereas in Rawls' view, it is
relative and aligned with profit and power.
While both thinkers believe in the acceptance of
political justice, Rawls' concept of justice as
fairness relies on the acceptance of the rule of
the original position and the social contract by
both the people and the government. This leads
to unity despite differing opinions and
preferences, with a focus on achieving worldly
objectives. This unity is horizontal in nature.

In contrast, in Javadi Amoli's conception of
political justice, it is considered as a
manifestation of truth and depends on the
recognition of truth and its implementation by
both the people and the government. This leads
to unity that encompasses both horizontal and
vertical directions, aiming for both worldly and
otherworldly goals. The goal of political justice,
as envisioned by Javadi Amoli, emphasizes the
necessity of continuous progress and
movement,  preventing  corruption  and
stagnation within the realm of political justice.
In Rawls' perspective, due to the instrumental
nature of political justice, movement holds little
significance, and it is prone to corruption, as its
essence lies in utilitarianism. In summary, it can
be argued that the outcome of political justice in
Javadi Amoli's thought is profound and
sublime, whereas in John Rawls' thought, it
leans more towards liberalism.
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