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Abstract

The role of culture as a spiritual aspect and civilization as a material aspect are two important topics in the field of
identity and national identity of the Islamic Republic of Iran. These two inseparable and reinforcing elements have
been of great importance in the history of Iranian civilization. In the Islamic Republic of Iran, due to the
explanation and emphasis on civilization based on the discourse of the Islamic Revolution, the issue of
civilizational identity has been considered as a main issue in cultural policy. Based on this, the main question of
the research is, what effect did cultural institutions have on the institutionalization of modern Islamic civilization
in the Islamic Republic of Iran? The main hypothesis is that cultural institutions, knowing the goals and nature of
different layers of modern Islamic civilization based on educational, media and cultural and political socialization
components, should act in the direction of institutionalization and reproduction of modern Islamic civilization.
According to the nature of the discourse of the Islamic Revolution and the viewpoint of the Supreme Leader, as
well as the programs formulated in the field of cultural policies, it is possible to achieve the civilizational identity
and its development and deepening. The research method is a qualitative method, and the method of collecting
information in a library and analyzing the collected data is qualitative analysis.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Ethnic, religious, cultural, and social identities
all fall under the umbrella of national identity.
It can be argued that in the current era, with the
dominance of the "nation-state” element,
national identity is considered the most
prominent form of identity. Simultaneously, the
overarching objective of identity politics is to
effectively manage identity connections within
a political framework, with the aim of
establishing and sustaining a comprehensive
and enduring national coalition. However,
various approaches are often devised to achieve
this goal, which are influenced by ideology,
historical circumstances, cultural perspectives,
and the values and perceptions of decision-
makers and the general populace. In line with
this, the Islamic Republic of Iran, guided by the
discourse of the Islamic Revolution, should take
measures to construct an Islamic civilization
that corresponds to the demands and conditions
of the time. Considering the role of cultural
institutions in this endeavor, it can be argued
that by developing a profound understanding of
the obstacles and limitations involved, the
desired objective can be attained. Therefore, the
central research question focuses on examining
the impact of cultural institutions on the process
of institutionalizing modern Islamic civilization
in the context of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Methodology

The research methodology employed is
qualitative in nature, utilizing a library-based
approach for data collection and employing
qualitative analysis methods for analyzing the
gathered data.The current research is grounded
in the conceptual framework of the institutional
approach. According to this perspective, the
examination of political institutions holds great
significance. Institutionalists delve into the
decisions and behaviors of individuals within
the institutional structure, placing a primary
emphasis on the institution itself in their
analysis. They demonstrate how institutions,
through intricate mechanisms, both impose
constraints on actors' behavior and possess an
enabling capacity.

Results and discussion

The concept of Islamic civilization, as discussed
within the framework of the Islamic Revolution
discourse, encompasses several stages that are
based on the viewpoints of the Supreme Leader.
We will elaborate on these stages here.
According to Ayatollah Khamenei, the Islamic
revolution has five objectives, which he
explains as follows: "We had an Islamic
revolution; then we established an Islamic
system; the subsequent stage is the
establishment of an Islamic state; the following
stage is the establishment of an international
Islamic civilization." From His Holiness'
perspective, we are currently in the third stage,
wherein our aim is to create a system, an
organization, and a government that can
actualize these objectives. This process is
lengthy and challenging, commencing with the
Islamic  revolution, followed by the
establishment of the Islamic  system.
Subsequently, the focus shifts towards the true
establishment of an Islamic state, involving the
cultivation of the qualities and methods of
statesmen. This represents the third stage,
which we interpret as the creation of an Islamic
state. The fourth stage pertains to the Islamic
world. If we successfully navigate through this
stage, it leads to the formation of an Islamic
world. Such an Islamic world can emerge from
an Islamic country.

Conclusion

Cultural institutions in Iran following the
Islamic Revolution serve as strong indicators of
the functional utilization of national identity.
These institutions have multiplied significantly
after the Cultural Revolution, owing to the
cultural essence of the Islamic Revolution.
Many of these cultural institutions are affiliated
with various ministries and organizations, while
others operate independently under religious or
quasi-religious entities within the country. One
notable example is the Ministry of Culture and
Islamic Guidance, which oversees a broad range
of cultural institutions and plays a significant
role in preserving the national identity post-
revolution. The function and activities of this
institution serve as a cornerstone for nurturing
national identity in multiple ways, provided that
the support for national identity does not
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contradict the revolutionary and Islamic
identity. Iran's cultural history encompasses
several elements that can be perceived as
unifying and essential components of national
identity. Hence, the genuine and effective
solution lies in establishing cultural institutions
based on the principles outlined in the
aforementioned documents and the constitution

of Iran. These institutions should strive to
cultivate and perpetuate national identity in line
with contemporary developments. By adopting
such an approach, the extensive and
comprehensive efforts made can foster a
distinct form of national identity, ultimately
fostering "unity within diversity."
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