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Abstract

The aim of the present study, which was conducted through library studies and a descriptive-analytical method,
is to criticize and examine the famous views on the political legitimacy of the government and explain its
components from the perspective of the Commander of the Faithful Ali (AS). There are various views on the
political legitimacy of governments, three of which are adherence to ethics and justice, which Plato and Aristotle
supported, the social contract, which Hobbes and Rousseau advocated, and divine permission, which is one of
the oldest supporters of this theory, Saint Augustine, a Christian philosopher and theologian, and has also been
considered by some Muslim thinkers with a different perspective from him. The research data showed that
although all three major criteria of legitimacy in the speech and behavior of the Imam (AS) were theoretically
considered by him and have also come to the fore in practical terms, his main emphasis is focused on his
appointment by divine command and by the Holy Prophet (PBUH). As a result, it can be acknowledged that in
the view of Imam Ali (peace be upon him), a government is legitimate if it first has divine permission and, in
subsequent stages, gains the consent and support of the people for its establishment and continuation, and
observes the principles of morality, justice, and the preservation of public interests in practice.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

1. Statement of the Problem

Political legitimacy is a cornerstone of any
stable and enduring political system.
Throughout history, different philosophical
traditions have proposed various
foundations  for legitimacy. Western
political thought has developed prominent
theories such as Ethics and Justice (Plato
and Aristotle), Social Contract (Hobbes and
Rousseau), and Divine Permission (Saint
Augustine in the West). In Islamic political
thought, particularly in the teachings of
Imam Ali (AS), legitimacy incorporates
moral principles, social consent, and divine
appointment. While Western views often
prioritize  human-centered frameworks,
Imam Ali’s (AS) perspective blends these
with a divinely mandated authority. This
study addresses the problem of comparing
and analyzing these differing
conceptualizations of legitimacy to identify
their points of convergence and divergence
and to explore their relevance for
contemporary governance.

2. Research Methodology

This research employs a descriptive—
analytical method, relying on qualitative
analysis of primary and secondary textual
sources. Library research has been the
principal means of data collection, including
classical Islamic texts such as Nahj al-
Balagha for Imam Ali’s (AS) political
thought, and core works of political
philosophy for the views of Western
thinkers. Comparative analysis was applied
to examine alignment and distinctions
between the two traditions.

3. Data and Analysis

The data set comprises documented sayings,
letters, and policies of Imam Ali (AS),
alongside selected texts from Plato,
Aristotle, Hobbes, Rousseau, and Saint
Augustine. The analysis reveals that Imam
Ali’s (AS) model includes three main
components: divine appointment and
sanction, public consent, and ethical
governance rooted in justice. In governance
practice, he emphasized public satisfaction,
the safeguarding of rights and public

welfare, equality before the law, and strict
adherence to justice. In contrast, modern
Western philosophers have generally shifted
toward grounding legitimacy in the will of
the people, contractual governance, and the
recognition of natural rights—approaches
that have advanced democratic systems but
may lack a spiritual or moral anchor.

4. Findings and Results

The research finds that Imam Ali’s (AS)
thought  offers a  multidimensional
framework for legitimacy that is both
principled and practical, intertwining moral
integrity, divine authority, and popular
approval.  Western  models  provide
important mechanisms for representation
and rights protection but risk detachment
from moral foundations. The study
concludes that combining the strengths of
both perspectives could inform modern
governance. Recommendations include:
drafting a “Charter of Governmental
Justice” based on Nahj al-Balagha, training
political elites to integrate divine and
popular legitimacy, and reforming laws
according to justice and public consent.
Such measures could strengthen genuine
legitimacy and enhance governance quality
in contemporary societies.
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