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Abstract

The mission of religion is to guide and manage individuals and societies in both theoretical and practical realms.
For this reason, philosophy, political science, economics, and culture must be understood and implemented in a
way that fulfills this mission, along with development and progress, social justice, and individual well-being for
all members of society. Solely focusing on the theoretical realm in rational and transmitted sciences, as well as in
Islamic seminaries, universities, and research centers, cannot alone fulfill this mission. Therefore, attention to the
policy-making and applied aspects of religious knowledge, and generally "religious governance," is essential.
The concept of "gooé) governance" has attracted significant attention in social sciences over the past three
decades. According to the latest definition by the World Bank, good governance refers to the adoption of
transparent and 1[;redictable government policies. In a report, this institution addressed the impacts of poor
governance on the economic growth of developing countries and identified weaknesses in implementing the
principles of good governance as one of the most significant obstacles to development in these countries. This
research, using an "applied-descriptive and library" method and a "comparative study between variables"
research type, seeks to answer the question: In the field of public policy-making in Iran, which one, the model of
religious government or good governance (global definition), provides better conditions? The research objective
is to understand the strengths and weaknesses of the religious government model and the good governance
model for use in policy-making in the Iranian-Islamic society. Therefore, considering the principle of
indigenization in public policy-making, based on the research findings, the religious government model is more
suitable for public policy-making in the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Since the 1960s, development has become an
increasingly central concept in political and
social sciences. Consequently, development
programs and processes are designed at micro
and macro levels in various countries with the
aim of achieving  sustainable  and
comprehensive development. Social science
theorists have presented diverse approaches
and models to explain the concept of
development. One of the most recent is the
"Good Governance" model, which, according
to the latest World Bank definition, includes
characteristics such as transparent bureaucracy,
accountability of executive bodies, active
public participation in social and political
affairs, and the equality of all before the law.
Good governance means effective and efficient
management of a country's resources for
developmental goals. This concept involves
institutions and  mechanisms  enabling
individuals and social groups to pursue their
legal rights and interests within existing limits.
The good governance model, by restructuring
social forces into networked structures,
positions the state alongside a society with
diverse actors and emphasizes prioritizing
either the state's or society's role in
development. This interaction and coordination
among social institutions towards shared goals
is a key feature of good governance. Alongside
these, "Public Policy" is another important
concept examined here. Public policy refers to
government actions for managing public
affairs correctly. As an academic discipline
globally recognized for about four decades, it
involves policy and political processes to solve
public problems. Its stages include agenda
setting, policy formulation, policy adoption,
policy implementation, and policy evaluation.
This research addresses two main questions:
For public policy-making in Iran, which
provides better conditions: the model of
religious governance or good governance (as
defined internationally)? & Can the religious
governance model, a traditional concept, be
used for today's modern societies? The authors'
goal is to understand the strengths and
weaknesses of the religious governance and

good governance models for use in public
policy within the Iranian-Islamic society.
Methodology

The research employs a mixed methodology
combining "applied-descriptive and library-
based" methods with a "comparative study." It
is "applied" because it seeks a practical
solution to improve public policy in Iran based
on the two models (religious or good
governance), not just theoretical insight. It is
"descriptive” as it explains features,
dimensions, and conditions of "religious
governance" and "good governance." "Library-
based" signifies that data and information were
primarily collected by studying and analyzing
written sources. Finally, it's a "comparative
study" as it systematically analyzes and
contrasts the religious governance model and
the concept of good governance (international
definition) regarding public policy in Iran to
determine which is more suitable.

Results and discussion

This section discusses the characteristics and
core principles of religious governance in the
Islamic Republic of Iran and its intersection
with public policy and good governance.
Religious governance is defined by accepting
"religious authority" as the reference point for
societal administration.  Key  principles
discussed are:

Sovereignty: In Islam's political system,
sovereignty rests on God's ownership and
Lordship, contrasting with individual, class, or
popular sources.

Power: God is the ultimate source of all power
in Islam. Any power not from His will and not
legitimately delegated is considered taghut
(non-religious rule). Power is sacred due to its
divine origin and is delegated to the Prophet,
Imams, and just jurisprudents.

Legitimacy: Derived from "Sharia” (Islamic
law), this term refers to things permissible by
Sharia. Politically, it means the validity and
acceptance of the government by the governed.
In religious governance, legitimacy includes
both the rulers' right to rule and the governed's
recognition of this right.

People’s Vote / Principle of Consultation
(Shura): Despite divine sovereignty, this
concept acknowledges the people's right to
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choose. It references Quranic verses on
consultation and Imam Khomeini's views on
respecting the nation's vote and avoiding
imposition. This suggests a role for popular
participation within the religious framework.
Place of Law and the Rule of Law: The text
highlights the historical link between law and
government. Rule of law, though complex and
evolving, is vital for order, justice, equality,
and human rights. In the Islamic Republic, the
constitution bases the system on Islamic
principles, making Sharia the primary source
of law. Laws must conform to Islamic criteria
(Article 4 of the Constitution), a principle
overriding others. The system is a "Rule of
Divine Law" where all, including leaders, obey
God's law. The principle of "equality of the
public before the law™ is also constitutional
(Articles 3 and 107). This research assessed the
constitution's  compatibility ~ with  good
governance principles.

The discussion links public policy to broader
governance, viewing it as an interdisciplinary
field concerned with power dispersal,
decentralization, and increased reliance on
consultation and citizen participation, moving
from traditional state control. Inefficient state-
centric approaches prompted this shift towards
valuing non-state actors more. Policy design is
seen as developing innovative solutions
("intelligent design™) for complex problems. It
involves defining goals and the means
(instrumental rationality) to achieve them,
turning unstructured political problems into
structured ones. Key factors for systematic
design are problem sensitivity, framework
development, skill in choosing approaches, and
balancing analytical and political factors.
Conclusion

This comparative analysis shows that the
religious governance model in the Islamic
Republic of Iran, while having distinct
theological and jurisprudential bases, has
significant overlaps and potential
compatibilities  with  good  governance
principles. Answering the research questions,
the study suggests that the religious
governance framework, understood through
principles like divine sovereignty, delegated
legitimate power, popular participation (via
Shura), and the centrality of Sharia-derived
law (interpreted dynamically), can form a basis
for public policy in a modern society. The
initial hypothesis that religious governance

aligns with good governance in many ways
and can be a source for policy-making if
implemented correctly seems supported by
analyzing its core principles and constitutional
foundations.
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