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Abstract

People's political participation in various governmental and non-governmental arenas is one of the necessities of
the political system of any government. Political culture is a part of society's general culture, which includes the
orientation of society's people towards political issues. Although some social and political science thinkers
believe that culture cannot be divided into various components such as political culture, etc., another group
believes that separating political culture from culture in its general form is not only useful but also necessary in
some cases. It was because in this case it is possible to study the cultural aspects of politics independently of
other aspects of politics and to study the political aspects of culture separately from its other constructs. In this
way, there will be more possibility for a more systematic analysis of politics and culture. The purpose of the
current research is to describe and explain the role of political culture in the participation rate of Ahvaz citizens
in elections. This article is based on a survey method and by studying a sample of 384 men and women living in
the city of Ahvaz, who were selected using systematic sampling, and a questionnaire was used to collect data. To
investigate the effectiveness of political culture as an (independent)variable in political participation (dependent
variable)according to the structural equation model, we find: the cognitive dimension has an impact on the
emotional dimension with a coefficient of 0.50. The cognitive dimension affects the value dimension with a
coefficient of 0.86. The value dimension affects the emotional dimension with a coefficient of 0.46. The
emotional dimension has an influence on the political participation dimension with a coefficient of 0.76.
Cognitive and value dimensions do not have a significant effect on political participation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

People's political participation in various
governmental and non-governmental arenas is
a necessity of the political system of any state.
Political culture is a part of the general culture
of society that includes the orientation of
individuals in society towards political issues.
Although some social and political science
thinkers believe that culture cannot be divided
into various components such as political
culture, etc.,, another group believes that
separating political culture from culture in its
general form is not only useful but also
necessary in some cases because in this case, it
is possible to address the cultural aspects of
politics independently of other aspects of
politics and to study the political dimensions of
culture separately from its other constructs. In
this way, more possibilities will arise for a
more systematic analysis of politics and
culture. The purpose of the present study is to
describe and explain the role of political
culture in the level of participation of citizens
of Ahvaz in elections.

Methodology

This article is a survey study on a sample of
384 men and women living in Ahvaz city, who
were selected using systematic sampling, and a
guestionnaire was used to collect data. To
examine the effectiveness of political culture
as an independent variable in political
participation (dependent variable), according
to the structural equation model, we find that:
The cognitive dimension affects the emotional
dimension with a coefficient of 0.50. The
cognitive dimension affects the value
dimension with a coefficient of 0.86. The value
dimension affects the emotional dimension
with a coefficient of 0.46. The emotional
dimension affects the political participation
dimension with a coefficient of 0.76. The
cognitive and value dimensions do not have a
significant effect on political participation.

Results and discussion

This study attempts to examine the role of
political culture on participation in elections in
the city of Ahvaz. However, examining all
Iranian elections at the time in question is a
vast and extensive task, so the study of
participation in elections in the city of Ahvaz is

undertaken in order to measure the role of
political culture on participation in them
through its examination. Regarding
participation in elections in Khuzestan
Province, it is worth noting that, in many
cases, although the participation pattern reveals
the prominence of ethnic identity, it also shows
high statistics at the macro and national levels.
The study of participation in elections shows
that the number of eligible voters decreases in
Khuzestan Province due to several reasons,
such as the hot weather in June and July and
the migration of nomads to colder areas of
neighboring  provinces, the closure of
universities and schools, and the start of
summer trips at this time (Mehrabi and
Khalafzadeh, 2016: 21). In light of these
materials, the present study seeks to examine
the role and impact of political culture on
political development in Khuzestan Province.
The main purpose of this study is to investigate
the role of political culture on political
development in the city of Ahvaz in such a
way that it can be generalized to some extent
by presenting an extractive model. Political
culture is a part of the general culture of
society that includes the orientation of
individuals in society towards political issues.
Although some social and political science
thinkers believe that culture cannot be divided
into various components such as political
culture, etc., another group believes that
separating political culture from culture in its
general form is not only useful but also
necessary in some cases because in this case, it
is possible to address the cultural aspects of
politics independently of other aspects of
politics and to study the political dimensions of
culture separately from its other constructs. In
this way, more possibilities will arise for a
more systematic analysis of politics and
culture.

Conclusion

The collected data were evaluated in two parts:
descriptive and inferential statistics. In the
descriptive analysis of the information,
descriptive  statistics indicators included
frequency, relative frequency percentage,
mean, standard deviation, and in the inferential
section, the research hypotheses were
examined using independent  variables
(political culture including emotional, value,
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and cognitive dimensions) on the dependent
variable  (political  participation).  SPSS
software was used to examine the direct
effects. The results of the descriptive studies
showed that in the sample under study, 43.4
percent were women and 56.6 percent were
men. Also, in terms of marital status, 38.4
percent were single and 61.6 percent were
married. Descriptive characteristics related to
the level of education of the subjects showed
that 1.6 percent had less than a diploma, 19.2
percent had a diploma, 7.2 percent had a post-
diploma, 40.4 percent had a bachelor's degree,
and 33.2 percent had a master's degree or
higher. Descriptive characteristics related to
the occupation of the subjects showed that
34% were office workers, 18.8% were
students, 8.6% were market workers, 13.4%
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