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Abstract

Nowadays, the important and effective role of media and news agencies in directing public opinion and changing the
mentality of human societies is obvious to everyone. These media always try to influence and persuade their
audiences by producing large volumes of news and information and using news tricks and media trends. The present
article was written with the aim of examining the depiction of the Afghanistan International News Network of the

way the Iranian government and society deal with Afghan refugees. For this purpose, 20 news texts belonging to the

Afghanistan International Network were extracted and collected from the Telegram channel and Twitter page (X) of
this network in the period of Shahrivar, Mehr and Aban 1403 in a purposeful and non-random manner. The method

of the present research is the qualitative content analysis method, which has been used to analyze news texts, reach
the hidden layers of data (news) and understand the tricks used in it. Then, these data were analyzed and categorized
based on the two theories of image formation and framing. In the present study, attention was paid to the media
tricks and techniques of the aforementioned news network regarding anti-immigration, the image it reflects on this
issue to the audience, and the goals and results it pursues from this image formation and image management. Among

the collected news, 8 media tricks and techniques (arousing emotions, generalizations, unclear source of the

message, spreading lies, blackening, demonizing, attesting, and using figures to prove the truth) were used by the
Afghanistan International News Network to convey a false and fake image of the Islamic Republic of Iran's
treatment of Afghan immigrants. The results of the research indicate that this network seeks to convince Afghan
audiences that Iran is no longer a suitable place for Afghans, that the Islamic Republic of Iran has problems with
them, and that they will face security problems and humiliating treatment whether they enter the country legally or
illegally. On the other hand, this news network's effort is to explain that the people of Iran also do not have a
positive view of the Afghan Immigrants community and want to expel them from their country as much as possible.
Undoubtedly, promoting and continuing this will ultimately have negative consequences and will harm future
relations and interactions between the two countries.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In the present era, the media is considered the most
effective tool for controlling and directing public
opinion. They try to take over an increasing share of
people's time and convey their desired messages and
news. Thus, instead of emphasizing content, the
media has become a tool and acts as a template.
That is, whatever content is presented and
communicated to them, they present it to the public
with media professionalism. After the withdrawal of
the United States army from Afghanistan and the re-

establishment of the Taliban government in 2021, a

large number of Afghan people migrated to Iran
legally or illegally, which created problems and
issues. This incident gave an excuse to media
opportunists and enemies of the Iranian and Afghan
people to produce provocative news and content to
make them suspicious of each other. Meanwhile,
one of the news networks that always plays an
effective and important role in the process of
destroying relations between the people of Iran and
Afghanistan is the Afghanistan International News
Network. Due to the importance of understanding
the media and news approach of the Afghanistan
International Network in this area, the present article
examines and analyzes the hateful news of this
network about Afghan refugees in Iran and the
issues surrounding it. The main goal of the present
research is to understand the orientation of news
texts, verbal tricks, and discover what method and
policy the aforementioned foreign media follows to
publish its materials and content.

Methodology

The present research method is a qualitative content
analysis method that has been used to analyze news
texts, reach the hidden layers of data (news) and

understand the tricks used in it. For this purpose, Y

news texts belonging to the Afghanistan
International Network were extracted from the

Telegram channel and Twitter page (X) of this
network in the period of Shahrivar, Mehr and Aban

-1403- in a purposeful and non-random manner and

then evaluated based on the theories of framing and
paradigm building.

Results and discussion

The Afghanistan International Network, using news
tricks and media professionalism, is trying to create
a trend, produce hatred, and direct the thoughts of its
intended audience. In the discourse of this media,
the central signifier is “anti-immigration,” which is
articulated and presented using techniques such as
arousing emotions, generalizations, unclear source
of the message, spreading lies, blackening,
demonizing, attesting, and using figures to prove the
truth. An examination of the statements put forward
by this media outlet shows that Afghanistan
International Media seeks to shape specific
statements in the minds of its audience by using
various fallacies and news tricks:

- The Iranian government's illogical and cruel
treatment of Afghan Immigrants.

- The existence of structural discrimination against
Afghans.

- The reduction of grounds for friendship and
camaraderie between the people of the two
countries.

Conclusion

As a result, it can be understood from the approach
of this foreign media outlet that, despite the fact that
the Islamic Republic of Iran seeks to organize
Afghan citizens and refugees and prevent the
problems of the presence of unauthorized
individuals in the country by forcing the people of
Afghanistan to enter the country legally, and in this
regard, it has also facilitated the mechanisms for
obtaining legal residency, this media outlet seeks to
prevent this issue by using news tricks and
purposeful use of some news items and is trying to
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destroy relations between the people and Afghanistan through media productions
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