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Abstract

This study examines the role of the Persian language as a strategic component of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
soft power within the Persianate cultural sphere. The central research question is: How can Iran strengthen its
cultural position and regional legitimacy by leveraging the capacities of the Persian language in competition
with regional and global powers?

Using a qualitative research approach, this study employs document analysis and library research, applying
Joseph Nye’s soft power theory as its conceptual framework. According to Nye, culture, values, and foreign
policy constitute the three primary sources of soft power.

The hypothesis suggests that in today’s dynamic international and regional environment, hard power alone
cannot meet Iran’s security and cultural needs. Therefore, it is essential to utilize soft power tools—especially
linguistic and cultural resources—to effectively shape regional influence.

The findings indicate that actors such as the United States, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia use media, cultural
diplomacy, and language-based strategies to challenge Iran’s influence. In contrast, Persian—deeply rooted in
civilization—offers a unique opportunity to strengthen regional cultural identity and enhance Iran’s soft power
in the Persianate cultural sphere.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Soft power has emerged as a pivotal element in the
strategic toolkit of nations, particularly in the
evolving landscape of regional and global politics.
Defined by Joseph Nye as the ability to shape the
preferences of others through appeal and attraction
rather than coercion, soft power encompasses
cultural influence, political values, and foreign
policy. In the case of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
its unique civilizational heritage and cultural depth
offer a powerful foundation for soft power
projection, especially within the Persianate cultural
sphere. This sphere, composed of nations and
communities with historical, linguistic, and cultural
ties to the Persian language, represents a vital space
for regional engagement. This study investigates
the soft power capacity of Iran with a focus on how
the Persian language can act as a catalyst for
regional convergence and identity formation.

The research aims to answer the following core
question: What strategies and policies have global
and regional powers adopted to diminish Iran’s
cultural influence in the Persianate world, and how
can Iran leverage the Persian language to enhance
its legitimacy, regional appeal, and cultural
leadership?

Methodology

This research adopts a qualitative, descriptive-
analytical methodology based on documentary and
library sources. Through this approach, it explores
the theoretical framework of soft power as
articulated by Joseph Nye, focusing on its three
core sources: culture, political values, and foreign
policy. The study conducts a comparative analysis
of the strategies employed by regional rivals and
international actors—such as the United States,
Saudi Arabia, and Turkey—who are actively vying
for influence in the Persianate sphere. The Persian
language is analyzed both as a cultural instrument
and as a policy tool, examining its role in shaping
identity, diplomacy, and regional cooperation.

Results and Discussion

The findings of the study reveal that various global
and regional powers have launched targeted soft
power campaigns to undermine Iran's influence.
Saudi Arabia, for instance, spreads its religious
ideology through a network of mosques and

religious schools. Turkey has invested heavily in
cultural exports like television series, music, and
educational content to promote a Turkish-centric
identity. The United States, meanwhile, dominates
the information landscape with widespread media
presence, cultural institutions, and academic
exchanges. These efforts are not only aimed at
advancing their own narratives but also at diluting
Iran’s cultural appeal in the region.

Despite  these  challenges, Iran  possesses
considerable cultural and linguistic capital. The
Persian language remains one of the most enduring
symbols of Iran's historical and civilizational
identity.  Its  extensive literary  tradition,
philosophical heritage, and widespread historical
influence render it an ideal vehicle for cultural
diplomacy and regional engagement. In nations
such as Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and parts of
Central and South Asia, Persian continues to be a
language of scholarship, art, and cultural memory.

However, Iran's soft power potential faces several
obstacles: financial limitations, underinvestment in
cultural and media diplomacy, lack of modern and
strategic messaging, and insufficient promotion of
the Persian language on regional and international
platforms. There is also an institutional gap in
coordinating  soft power  efforts  across
governmental and non-governmental actors.

To overcome these challenges, the study proposes
several strategic recommendations:

Enhance cultural diplomacy through the
establishment of Persian language and cultural
centers in countries within the Persianate sphere.

Create transnational Persian-language media
networks to promote Iranian-Islamic values and
respond to cultural competition.

Strengthen academic collaboration by initiating
joint educational programs, conferences, and
research partnerships with regional universities.

Expand linguistic diplomacy by positioning Persian
as a scientific, literary, and diplomatic language in
regional and international discourse.

Promote regional networks and civil society
exchanges grounded in shared Persianate heritage
to foster cross-border cultural solidarity.

Keywords: Soft power, Persian language,
Persianate cultural sphere, cultural

policymaking,  regional = competition,  soft
diplomacy, linguistic diplomacy
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