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Abstract

In developing societies, political and social growth represents a key challenge, reflecting their stability and
capacities. In Iran, various factors hinder the achievement of political and social development goals. This
research aims to analyze the policy-making processes for political and social development programs during the
presidential terms of Mohammad Khatami and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. The central question is: what challenges
did these processes face during these administrations? The research hypothesizes that both governments
encountered difficulties due to the multiplicity of decision-making centers; however, Khatami's administration
pursued a more open approach, focusing on political and social freedoms, while Ahmadinejad's administration
adopted a restrictive, populist stance with increased governmental control. Using a descriptive-analytical
approach and case study method, the research relies on qualitative tools such as the collection and analysis of
historical and political documents and narratives. The findings suggest that strategies like improved coordination
between decision-making centers, strengthening democratic institutions, and implementing structural reforms in
policy-making could enhance these processes. If applied together, these strategies could lead to transparent and
sustainable improvements in Iran’s political and social development. The study acknowledges limitations such as
restricted access to government resources and time constraints but provides valuable insights into the challenges
and potential solutions for enhancing policy-making processes in Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran
has faced numerous challenges in political and
social development. Internal and external
policy changes, globalization, demographic
shifts, and technological advancements have
all impacted the country's development
trajectory. Public policy plays a critical role in
managing these changes and shaping the
country's development path. This study focuses
on the presidencies of Mohammad Khatami
(1997-2005) and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
(2005-2013), analyzing their contrasting
approaches to  political and  social
policymaking. While Khatami emphasized
political reforms and expanding civil liberties,
Ahmadinejad took a more conservative and
populist approach, focusing on social justice
and resistance to foreign pressure. These
different policy approaches have had
significant impacts on the country's
development. However, previous research has
primarily focused on economic development,
with less attention given to the political and
social aspects of policymaking. This study
aims to analyze the strengths and weaknesses
of these processes during these two periods.

Methodology

This research uses a descriptive-analytical and
case study approach to evaluate the political
and social policymaking processes in Iran,
focusing on the presidencies of Khatami and
Ahmadinejad. Data were collected through
official documents, reports, academic studies,
and interviews. The study employs frameworks
like modernization and dependency theory to
compare the policymaking approaches of these
two administrations.
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Results and discussion

Khatami's government emphasized political
reform and societal development, aiming to
expand civil liberties, human rights, and
strengthen civil society. His policies opened up
the political space, increased public
participation, and supported non-governmental
organizations. In contrast, Ahmadinejad’s
administration adopted a more conservative
and populist approach, focusing on social
justice through state mechanisms, restricting
civil liberties, and exercising greater control
over the media and society. His foreign policy
was confrontational, leading to economic
sanctions and increased economic difficulties,
including inflation and unemployment.

The study highlights that Khatami's term was
marked by expanding public participation and
civil society, while Ahmadinejad's policies
resulted in restricted civil liberties and
increased state control. Both administrations
faced challenges such as resistance from
conservative elements and bureaucratic
inefficiencies.

Conclusion

Based his research illustrates the differences in
policymaking between the Khatami and
Ahmadinejad  administrations.  Khatami’s
reformist and interactive policies led to societal
modernization, while Ahmadinejad’s
conservative and resistant approach focused on
state control and independence. These policy
differences significantly influenced Iran's
political and social development. To achieve
sustainable and balanced development, policies
must be based on democracy, transparency,
and public participation
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