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Abstract

Decision-making in various fields is a political choice made by government officials, taking into account a set of
factors. The scientific study of the current policies of government officials and the prediction of the
consequences of these policies fall within the responsibilities of policy sciences and serve to promote the growth
and political health of our society. Therefore, removing the dust of ambiguity by politicians to solve social
problems and crises is a reaction to the increasing demands of society and its public political institutions. The
focus on the role of the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance in achieving cultural and social goals and its
connection to the reduction of social harms is the main issue of this research. To clarify and evaluate the impact
of cultural policymaking, looking at four social harms that will guide the research process, a quantitative
research method was used to select a sample of 400 employees from the Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance who have taken action in the twelfth government to improve cultural policymaking and reduce social
harms. This research is descriptive correlational based on data collection methods and exploratory in terms of
data certainty. The data collection tool is a questionnaire, and random stratified sampling was used. For five
hypotheses, regression and Pearson tests were employed. The results of this study indicate that the centralized
management system of social harm has led to the neglect of the roles, actions, resources, and interventions of
other stakeholders in the field of social harm, such as associations, media, international organizations, elites,
affected families, etc. Therefore, by strengthening non-governmental organizations and cultural drivers and
utilizing successful experiences from other countries, it is possible to help control and reduce social harms.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Decision-making in various fields is a political
choice made by government officials,
considering a set of factors. The scientific
study of the current policies of government
officials and the prediction of the
consequences of these policies fall within the
responsibilities of policy sciences and
contribute to the growth and political health of
our society. Therefore, removing the dust of
ambiguity by politicians to solve social
problems and crises is a reaction to the
increasing demands of society and its public
political institutions. The focus on the role of
the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance
in achieving cultural and social goals and its
connection to the reduction of social harms is
the main issue of this research.

Methodology

To clarify and evaluate the impact of cultural
policymaking, looking at four social harms that
will guide the research process, a quantitative
research method was used to select a sample of
400 employees from the Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance who have taken action in
the twelfth government to improve cultural
policymaking and reduce social harms. This
research is descriptive correlational based on
data collection methods and exploratory in
terms of data certainty. The data collection tool
is a questionnaire, and random stratified
sampling was used. For five hypotheses,
regression and Pearson tests were employed.

Results and discussion

The results of this study indicate that the
centralized management system of social harm
has led to the neglect of the roles, actions,
resources, and interventions of other
stakeholders in the field of social harm, such as
associations, media, international
organizations, elites, affected families, etc.

Conclusion

Based on the results of this research,
suggestions and solutions based on cultural
policymaking models in the field of social

harms are presented to the practitioners in this
area:

It is suggested that using successful
experiences from other countries regarding
cultural policymaking in reducing social
harms, the structure of the Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance be changed to align with
ongoing activities. Additionally, successful
methods from other countries can be utilized to
help control and reduce social harms while
preserving the foundations of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

Increasing cooperation between the executive
body and academic specialists in reducing
social harms, training the necessary specialized
workforce, supporting the establishment of
active non-governmental organizations,
utilizing the spiritual atmosphere of mosques
to create vitality and hope for the future,
calmness, and reducing anxiety are other
solutions based on cultural policymaking
models in this area.

It is recommended that cultural policymaking
regarding reducing social harms be promoted
in mass media, highlighting the benefits of
cultural policymaking. If there are services in
the area of reducing social harms that do not
meet individuals' needs, a re-engineering based
on individuals' needs should be carried out for
these services.

Continuation of programs to enhance social
health centered around libraries; transforming
public libraries into drivers for addressing
social issues and harms while enhancing social
literacy by  providing  comprehensive
educational courses and equipping libraries
with educational resources including books,
posters, brochures, publications, digital
magazines, educational toys, and physical and
digital games related to addressing social and
ethical issues.

It is suggested that tools and infrastructures for
cultural policymaking in reducing social harms
be continuously updated. In this regard, new
tools and technologies for  cultural
policymaking in reducing social harms such as
virtual reality and augmented reality can be
utilized.
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