Vol. 17, Issue 3, Autumn 2022, pp. 599-612 ISSN (Print): 2538-5968 ISSN (Online): 2538-595X

I oumal

Studics Of Human Scttlements Planning

Research Article Dor: 20.1001.1.25385968.1401.17.3.19.3

Investigating the Role of Valuable Rural Textures in the
Development of Tourism in the Villages of Somam, Amlesh
County, Guilan province

Mehrnaz Fadaei®, Hossein Soleymani®*, Amir Gandomkar® & Ramin Ghaffari*

1. PhD Student in Geography & Rural Planning, Department of Geography, Najafabad Branch, Islamic
Azad University, Najafabad, Iran

2. Assistand professor, Department of Geography, Najafabad Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Najafabad, Iran

3. Associate professor, Tourism Research Center, Department of Geography, Najafabad Branch, Islamic
Azad University, Najafabad, Iran

4. Associate Professor of Geography, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran

% Corresponding author: Email: hesein_soleimany_geo@yahoo.com

Receive Date: 27 December 2020
Accept Date: 10 March 2021

ABSTRACT

Introduction: Since the historical buildings are among the first points that most of the travelers come across and
show the major part of the image of the village, it is inevitable to address this issue.

Research aim: The purpose of the present research is to investigate the role of textures with rural value in the
development of tourism in the villages of Somam, Amlesh County, and Guilan Province.

Methodology: The current research is an applied research in terms of its purpose (type of use) and descriptive-
analytical research in terms of its method. The statistical population of the study includes heads of households in
villages with more than 20 households in Somam, numbering 999 people. The sample size was 278 people based on
Cochran's formula. The research tool includes a questionnaire with 28 questions in the valuable texture section and 24
questions in the rural tourism development section. 5 experts in the field of rural planning were used to check the
validity of the questionnaire. Cronbach's alpha was also used to check the reliability, and its value is 0.81 and in a
favorable condition. In the data analysis section, the data was analyzed with the help of spss22 and AMOS software.
Studied Areas: The geographical scope of this research is the rural areas of Somam, Amlesh county, Gilan province.
Results: The findings of the research show that, in general, valuable rural textures have an impact on tourism
development with an impact factor of 0.21, an economic index on tourism development with an impact factor of 0.33,
and a social index on tourism development with an impact factor of 0.34. And the physical index has been effective
on tourism development with an impact factor of 0.72. The results showed that the physical index had the greatest
impact on tourism development with an impact factor of 0.72, and the economic index had the least impact on
tourism development with an impact factor of 0.33.

Conclusion: Therefore, paying attention to economic indicators in valuable rural contexts and how to place rooms
and places of economic activities such as agriculture and animal husbandry and handicraft activities in the heart of
the contexts, as well as their distribution in a residential unit and even beyond that. In the villages themselves and
their reconstruction and the attention of tourists to them can lead to more attention of tourists and development of
tourism. Also, paying attention to the social values in valuable rural contexts and paying attention to the original
cultural and social traditions hidden in these communities, such as the placement of the entrance of women and men,
the separation of spaces inside the houses in terms of Sharia and custom, the level of attention to guests, etc. And
rehabilitating and expressing it for tourists and compiling a comprehensive document in this field can lead to the
prosperity of tourism and the attention of tourists to it and the development of villages.
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