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ABSTRACT

Introduction: The concept of sense of place refers to the emotional connection that an individual has with a physical
location. This connection can be influenced by personal experiences and perceptions. As virtual media continues to
grow, it impacts the sense of place in physical and virtual spaces.

Research Aim: This study aims to analyze the factors that affect the sense of place in public and virtual spaces and
provide a theoretical framework for urban planners and cyber activists to promote a stronger sense of place.
Methodology: The study utilizes qualitative meta-composition by analyzing selected articles through Sandlowski and
Barso's methods. The research focuses on identifying the most important factors affecting the sense of place in real
and virtual public spaces. Relevant literature was reviewed through scientific databases and reputable journals, with
articles being selected based on their relevance to the research topic. A total of 45 articles were analyzed using
qualitative or meta-combined content analysis, following the Critical Assessment Skills Program (CASP) checklist.
Studied Areas: The most important public space of the city of Rasht, which is located in its central context, has been
selected as a case study. This area has uses of heritage value and hence it is a valuable historical fabric of Rasht city.
In addition to having rare aesthetic values and the most important place for the creation and continuation of the
collective memories and identity of the city, the mentioned fabric is also known as an important pole of the city's
commercial, cultural and recreational activities.

Results: The study found that the issue of a sense of place in cyberspace is recognized, and the most important
factors affecting the sense of place in public spaces are physical, functional, meaning, art and beauty, environmental,
and demographic dimensions. The most important factors in cyberspace are physical and non-physical dimensions.
The sense of place in cyberspace has similarities with the indicators in public spaces, and both impact each other.
Conclusion: In conclusion, the study suggests that cyberspace creates a unique sense of place and has a significant
impact on participation, critique, rationality, and communication. While physical presence is necessary in public
spaces, virtual presence has expanded the possibility of experiencing space for the first time. It can increase the sense
of place in that real space. Therefore, urban planners and cyber activists need to consider the factors that affect the
sense of place in both physical and virtual spaces to promote a stronger emotional connection to place. Keywords for
this study include sense of place, sense of cyberspace, public space, cyberspace, and qualitative meta-composition.

KEYWORDS: Sense of Place, Sense of Cyberspace, Public Space, Cyberspace, Qualitative Meta-
Composition
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