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ABSTRACT

Introduction: Social capital is one of the most important factors affecting tourism entrepreneurship, the existence of
which, especially in rural areas, can have many effects on increasing jobs and businesses related to tourism.

Research Aim: Therefore, the purpose of this study is to assess the amount of social capital and its effectiveness in
promoting the economic opportunities of tourism entrepreneurship in 11 villages located in the axis of
communication between Soltanieh and Katlekhor Cave.

Methodology: The type of applied research is the descriptive-analytical method used and documentary and field
methods have been used to collect data. The statistical population of the study is the rural population living in 11
villages located in the axis of communication between Soltanieh and Katlekhor, which according to Cochran's
formula, 322 people are considered as a sample. Statistical methods such as one-sample t-test, regression, Prometheus
ranking model and path analysis were used to analyze the data.

Studied Area: The studied villages are located in Khodabandeh city of Zanjan province, which is located in the
southwest of the province, which is the most mountainous and highest region of this province. Also, this city has the
largest rural population in the province.

Results: The results of the study showed that the amount of social capital indicators in the studied villages is higher
than the numerical desirability (3) and in this regard, the participation index with an average of 3.47 has the highest
score. The results of regression also show a good correlation coefficient between variables and the network index
with beta (0.365) percent had the highest impact on the economic opportunities of tourism entrepreneurship. Based
on the results of path analysis, participation has the greatest impact on the economic opportunities of tourism
entrepreneurship by calculating the overall impact (direct and indirect). Also, the results of the Promethean ranking
model showed that the village of Zavajer is ranked first in terms of social capital and the village of Dalairsafli is
ranked last.

Conclusion: Based on the findings of the study, the components of social capital can improve the economic
opportunities of tourism entrepreneurship in the study area.
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