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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Sustainable development as the dominant paradigm in the 21st century, and the only solution to
global problems, especially environmental problems, has been raised. This paradigm supports
all programs that protect the environment. Among the various types of tourism programs,
Ecotourism has a natural commitment to protecting the natural, cultural and livelihoods of local
communities with inherent compatibility with the concept of sustainability. And the background
to ecotourism also suggests that this phenomenon has been formed in response to inappropriate
and negative approaches to the development of conventional and neglected environmental
considerations. Ecotourism, if balanced and interoperable between tourists, host communities,
and tourist destinations, lead to sustainable development of targeted tourism areas. In order to
achieve sustainable tourism development, one of the most important stages is the planning,
assessment and determination of suitable areas for ecotourism activities with respect to the
capabilities of the land. Because planning is impossible without determining the ability of the
land. Therefore, ecotourism must be developed in areas where the necessary natural and human
characteristics are present. Given the fact that the province of Guilan is one of the main
destinations of tourism and especially nature tourism in the country, it is necessary to pay
attention to the expanded tourism of ecotourism and the areas that are prone to its development.

Methodology

The present study is a descriptive-analytic type that has been surveyed. The research has two
parts: documentary and quantitative. The documents were collected through a library study to
collect the literature of the research. To do this research, firstly, the basic criteria for ecotourism
activities were selected through study literature and the layers were prepared. Also, according to
the views of 23 experts and experts in the field, the weight of each criterion was determined by
hierarchical analysis method. Finally, the map of the spatial layers in the Arc Gis software after
the application of the coefficient of importance, was integrated and integrated and the areas
susceptible to ecotourism activity were identified.

Results and discussion

Considering the criteria for measuring the proportion of Guilin Province for ecotourism
activities, the results of the research show that the total area of the Guilan province is 4907
square kilometers in the most suitable category, 7593 square kilometers in the appropriate

*Corresponding author: Email: mhesam@Guilan.ac.ir



YRR sl VTN Y 0,lons 10 0,93 ¢ Auusd slo0lSTisSaw £y coliyy ol m

category, 779 square kilometers in the middle class and 785 square kilometers in the category of
inappropriate. Guilan province has been widening at an altitude of about 35 meters below sea
level, up to 175 meters above sea level. Therefore, a large area of the area is well suited for
classification in terms of height. This issue is, of course, true of the slope, and the plain and
foothills of the province are in a very suitable area for ecotourism activities. Also, due to the
favorable natural and climatic conditions of the province, there are abundant sources of water,
including springs and rivers in the province, which is also a major advantage for ecotourism
activities. These favorable natural conditions have created numerous attractions, both natural
and human (1043), which has created a good ground for ecotourism activities.

Conclusion

Ecotourism is one of the branches of tourism that is based on natural attractions. The presence
of attractions and reception conditions for tourists in different regions should be considered in
planning. Therefore, in this research, by collecting the criteria necessary for the development of
ecotourism activities, using the GIS system in Gilan province, the status of these criteria has
been evaluated. Many of the criteria are natural factors, and the best way to plan is to adapt. For
example, in coastal areas of the province, specialist coastal tourism should be pursued to ensure
that the safety of tourists is also taken into account in the environment. Also, in the forested
areas of the province, which has a large area, the emphasis should be on the basic principle of
ecosystems and the type of development that has been developed, which, while exploiting
tourists, Respect and protection of the environment should not be neglected. In the study, other
criteria were used as human benchmarks that have more potential for planning. For example, it
has been attempted to emphasize ecotourism activities in villages in the ecotourism of helping
the economy of local communities of its principles. If these activities in the mentioned areas
along with the existing tourist attractions, the development of man-made attractions, the Gilan
province also pay attention to the development of the ecotourism of the province. At the end, it
is suggested that consideration be given to the planning of ecotourism activities and the
assessment of all conditions involved in development.
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