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ABSTRACT

Introduction: The emergence & development of urbanization & urban development issues & challenges, especially
since the 1960s, has made it necessary to conduct search in way of finding solutions and presenting theories, methods
& management policies regarding urban development. Meanwhile, as one of the elements of the spatial-social
organization of the city, the neighborhood has received less attention in official policy-makings & planning.
Research aim: The purpose of this study was to identify and explain the framework of problems neighborhood
planning criteria in the Ardabil city.

Methodology: The present study is of a descriptive-analytical type in nature and applied in terms of its objective. The
spatial cluster sampling method has been utilized in order to select the neighborhoods in the study. The research data
were obtained by means of library research & survey methods and the researcher-made questionnaire was used as a
tool in the survey method. The spatial cluster sampling method was utilized to randomly select 10 neighborhoods as
sample neighborhoods out of the 5 districts of Ardabil city (2 neighborhoods from each district). The number of
samples in order to complete the questionnaire was obtained as 383 according to the population of each neighborhood
and using Cochran's statistical equation with a 95% probability of correctness of speech. In order to be absolutely
certain of the results of this selection, 400 questionnaires were ultimately distributed within the neighborhoods. Then
the SPSS software and T-test were utilized to assess the problematic situation of the neighborhoods in Ardabil in
terms of neighborhood planning.

Studied Areas: The area under study was namad neighborhoods of Ardabil city.

Results: The results of the T-test indicated that due to the nonexistence of the lack of confirmation of the claim in the
assessed aspects, none of the studied neighborhoods are completely free of neighborhood issues & problems. In a
visual comparison, neighborhood number 2 of district 1 has a better condition compared to the other districts in terms
of having less neighborhood issues & problems. The aspects in which the high level of neighborhood issues is not
confirmed are very close to the theoretical average (number 3) and if neglected & in case the existing levels of the
desired aspects are not strengthened, they may become problematic aspects within the mentioned neighborhoods.
Conclusion: According to the obtained results, it was observed that the ranking of all neighborhoods is not the same
in all three models. Thus, to resolve the differences obtained, the Copeland integration model was utilized to carry out
the final ranking by comparing the ranking of neighborhoods (wins and losses). Finally, it seems that resolving many
of the urban problems requires adopting a programming approach at a neighborhood scale and linking it to the higher
& lower levels of planning. Applying such an approach requires a review of the official spatial planning system at a
national level.

KEYWORDS: Problematic Clarification, Urban Issues, Neighborhood Planning, Multi-Criteria
Decision Making, Ardabil City
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