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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Nowadays, the question of the identity and the social life is an important issue of the urban life.
Several elements can affect the field of the identity and the social problems of the citizens. One
of the most important ones is the urban view. In fact, two items, the urban view and its identity
have a mutual interaction. In the past decade, the professionals and the administrators of the city
have rarely paid attention to the landscape and the urban identity. Since the urban landscape
plays an important role in the social behaviors. Providing a basis to develop the citizens’ social
interactions along with the environmental interactions leads to the significant results including
the identity and the stability.

Methodology

The research method is descriptive-analytic. In order to respond to the research hypotheses, we
have completed three steps in the process of achieving our goal. We intend to promote the urban
identity through changes in the urban landscapes by enhancing the social interactions. First, we
use the library studies and documents to extract the influential components. Then, we prepare
the researcher questionnaires based on theories, and we distribute and complete within the target
range. The sample size is estimated to be 370 people based on the Cochran formula. Having
completed the questionnaires and entered information into Spss software, we analyzed the data
of this research by using Pearson correlation coefficient and regression tests.

Results and Discussion

Due to the purpose of this research, we are about to figure out the three hypotheses and then
answer them.

1. There are many items impacting on the formation of the social interactions and the promotion
of the urban identities including a sense of belonging, sense of memory, charms, beauty,
readability, security, relaxation, access, communication, activity and use of the effective
components of the landscape.

2. It seems that there is a significant relationship between the urban landscape and the urban
identity, and these variables react to their decrease and increase of each other.

3. It seems that the sense of belonging and the sense of memory as the aspects of the urban
landscapes play a significant role in the formation of the social interactions and the promotion

* Corresponding Author: Email: abdolahzade.a@yahoo.com
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of the urban identities. Having gathered information from the questionnaires, we approved the
first hypothesis by referring to the library studies, users' reviews and comments on the
ImamZadeh Zanjiri. There are many components of the urban landscape affecting the identity of
the city including a sense of belonging, sense of memory, charms, beauty, readability, security,
relaxation, access, communication, activity and use. For the second hypothesis, the results of the
Pearson correlation coefficient analysis show there is a meaningful relationship between the
independent variables and urban identity as a dependent variable. (Independent variables such
as sense of belonging, sense of memory, charms, beauty, readability, security, relaxation,
access, communication, activity and use). The highest correlation coefficient is related to the
access component, and the lowest correlation coefficient is related to the sense of belonging. For
the third hypothesis, “The access and communication” components with 47%, “The activity and
use" with 20% are the highest impact, and “The sense of belonging” with 4% has the lowest
impact on the dependent variables of the urban identity due to the results obtained from the
regression test.

Conclusion

The ideal place with identity is the one which is proportional to his personality, culture and his
behaviors. Moreover, it must be a kind of means to make a link among the person and his
community, his history, his city life, his time, his environment and his nature. Therefore, we
need to form the features, the quality of places and the urban environments based on these
variables. The urban desirability is the result of the numerous components including
environmental, historical, religious, social, cultural, functional, physical, psychological and
perceptual factors. The extraction of each concept and the prediction of their interactions with
each other can help us to explain the desirable urban identity. The physical components as the
main elements of the city's molding are generally influenced by different needs. As an urban
attribute, it can represent the true character of the city. The urban landscape as one of the factors
influencing the social conditions of the community is especially important. It is a tool which can
affect the citizens’ behaviors and lives by optimally planning and designing. Moreover, it can
provide a suitable situation to increase both the presence of citizens and the mutual social
interaction along with their environments. The research findings indicate that the variables of
accesses, communications, activities and usage are the most influential landslide variables on
the formation of the social interaction and the promotion of the urban identities. Unlike the
researchers’ expectations, the variables of the sense of belonging have the least impact due to
the non-fulfillment of the residents' expectations. Finally, we can say that living in a desirable
and attractive environment can both increase the residents’ satisfactions and promote the
individuals’ citizenships, besides, it can create a psychological link with that place. In this case,
it can increase the variety of the physical and social activities in the environment. Finally, it
creates a security in the urban spaces. The restoring principles of the urban identity and the
urban environments are the qualities which we have to consider them in cities. They must be as
one of the main elements of planning and the urban designing to promote and maintain the city
identity.

Key words: Urban identity, urban view, social interactions, the passage of Imamzade Zanjiri



