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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Nowadays, cities are residence place of nearly half of the world’s population and it is expected that
over the next 30 years, more than two billion persons will be added to the population of the urban
regions of the world. This represents a significant increase in population distribution in developing
countries which over the past thirty years have been distributed equally among urban and rural areas,
relatively. Todays in developing countries, large cities have been created which should be called
Metropolises of the 21st century. Its natural reflection causes some problems such as urban
domination, centralization of activities and services, and imbalance in urban hierarchy system, housing
shortage and marginalization. One of the most considerable problem is undesirable urban system
distribution which mainly occurs on the basis of economic, social and population activities
concentration on a large urban network. In the meantime, Iran is not an exception to this matter as a
developing country. Independent and isolated studies of the provinces, especially in the issues of the
urban system of land use planning led to irrational results, such as the lack of a rational urban
hierarchy, the existence of the severe Primate City disaster, Tendency to irregularity, low elasticity of
small and middle cities, and inequality in the distribution of services, and following it, undesirable
suggestion to modify urban system and solve mentioned problems have been provided that is not true
in many cases. This position occurs due to not paying attention to the exact definition of the region, and
inter-provincial functions of some activities and city centers in analyzing macro problems.

Methodology

The method of this study is comparative and is a type of applied studies. Research place domain was
Zagros region (including Kermanshah, Kurdistan, Hamadan, Elam and Lorestan provinces) and also,
Kermanshah province, as a homogeneous subjective region, and also, as an objective region,
respectively, that were compared related to each other and urban system in two regions by using
Quantitative Indexes of Determining the Primate City, Gini Coefficient, and Coefficient of Variation
and also, the Herfindahl concentration index. In this framework, to provide the required information,
Public Census of Population and Housing of Statistics Organization (through 1956-2006) were used.
Research place domain was consisted of Zagros region (including five provinces: Kermanshah,
Kurdistan, Hamadan, Elam and Lorestan) and also, Kermanshah province as a subjective region and
also, as an objective region, respectively.

* Corresponding Author: Email: seyedrezaazadeh@yahoo.com
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Results and discussion

Comparison the Primate City Trend or Head Great in the Zagros region with Kermanshah province,
indicated this matter that the trend of this phenomenon has been improved in the Zagros region relative
to Kermanshah province. In this regard, it can be said that the Primate City index had an increasing
trend in Zagros region had increasing trend through 1956 to 1986, but this trend was decreased during
1986 to 2006. Overall, the index rate for this region was decreased from 0.2 to 0.17 during years 1956
to 2006. But, in Kermanshah province during census years, the Primate City index rate had many
fluctuations and was increased from 0.67 to 0.63 during years 1956 to 2006, correspondingly.
Coefficient of variation rate for Kermanshah province in all years is very higher than Zagros region. Of
course, it should be said that in both regions through 10 recent years Coefficient of variation has been
increased but in comparison, this increase is more severeness in Kermanshah province.

In Kermanshah province during statistical periods the Herfindahl concentration index had fluctuations
and had increased from 0.403 to 0.477 during years 1956 to 2006, respectively, which indicates
imbalances. But in Zagros region, this index had decreasing trend from 1966 to 2006 in all census and
had been decreased from 0.08 to 0.06 during years 1956 to 2006, independently. Gini Coefficient in
Kermanshah province had many fluctuations and had increased from 0.796 to 0.818 during years 1956
to 2006, respectively. But, changes trend of this index is more desirable in Zagros region.

Conclusion

In this study, the results of quantitative models which were used in the study of the urbanization system
were compared in two regions of Zagros and Kermanshah province with subjective view and objective
view, respectively. The result show that if we consider the region in a conceptive and subjective view
and evaluate urban hierarchy system, we will understand that urban system in Zagros region during
recent years has tendency to balance and at present time, this region has desirable excellence level and
as the current trend continues, the spatial arrangement will become more balanced and will lead to a
minimum of excellence. On the contrary, if we have an objective view of the region and consider the
Kermanshah province with political and administrative boundaries as a region, the results show that the
cities of the province are at the superior stage from the population point of view, and this situation has
been intensified in recent periods.

In this regard, the following recommendations are recommended in relation to the reform of the
planning system at four levels including national, regional, district and local levels.

Table 1: Proposed System for country planning

Level of

planning Proposed plans

1- Spatial Planning;

national 2- Determination of the Macro and Homogeneous Regions of the Country;

3- Strategic Issues.

1- Planning for Macro regions (formation the office for regional  planning and set
up a regional policy making document);

2- Planning for coordination between macro-regions and the determination of the role
of each province in the Country;

3- Preparing the provincial development plan (Development scenarios of the
province, the design of new cities, urban development areas, etc.).

1- Comprehensive plan of the district;

district 2- development plan for each district;

3- Urban complexes plan.

1- rural and urban Guidance Plan;

2- Strategic Structural Plans (Review of Comprehensive and Detailed Plans).

3- City Development Strategy's plan (CDS);

4- Urbanism documents (Land allocation plans, topical and thematic plans).

regional

local

Key words: Regional Planning, Urban System, Quantitative models, Zagros, Kermanshah



