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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Todays, tourism is considered as the most important income generating activities, specially in
order to reduce dependence on oil in the country and in some recent decades, has attracted the
attention of many scholars, planners, and planners in various fields of science to the
development and implementation of the industry's expansion plans. Among the topics and
programs is the topic of tourism infrastructure. Markazi province is located in the center of Arak
city, which is on the way of important communication routes to the south of the country.
Although this province is known as an industrial one, it has many tourist attractions in Arak and
its other cities. Therefore, studying and planning for this important issue is necessary.
Measuring the level of tourism infrastructure with decision-making models would be an
important step in guiding the current situation.

Methodology

This study was conducted to determine the distribution of tourism infrastructure in Markazi province
and ranking of cities in terms of level of utilization using Topsis!-Saw? technique and to determine the
distribution of infrastructure, Pearsonian's Skewness Coefficient was used. The present study was
descriptive-analytic and the required data had been gathered by documentary and library method.
Research stages were as follows: first, the rating criteria and variables that needed to be addressed was
reviewed. So, 11 variables to rank including hotels and accommodation, catering units between road,
travel agencies, catering and dining complex, the areas of tourism, holy places, urban ICT offices,
passenger cooperative, the number of passenger terminals, the target villages tourism and the recorded
historic landmarks were reviewed. Then, data was collected by Excel software using Topsis-Saw
technique and ranking cities in the province were done. Using the Topsis-Saw methods is consistent
with the assumption that the options were homogeneous, and ArcGIS® software was used to visualize
the results on the map.

Results and discussion

* Corresponding Author: Email: shahabisaloo@yahoo.com
2. Technique for Order of Preference by Similarity to Ideal Solution

3. Simple Additive Weights
1. Aeronautical Reconnaissance Coverage Geographic Information System
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According to the obtained ranking from Topsis technique of cities Saveh and Arak, and also Khomein,
then Delijan and Tafresh, and next Shazand, Zarandieh, Mahallat, Komijan, Ashtian, and last, Khandab
and Farahan were ranked as very enjoyed, enjoyed, Neutral, deprived and very deprived parts of
Markazi Provinc, respectively. The second ranking using the Saw model and its results showed that
cities Arak, and also Saveh, Khomein, Dalijan, then Tafresh, and next, Zarandieh, Shazand, Mahallat,
Kandyan, Ashtian, and last, Farahan were ranked as very enjoyed, enjoyed, Neutral, deprived and very
deprived parts of Markazi Provinc, respectively. The lack of attention to environmental potential in the
tourism sector was directly related to the lack of tourism infrastructure. This issue had also the other
side, and it had the lack of adequate distribution of infrastructure with existing capabilities and
geographical distribution. Several studies had emphasized on the necessity of attention to this issue, but
its achievement required the necessities by using indexes, and it was dealt with in this study. The study
of documents and reports related to the Cultural Heritage, Industries and Tourism Organization of the
Markazi province showed that most of the recorded historic landmarks (recorded in the national list)
were in the cities Saveh, Arak, Khomein and Delijan. In the areas of natural monuments. In terms of
tracks and national attractions, Shazand, Delijan, Tafresh and Arak were mentioned. Considering the
important features such as the geographical location of the province and the location of the main road
and rail main arteries, the neighboring provinces of Isfahan, Lorestan, Qom and Hamedan (as major
tourist provinces); the existence of resources and industrial factories to attract economic tourism, the
presence of historical-cultural attractions; the birthplace of the great literary, scientific, political and
religious persons, and the presence of traditional arts and crafts, ect., there were many potential for
tourism development in the province. Using the Pearsonian's Skewness Coefficient, it could be
concluded that the distribution of infrastructure at the province level is asymmetric. The geographical
location of cities, access to communication paths, lack of budgeting, low population density,
unknowns, weaknesses in the management system and various socioeconomic factors had created an
uneven distribution in the tourism infrastructure of these cities.

Conclusion

This study shows the counties of Arak, Saveh and Khomein and also, counties Khandab and Farahan
had the first and the last grades, respectively. Also, the results of using Pearsonian's Skewness
Coefficient showed the imbalance and weakness of the cities of the province in terms of having a
tourism infrastructure. Therefore, prioritizing the cities of this province in terms of criteria such as
tourism potential, sphere of influence, developmental stimulus regions, and incentive to invest in order
to optimize the distribution of infrastructure is imperative to review and take serious action which had
to be reviewed and taken action seriously in development and logistics documents of the Markazi
province.

Key words: Tourism Infrastructure, Saw-Topsis, Enjoyment Level, Markazi Province



