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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Living together with tribe nomads is one of the oldest forms of social life that has begun since the very
beginning of the formation of human social life and has passed through a series of ups and downs of
history till now. Tribal life has faced many challenges that would lead the tribal life style to destruction
and decline. Throughout history, humans have experienced a variety of social, cultural, and political
conditions by which, due to the limited capacities of the former system to meet the needs of satisfying
human demands, a new social system has been emerged. Now, tribal life and tribal manner is
considered as the first social system of human society, despite the important role they play in
economic, social and cultural development of the country. The social capital of the tribal society of our
country is one of the great assets for improving the quality of their life. Nomads are a community of
people which their livelihood base was on traditional livestock farming and in order to feed livestock
and livelihood, they regularly have seasonal movements between summer quarters and winter quarters.
They often use black tent, pergola and different types of portable shelters in all or part of the year.

Methodology

To explain and justify the status of social capital and quality of life and the relationship among them
and in order to answer the research questions, the descriptive-analytical method was used for collecting
information in a library and field study (interview, questionnaire). So, this study is applied and
exploratory research. The population of the study, are all tribal households of II-Noei, Zilaei tribe of
Charam County in Kohkiloyeh and Boyer Ahmad Provinces. In population and housing census in
2011, 1l-Noei had 7 inhabited villages, 4450 population and 1105 households. Based on Cochran
formula, the number of 138 required samples were obtained to complete the questionnaire of
households. Also selection of the tribal households, was simply randomly till principle of equal
opportunity for selection of households to be observed. To evaluate the social capital and quality of life
in the studied area, some indexes were used. These indexes for social capital and quality of life were
designed in three dimensions and 27 indexes and also, in two dimensions and 34 indexes by using
Likert scale (from 1 to 5) and on sequential and distance scales, respectively. The reliability level of the
questionnaire was 0.73 using Cochran alpha formula which indicated a high confidence coefficient.
The independent and dependent variables of this study were social capital and quality of life,
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correspondingly. To analyze the data, descriptive statistics (Mean, Standard Deviation and Variance)
and inferential statistics (Correlation, Path Analysis and Chi Square) were used.

Results and discussion

Of the 138 respondents, 74.08% of respondents were male and 25.92% were female. According to the
data of the calculation indexes, the score for each index was measured and the mean score was
obtained as follows: The level of people's social trust, participation, and coherence were analyzed 3.95,
3.85 and 4.03, individually. Also, the quality of life in the mental and objective dimensions were 2.85
and 3.02, discretely.

Based on Chi-square homogeneity test on agreement tables, analysis of the statistical relationships
between the social capital of the households under study and the quality of life of these households in
terms of the level of social capital and quality of life through cluster analysis in poor, medium and high
levels indicated a significant statistical difference between the dependent variable, the level of quality
of life of households and the independent variable of social capital of these households. Studies show
that there is a significant difference in the quality of life of the tribal households based on the level of
social capital. This relationship was also estimated to be positive that indicated there was a direct
relationship, so it could be said that the higher level of social capital, the higher the quality of life of
households would be indicated.

To study the effect of components of social capital on quality of life in the studied villages, the path
analysis model was used. In this study, the independent and dependent variables of this study were
social capital and quality of life, correspondingly. After this replacement calculation and calculating the
variance analysis of each variable, the calculation of direct effects of each of social capital indexes was
done. Then, to compute the indirect effects by multiplying all the paths by the desired factor and finally
collecting all the paths multiplied by the intended factor, the indirect effects were also calculated. The
study of the results of path analysis showed that the dimension of social participation had the greatest
impact on the social capital of rural households.

Conclusion

The inferential analyses of results on the social capital role in the tribal households' quality of life on
studied area were obtained. Analysis of the statistical relationships between the social capital of the
households under study and the quality of life of these households in terms of the level of social capital
and quality of life indicated a significant statistical difference between the dependent variable, the level
of quality of life of households and the independent variable of social capital of these households, so it
could be said that the higher level of social capital, the higher the quality of life of households would be
indicated. To study the effect of components of social capital on quality of life in the studied villages,
the path analysis model was used. In this study, the independent and dependent variables of this study
were social capital and quality of life, correspondingly. The results showed that the dimension of social
participation had the greatest impact on the social capital of rural households.

Key words: Social Trust, Social Coherence, Participation, Human Development, Kohkiloyeh
and Boyer Ahmad Provinces



