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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Rural guiding plans are the main comprehensive plans for development of rural areas across Iran. Since
1987, more than 16440 projects have been provided in different areas of the country, and about 7670
projects have been implemented so far. Two decades later, in the year 2007, the rural improvement
plans in sample villages focusing on employment began by Housing Foundation of Islamic Revolution.
In spite of great interaction between natural environment of the rural areas and development plans, no
comprehensive evaluation have been conducted over the impact of such programs. After more than
two decades of beginning of the Modified programs in rural areas and high costs of preparation and
implementation of such plans, people were encountered with different effects of such plans like
changes in the physical structure of the village, change in the patterns of housing, etc. The main
objective of this study was to analyze the effects of the implementation of reconstruction plans in
Workaneh village in Hamedan province from the villagers' point of view. This study was also
conducted to identify existing bottlenecks and modifications in the presentation and implementation of
such projects.

Methodology

This study was basically done as a descriptive-analytical research. In this method, by selecting and
studying selected samples of society, the frequency, distribution and relations between variables are
criticized and analyzed. The population of this study is the total of supervisors of the households in the
Vorkaneh village of Hamedan which were 214 households through all calculation. A questionnaire
containing 18 open questions and 70 closed questions was used to collect data. The accuracy of
indexes and items in the questionnaire or face validity were confirmed by specialists. To analyze the
reliability of the research tool, the questionnaires were given to 30 heads of households, the results
were examined and Cronbach alpha was calculated. The obtained result was 0.94% which was rather
an acceptable figure. Based on the nature of the research, the data in this study were described and
analyzed. In the descriptiion section of data, descriptive statistics such as frequency, percentage,
median, mode, standard deviation, variance, mean, and others' were used.
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Results and discussion

Participants of this study were 42 years old on average. A majority of them were illiterate (44 percent)
and a few of them had finished the high school and hold a diploma degree. About the efficacy of the
rural improvement plans on housing indexes: The most important housing indexes are those with a
lower coefficient of variation. The most important factors influencing the housing indexes due to the
implementation of a rural improvement plan which were made by the heads of households were
avoiding the establishment of residential units in the vicinity of floods and rivers, observing the
regulations on construction by people, and the possibility of preparing and constructing housing for
villagers in the form of improvement plan were with coefficients of variation 0.235, 0.249, and 0.281,
respectively. However, the most important factors influencing the health indexes due to the
implementation of the rural improvement plan, which the households' supervisors stated, were the
possibility of preparing and access to sanitary drinking water, preventing contamination with floor
covering on the general population of the village, and determination of waste disposal area in the
village range with coefficients of variation 0.230, 0.231, and 0.225, correspondingly. About the
efficacy of the rural improvement plans on land use indexes: The most important housing indexes are
those with a lower coefficient of variation. The most important factors influencing the land use indexes
due to the implementation of a rural improvement plan which were made by the heads of households
were attention to the preservation of contexts with historical-cultural values in the village, attracting
facilities and welfare services in rural areas, and development of construction in the village with
coefficients of variation 0.200, 0.222, and 256, respectively. About the efficacy of the rural
improvement plans on passageways network indexes: Accordingly, the most important factors
affecting the passageways network indexes due to the implementation of a rural improvement plan,
which the households' supervisors stated, was to increase the quality of passageways network and
improvement them, ease of villagers' commuting, and making the pavements beautiful with
coefficients of variation 0.268, 0.269, and 0.302, respectively. Also, the results of Pearson correlation
coefficient showed that there is not any significant relationship between agricultural land performance
and other variables due to the implementation of rural improvement plan.

Finally, the results of Pearson correlation coefficient showed that there is a significant and positive
relationship between garden function and the only land use variable index at level 99%. There is not
any significant relationship between agricultural land performance and other variables due to the
implementation of rural improvement plan. These results generally suggested that there is not a
significant relationship between the economic situations of the region's people in general and the
applied indexes for evaluating the improvement plan. The results of Kruskal-Wallis test also indicated
that there was no significant and meaningful relationship between the education level of the studied
society and the type of ownership with the indexes used in this study and, only the positive and
significant relationship was determined between land ownership and health index at level 95%.

Conclusion

The results totally indicated that the proposed program or plan had different effects on the five
dimensions considered by local people’s points of view in the studied area. Regarding the fact that the
prioritization of the housing indexes in the studied village indicated that the improvement plan had not
been successful in improving the quality of materials for construction and rural rehabilitation. It was,
therefore, suggested that by providing long-term loans to residents to reconstruct their homes and, they
participate in the implementation of the plan.

Key Words: Development Projects, Improvement Plans, Effect Analysis, Varkane Village,
Rural Development



