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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Urbanization development and growing process of urban population has caused problems such
as excessive use of resources, environmental pollution, increased social anomalies and
economic problems at urban communities. Sustainable development has been the main slogan in
the third millennium and the new paradigm in the most popular theoretical and scientific
literature concerning urban development and planning. Urbanization development raises Issues
such as preventing urban and regional pollution, protecting recycling, failing to support harmful
development, and eliminating the gap between the poor and the rich. In the last decades,
promotion of sustainable urban futures has become the focus of urban studies, and as a result,
numerous urban concepts have been developed to promote urban sustainability. The objective of
this study is to analyze and categorize the factors affecting urban sustainability in Ardebil city
from the citizens' points of view as the main beneficiaries of urban planning program. Thus, the
concept of sustainable urban development is widely discussed among the urban intelligentsia by
titles like Urban Health, Urban Ecology, Green City, Smart City, etc. The World Commission
on Environment and Development (1987) has suggested the best definition of the consensus of
the scientific community till now:

Sustainable development is a development which fulfills current needs without compromising
the ability of next generation for itself. Subsequently, research on sustainable urbanization was
transformed into a much more detailed and complex form and raised the need for systematic
intelligence to move towards sustainability. A comprehensive set of principles, strategies and
concepts of urban planning was introduced by planners to coordinate traditional planning and to
design with a new and updated concept of sustainability. Urban sustainability is a process in
which, measurable improvements can take place in long term for human welfare, which can be
evaluated through environmental dimensions (Resources Use with Environmental Effects),
economic (Optimal Use of Resources and Economic Return), and social (Health and Social
Welfare) impact. Not only did research and practices not become repetitive and transforming it
into a purely specific sense on urban sustainability after decades, but also this concept
flourished more after a number of considerations and produced a series of new concepts. The
traditional concept of sustainable cities, which is still in its first theoretical and practical
discourse, attracts more attention of new concepts such as ecosystem of the city with low carbon
and smart city.

* Corresponding Author: Email: Sayyadl@yahoo.com
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Methodology

This study was done to answer this question: What factors affect the sustainability of urban
development from the citizens’ points of view? The study was descriptive-analytical research
and the method of collecting information was documentary and survey (Field Finder).
Population were the citizens of Ardabil city. The sample size included 384 members based on
Cochran formula, while there was a two stages cluster sampling method. The 26 items of the
research questionnaire were reduced to five factors using exploratory factor analysis.

Results and discusion

All the five factors explain 68.059 percent of total variance. The first factor (environment
design) plays the most important role with specific value 5.636 (21.676% of variance) in setting
all effective variance factors on urban sustainability. Then the social factor with specific value
3.707 (14.259% of variance), management factor with specific value 3.695 (14.212% of
variance) economic-infrastructural factor with specific value 475/2 (518/9% of variance)
environmental factor with specific value 183.2 (8.3394 percent variance) were located at
second, third, fourth, and fifth level of factors affecting urban sustainability.

Conclusion

In this article we did our best to study analysis factors affecting urban sustainability from the
citizen’s points of view. In the last studies, related to urban sustainability, only three ecological,
social and economic indexes were considered. Now the indexes had been changed; for example
smart cities, creative cities, urban good governance, etc., and their relationship with urban
sustainable development. Urban sustainability was a relative concept and its condition and
quality varied from one place to another. Also, attention to the demands and needs of the
various groups of the city and the recognition of those demands and the essential needs were of
other important issues in determining sustainability targets which should be considered. It
should be noted that although each of the studied indexes was a key element in achieving
sustainable urban development and each one had a specific place in the urban planning system,
the existence of each of them lonely is not a necessary condition in promotion of urban
sustainability. What makes these indexes conditional enough in sustainable urban development
issues was the need for all of them to be together and the necessity to have them all together.
The most important problem in this study was the local views on the sustainability idea and the
citizens' participation.
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