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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Culture is a concept of polysemy and in transitions that assures a specific status for a nation or
society. In fact, culture is a collection of systematic costumes and values among a group of
individuals that characterizes economic activities as well. It circulates through cultural
development, which is a process with changes in cognition, perception, and inclinations
creating a particular character that its beliefs, capabilities, and behaviors provide it with
developments. It is attempted, through 15 cultural criteria, to evaluate the status of cities in
Fars province by the help of TOPSIS model in order to provide cultural planners with
applicable results.

Methodology

The methodology of this study is descriptive-analytic with an approach for development.
Required data was collected through documentary research. The statistical population in this
research is 29 cities of Fars province. In analysis, firstly criteria for scoring were measured
through examining main elements (particular vector), then cities were ranked utilizing
TOPSIS model, and finally achieved results were analyzed. Considered criteria in the study
are: 1) the number of active movie theaters 2) the number of printing-houses submitted to Fars
Province Department of Culture and Islamic Guidance 3) the number of public libraries 4) the
number of public library members 5) the number of Institute for the Intellectual Development
of Children and Young Adults 6) the number of members in Institute for the Intellectual
Development of Children and Young Adults 7) the number of cultural houses 8) the number
of cultural complexes 9) the number of cultural products exhibitions 10) the number of
newspapers 11) the number of weekly newspapers or magazines 12) the number of bimonthly
publications 13) the number of monthly publications 14) the number of quarterly publications
15) the number of mosque cultural centers.

Results and discussion
Analyzing cultural criteria in cities of Fars province, the following results were achieved:

* Corresponding Author: Email: Fkarimio8@gmail.com
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1. Results of studies on 29 cities of Fars province indicated that there is a large gap between
Shiraz city as the only city with the high score of (0.9542) and other cities realized in
deprivation.

2. Results indicated that cultural facilities and services are concentrated on Shiraz city and
other cities are in subsequent ranks with difference.

3. Cultural inequalities may lead to unpleasant consequences in Fars province.

4. Due to unfavorable consequences led by regional imbalances, regional distributions must be
reconsidered by cultural policy makers and planners.

5. The necessity of plans for participations and investments by several groups in
underdeveloped cities is inevitable.

6. Cultural infrastructures should be developed in underdeveloped cities for more appropriate
cultural services.

7. Informational and technological developments in undeveloped regions through institutions,
reformations, and regulations are required for new cultural services.

8. There should be more interactions and contacts among elites and individuals in charge of
culture in order to consult for appropriate decisions in developing culture over Fars province.

Conclusion

Evaluating regional cultural development should be in line with accepted standards in
international development programs. It means region ought to move toward cultural change
and modernization; in other words, not only is having modern technology required for cultural
development, but also this technology should recognize, modify, record, preserve, and transfer
regional culture in order to prevent imbalance in social and cultural structures. In most of
developing countries, there is incoordination in addition to regional inequalities. Weaker or
stronger, these inequalities are observed in different regions of these countries. Intraregional
and interregional inequalities are manifestations of Third World countries caused by
economic, social, apolitical conditions. Economic inequality leads to cultural inequality that
brings about more unpleasant consequences. Thus, studying and comparing regions, systems,
and subsystems, such as comparative study of cultural elements among cities of a province,
can help planners and social-economic policy makers with correct decisions and programs in
reducing regional inequalities. The results of this study indicated that there is a large gap
among cities of Fars province in regard to cultural criteria in a way 28 other cities in province
are next to Shiraz (with score of 0.9542) with a significant difference; therefore, spatial
planning and presenting correct strategies are indispensable for achieving development and
balance in region.

Key words: development , culture, cultural indices , TOPSIS model, Province Fars



