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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The role of creativity in creating innovation and economic progress is very important and cities are
considered as the main place of production of new ideas, products and processes. Diversification into
livelinoods strategies, one of the most important indicators of sustainable development, emerged in
urban areas in different ways that one of the most important is the idea of a creative city. So that this
idea is now proposed as a strategic way in planning, implementation and thinking arena and are taken
into consideration by most of city executives. However, some cities, including Ferdows have not
benefited from this trend. This city has been struggling with economic, social and environmental
constraints, and numerous efforts have been made to get rid of these conditions. But the efforts made
were largely based on natural resources and land, which, unfortunately, didn't suit well and didn't bring
significant results. Activities in the field of industry and mining have also failed to make significant
progress in this city. Recent draughts have also destroyed many of the foundations of the city, and
evacuated most villages in the city and poor and indigent population have invaded surrounding towns
and specially the city center. To this end, this study aimed to determine the extent of success in
achieving creative cities in the Ferdows in South Khorasan province, in order to determine the location
of this city in terms of urban creativity and the difference between the areas and neighborhoods in it, in
terms of indicators of the creative city.

Methodology

The research method was descriptive and analytical and the required data are gathered from
documentary sources and survey methods. Data gathering tools in the field part was interview and
questionnaire which was collected from a sample of 380 people. In this study, the survey method has
been used to determine the importance of criteria and variables and opinions are scaled based on a five-
point Likert. accordingly, seldom, few, medial, much and very much selection switches respectively
dedicated points one to five and the assumed mean is the number three. In fact, expert's opinions and
ideas have been used to determine the coefficients of importance of criteria and sub-criteria in this
field. The data collected with single sample t test, One-way ANOVA analysis and Tukey's pursuit have
been analyzed in SPSS, Expert choice and excel software and AHP model used for weighing indices
and TOPSIS method was exploited to rating neighborhoods.

* Corresponding Author: Email:saberifar@yahoo.com
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Results and Discussion

Results indicated that a single sample t test was used to access the status of creative city criteria in
Ferdows city. Based on the data obtained from this test the average calculated for creative city criteria
is lower than its theoretical average (3) and the zero assumption is not rejected (probability of less than
0.5). This indicates the low status pf the criteria for a creative city in the Ferdows city. Considering the
high and low values in this research, it can be said that due to the lack of upper and lower limit, the
average urban creative dimension in Ferdows is smaller than the examination amount and the
difference is significant. One-way ANOVA and Tukey's follow-up analysis were used to
determine the difference between the neighborhoods of Ferdows city and the criteria of the

creative city. The findings showed that the criteria for "creative human capital”, "social capital”,
"urban landscape”, "innovation and entrepreneurship”, "creative and cultural industries” and
"communication technology”, with a meaningful level (less likely than 0.01), confirms the
difference between neighborhoods. Namely, Fisher's examination in all criteria at the error level
less than 0.01 and with confidence (99%) is significant and shows that the average difference
between the criteria of the creative city among the neighborhoods is statistically significant. In
the final stage, the proportion of proximity to the positive ideal option is calculated, and the
final rank of each of the neighborhoods is derived from the criteria of the creative city. The
calculations showed that the Farhangian neighborhood gained the highest score in comparison
with all criteria of the creative city with the score of 808.0 and was identified as the first
neighborhood. Ghods neighborhood is ranked second with a score of 776/0 and is in a good
position than other neighborhoods. It should be noted that the rating of other neighborhoods is
much different and lower than the first two neighborhoods. As 8 neighborhoods in the
neighborhoods of Ferdows have earned a score below 0.5. Meanwhile, Tavakol neighborhood
has earned the lowest score of 204.0 points and has unfavorable conditions for the realization of
the goals of the creative city. Similarly, Sa'adabad and Javad Alaemah (AS) neighborhoods
respectively with a score of 266.0 and a score of 29.71 have lower scores.

Conclusion

Although some neighborhoods have achieved little success in this connection, but the general status of
the indicators of the city in Ferdows is not desirable. Meanwhile, social capital criteria, creative human
capital, and communication technology have relatively more favorable conditions than other criteria.
While urban landscape criteria, innovation and entrepreneurship, creative and cultural industries in
Ferdos are not desirable. This situation shows that the factors that affect people and their internal
connections are fairly good, but what is relevant to the authorities and managers has not a very positive
trend. In general, in evaluating the neighborhoods in relation to all criteria of the creative city, the
Farhangian community has the highest score and has a favorable situation and conditions for realizing
the goals of the creative city in Ferdows. Tavakol Neighborhood has the lowest score and has adverse
and unfavorable conditions to the criteria of the creative city and the realization of the goals of the
creative city. These results could be explained by the fact that the neighborhoods that were openly
embraced by the new residents and embraced a wide range of people with different views and points of
view, had gained better conditions for obtaining the indicators of the creative city. While the
neighborhoods which is often interested in a particular group of people and in the same circumstances,
has not had a very favorable condition.

Key words: Creative City, Urban Creativity, AHP Model, TOPSIS Method, Ferdows.



