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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In today's world, emigrating and people's spatial displacing as a sustainable topic in various
fields of human, social, and geography has attracted the attention of researchers. Emigration is
one of the four main causes of population changes, due to its nature, in addition to long-term
changes; it can create fast and short-term effects on population size and structure. Research on
the emigration of villagers to cities mainly seeks to explain why villagers are emigrating and
what are the factors influencing their decision on emigration. Economic and non-economic
factors co-coordinately affect on the causes and motivation of rural emigration to city. All
evidences suggest that young people tend to emigrate more than other age groups. In the long
term, this may lead to reduce and siphon off the young generation from rural areas. The
weaknesses of rural infrastructure may also double this problem in result this can lead villagers
to immigrate in urban areas in order to get better opportunities. Therefore, emigration has been
occurred in particular among the graduate strata as a brain drain from rural areas. In this way,
the traditional value of rural communities based on the simplicity and clarity seems to be fading
in comparison with urban culture, and emigration seems to be one of its consequences. Most of
researches on rural immigration to cities have mainly focused on identifying reasons and factors
for taking place this emigration until new solutions and strategies can be presented for rural
development planning. Therefore, this study has focused on exploring various factors affecting
the rural immigration to Sardasht city.

Methodology

The study was a quantitative and descriptive-analytic in terms of nature but in terms of data
collection method it has used a kind of surveying methodology. Data collection tool was a
questionnaire that validated by face validity method as well as the questionnaire's reliability
tested by using a Cronbach's Alpha technique. The calculated Alpha's coefficient was 0.79
which is acceptable. Statistical society of the study was emigrants of 10 villages of Sardasht that
have been settled in cities and their population was 600 people. Using Cochran formula, 120 of
them were selected from the whole society randomly. In the descriptive section, descriptive
statistics such as frequency, percentage, mean, mode, standard deviation, variance, CV (SD/M)
have been used. The data were analyzed using SPSS software version 17. Factor analysis
method has also been used to identify the key factors affecting emigration.

Results and Discussion
Findings revealed that inadequate income in rural areas and the poverty problem was the most
important factor in rural-urban immigration. The findings also showed that job losses in villages
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in the second priority and gaining economic benefits and wealth in cities more than villages
were the third important factor in rural-urban immigration. Awvailability of more job
opportunities in urban areas and difference in wages in rural and urban areas, imbalances
between rural and urban development, lack of capital in rural areas were other important
priorities in this regards. According to the results of this study, factors affecting emigration of
rural immigrants to Sardasht city can be divided into ten factors: economic and supportive,
imbalance between rural and urban facilities, communication and information, cultural,
geographical, income, infrastructure, weather and climate, social, and personal factors.

Conclusion

Emigration is a phenomenon that most countries in the world, whether developed or non-
developed, are struggling with it. Emigration takes place for various reasons such as economic,
social, cultural, natural and demographic. Among the factors affecting rural-urban immigration,
economic factors have a more significant role so that the lack of job opportunities and
decreasing the number of jobs in rural areas is one of the most important reasons for rural-urban
immigration. The results of this study showed the economic, occupational and supporting
factors are the most important factors affecting immigration from the viewpoint of the villagers
that were immigrated to cities. Due to the climatic conditions in the villages of the Sardasht city,
which agriculture is not available in all seasons, farmers have been unemployed for half a year.
This, in turn, will exacerbate the rural-urban immigration so that most of the rural emigrants of
this city emigrate seasonally. The villagers are coming to towns in the hope that cities can solve
some of their economic problems. Another issue that affects people in the villages of Sardasht
city is the lack of capital in rural areas due to the lack of government support from the villagers
and the lack of facilities they need. Results also revealed that the lack of welfare facilities,
health and education are important factors affecting rural-urban immigration. Another reason for
the rural-urban immigration was related to the natural factors such as scattering of agricultural
lands and the small size of the farms.

Another important reason for the rural-urban immigration in Sardasht was about less attention to
small and medium size enterprises (SME) and handicraft industries in rural areas. Because the
handicraft industries have a very considerable contribution in employment of this region, the
city of Sardasht has a lot of handicrafts and this industry along with agriculture can prevent
emigration by creating employment. But, due to the lack of support from these local handicrafts,
they continue to be forgotten. In order to solve the rural-urban immigration problem, or at least
to reduce it, the following recommendations are proposed: the necessary information and
communication infrastructures should be available to rural people, suitable job opportunities
should be created in rural areas by creating early-stage enterprises and Small handicrafts
workshops, rural producers and farmers need to be supported through the cooperatives, self-help
organizations, and entrepreneurial activities, cultural facilities and recreation centers should be
created for young people and elderly people in rural areas. In addition, land consolidation plans
should be improved, rural transport facilities need to be available and rural roads should be
improved in order to create a balance between urban and rural development.
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