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Abstract

The creation of child-friendly communities is a key element in building sustainable and vibrant cities. Existing
research in this field has primarily focused on identifying challenges and barriers as well as enhancing children’s
participation in social processes. Despite the adoption of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
by the Islamic Republic of Iran in 1993, a significant gap remains between the practical conditions of
environmental design and planning and the frameworks of child-friendly places.Given the necessity of expanding
research and specializing topics on an international scale, studies conducted in Iran regarding the development of
child- and adolescent-friendly spaces still face research gaps in many areas. A detailed review of sources,
structuring prior studies, identifying research priorities, and recognizing existing gaps within the Iranian context
can reduce researchers' confusion and prevent repetitive studies.This article aims to outline guidelines for future
research and explore areas and topics related to the development of child- and adolescent-friendly public spaces.
The research adopts a qualitative approach, utilizing grounded theory for coding, categorizing, and analyzing
macro and micro research domains. Moreover, triangulation methods have been employed to validate the research
findings. The study initially identifies and codes 227 prominent prior sources in the field of designing child-
friendly public spaces through thematic analysis.The main findings of this study include:The presentation of two
charts that organize existing topics and studies, facilitating the identification of research gaps compared to the
global literature.The introduction of seven key topics whose development seems more feasible given Iran's local
conditions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The concept of creating child-friendly
communities is a cornerstone of designing
vibrant and sustainable cities. While global
discourse emphasizes addressing the barriers
children face and fostering their participation in
societal processes, the local context in many
regions, including Iran, shows significant gaps.
Despite the adoption of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC) by the Islamic Republic of Iran in
1993, there remains a considerable disparity
between the existing practical conditions and
the established frameworks for child-friendly
environments. This paper aims to identify these
gaps and provide a structured roadmap of
existing studies to foster research and
innovation in various domains related to child-
friendly communities.

Methodology

This research utilizes a Grounded Theory
approach to gain a comprehensive
understanding of creating child-friendly public
spaces. The study was conducted in two main
stages: first, a systematic review of 227 key
sources on child-friendly urban design was
carried out, with thematic analysis used to code
and categorize the findings. The second stage
involved developing a conceptual framework
by synthesizing core themes and identifying
gaps in Iranian research compared to global
trends. To ensure the reliability and validity of
the results, the study adopted a methodological
triangulation approach, integrating multiple
data collection and analysis methods, including
systematic  literature  reviews, discourse
analysis, conceptual framing, semi-structured
interviews, and academic validation. The
systematic review process followed PRISMA
guidelines and consisted of two steps: data
collection  and data  extraction. A
comprehensive search identified 2,136 articles
from major databases such as Google Scholar,
Scopus, Sage, and Taylor & Francis, focusing
on studies published between 1980 and 2024 to
capture the evolution of child-friendly urban
discourse. After filtering duplicates and
irrelevant studies, 250 high-quality articles
were shortlisted, and following in-depth

qualitative analysis, 227 studies were selected
for coding and thematic grouping.

Results and discussion

The study mapped research themes by creating
two visual diagrams that organized national and
international studies on child-friendly spaces,
highlighting thematic concentrations and
revealing research gaps. A comparative analysis
identified deficiencies in key areas such as
participatory practices, environmental justice,
and the cultural adaptation of child-friendly
urban design. Based on these findings, seven
key research domains with high potential for
development in Iran were proposed,
considering the country's socio-cultural, legal,
and infrastructural contexts. These domains
provide pathways for actionable and impactful
studies aimed at enhancing child-friendly urban
planning.

Conclusion

Despite the formal adoption of the UNCRC,
Iranian children and adolescents remain
marginalized in urban planning and design
processes. This study emphasizes the need for
extensive research to adapt existing frameworks
to Iran’s unique context. By fostering children’s
participation in urban decision-making,
researchers and policymakers can move closer
to creating truly inclusive environments. Until
then, efforts will serve more as educational
exercises in civic participation than as genuine
transformations of urban spaces.
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