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An Examination of
Patterning, Action Transfer, and Generalization in Epic Folk Narratives

Abstract

Folk narratives related to epic literature, particularly the Shahnameh, have emerged as a continuation of the
Shahnameh-writing tradition. Previously, the late Sayyed Abolgasem Enjavi Shirazi compiled a collection of these
orally transmitted narratives, publishing them in a three-volume book titled Ferdowsi-nama. By studying these
narratives, we discover that sometimes the life of a historical or epic character serves as a model for constructing a
new character. For example, the minister of Tahmurat is taken as a model to create a minister for Houshang, or a story
similar to the childhood of Cyrus is crafted for Goudarz. In some cases, an action attributed to a hero in an official or
historical epic narrative is assigned to another hero in folk narratives. For instance, Kay Khosrow’s disappearance is
attributed to Zal, or Shiruya’s act of seizing his father’s wife is ascribed to Zahhak. Sometimes, a function or
characteristic originally specific to a particular character or mythical being is generalized to others. For example, the
healing power of Simurgh, originally unique to Zal’s lineage, is extended to Siyavash, or the tamarisk (gaz) arrow
used by Rostam to kill Spandyar becomes a tool for killing Akvan Div as well.

Keywords: Folk Narratives, Shahnameh, Patterning, Action Transfer, Generalization.



