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Original Paper The allegory of the perfect man in the
story of Jonathan the Seagull (by Richard Bach)
based on mystical texts

Sareh Tarbiat

Abstract

One of the common methods in world literature is the use of code and
allegory to rhetoric the text and the richness of the concept. The story of
Jonathan, the seagull, is one of the most important allegorical stories in
Western literature that has much in common with Iranian Islamic mysticism.
The concept of the perfect man, which is expressed in the form of allegory
in Persian poetry and poems, expresses the image of the transcendence of
human nature and soul through harmony with true light and isolation from
worldly belongings. In Jonathan's story, this seagull reaches the truth and
the status of a perfect human being in similar ways to Islamic mysticism.

In this research, the common aspects of these two categories have been
studied in a descriptive-analytical manner. The need for research is not
limited to recognizing the common roots of human thought; Comparative
research leads to the expansion of the scope of knowledge of literary and
interpretive texts and in order to recognize the influence of the concept of
the perfect man and mystical journey to neighboring cultures.

Keywords: Allegory,lranian and Islamic mysticism,Richard Bach, Jonathan
Livingston Seagull, The Perfect man.
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