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Journal of Research
Allegory in Persian

Language and Literature

L
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OdginalPiper - Anglyzing the Role of Allegory in Shaping
the Poetry of Akhavan Sales and Soheil Mahmoudi

Marjan Aliakbarzade Zehtab'", Ameneh Gharleghi?

Abstract

The literary device of allegory serves as a tool for elucidating the language of poetry and
can also acquire symbolic dimensions. The primary issue of this research, conducted using
a descriptive-analytical method and based on library resources, is to examine the role of
allegory in the poetry of Akhavan Sales and Soheil Mahmoudi, and how both poets have
utilized allegory in their works. The significance of this research lies in the value of
allegory as a poetic language and the esteemed position of both poets in contemporary
literature. The main question is how Akhavan Sales and Mahmoudi have employed allegory
in comparison to each other. The hypothesis posits that while both poets use allegory in
their poetry, the manner of their application exhibits both similarities and differences. The
objective of this study is to understand the application of allegory in the poetry of the two
selected poets. The necessity of this research is due to the extensive use of allegory by both
poets, which will deepen the reader's understanding of their poetry. Some findings of the
research include Akhavan’s skill in descriptive and narrative allegories, with themes that
are often melancholic, socio-political, and nationalistic, whereas Mahmoudi’s allegories are
more religious, centered on the Islamic Revolution, Sacred Defense, love, and socio-
political issues. In terms of structure, both poets employ allegories on both horizontal and
vertical axes. Regarding the clarity of the allegories, Akhavan’s are often symbolic and
rarely explicit, while Mahmoudi’s are generally more explicit and rarely cryptic.

Key words: Allegory, Akhavan Sales, Soheil Mahmoudi.
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Abstract

Contemporary Persian poetry, as an artistic domain, delves deeper into symbols and
complex allegories. The allegory of the “wolf,” symbolizing power, violence, and the
connection between humans and nature, is presented in various forms across different
poems. Analyzing this allegory can provide new insights into the social and cultural
concerns of poets. The aim of this article is to analyze the allegory of the “wolf” in the
works of selected contemporary Persian poets. By focusing on the various semantic and
cultural dimensions of this allegory, the study seeks to investigate Its role in reflecting
social and psychological issues in today’s poetry. The necessity of this research arises from
the recent social and cultural transformations in Iran and their impact on literature; studying
prevalent allegories in contemporary poetry will help achieve a better understanding of the
hidden discourses and social consciousness of poets. Consequently, this research can pave
the way for further studies In the field of allegory In Persian literature. The methodology of
this research is analytical-descriptive. By selecting works from contemporary poets such as
Akhavan Sales, Fereydoun Moshiri, Forough Farrokhzad, and Nima Yoshij, the allegory of
the “wolf” is explored from various semantic angles. Textual analysis, as the primary
method of this research, allows for a deeper understanding of the relationship between this
allegory and its social, cultural, and psychological contexts. This article aims to offer novel
and credible perspectives on the understanding of contemporary Persian poetry, considering
various interpretations of the “wolf” allegory.
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Abstract

Allegory is one of the most widespread ways of expressing a subject, which
conveys moral, educational, social, and political ideas and messages to the reader.
In the Mehri ritual, which is one of the first ancient rituals of Iran, perhaps for the
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Abstract

One of the scientific and proven methods of criticizing literary texts is the interdisciplinary
study of these works; Analysis of literary texts based on legal and sociological studies is
one of the important types of interdisciplinary studies. This method of study causes the
microscopic observation and scrutinization of the internal angles of literary texts;
Therefore, in order to get to know an author as well as possible, interdisciplinary review
and criticism of that text is necessary. In this thesis, considering the importance of legal
issues in the formation of exciting literary stories and also the role of allegorical literature
in introducing legal principles, to examine the reflection of the provisions of the
Declaration of Human Rights in the fictional works of the Iranian modernist writer Shahriar
Mandanipour and the Japanese writer. Kazeo Ishiguro is paid. The study method in this
research is descriptive-analytical and the data collection method is library studies. For this
purpose, some fictional works of these authors have been studied and analyzed. According
to the findings of this research, among the most important provisions of human rights that
Mandanipour and Ishiguro ordered their audience to observe, freedom and equality in terms
of dignity and rights; The right to freedom and personal security, equality, justice and
peace.
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