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Zooplankton of the southern Caspian Sea

*H. Mohammadkhani' and T. Enayat Gholampour’
'Inland Waters Aquatic Stocks Research Center-Gorgan, Iranian Fisheries Research Organisation,
Agricultural Research, Education and Extention Organization (AREEO), Gorgan, Iran

Abstract

In this study 16 groups of zooplankton belong protozoa, arthropoda, rotifer and cyliophora
were investigated. The number of these zooplanktons were accounted in m’ and also their
biomass (mg/m’) was measured. The average biomass of zooplankton was measured 531.74,
30.77, 225.07 and 96.26 mg/m’ respectively and the total was attained 883.83 mg/m’. The
maximum and minimum biomass of all zooplanktons was estimated in November and July,
3446.23 and 6 mg/m’ respectively. Furthermore, the maximum and minimum numbers of
zooplanktons were found in September and July which were 48.4 and 0.002 millions
respectively and the average number was 8.4 ind/m”.

Keywords: Gorgan Bay; South of Caspian Sea; Zooplankton
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