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Abstract:

France is a country with parliamentary-presidential system in which both President and
parliament are chosen by the majority vote; therefore, elections and popular vote have a very
special place in the political structure of France and the French have always viewed elections
with special sensitivity. Therefore, the current study aims to investigate the electoral system
of the French Republic. The main question of this research is on what basis was the French
electoral system formed? The thesis of this research is that the French electoral system is a
two-stage electoral system with an "absolute majority™ in the first election and a "relative
majority” in the second election. This means that both in the presidential election and the
national assembly election, the candidates must receive at least half of the votes, otherwise
the election will be moved to the second round in which the first two candidates in the
presidential election and in the National Assembly who get at least 12.5% of the votes will
go to the second round of the election. In the second stage, which is based on simple
majority, the candidates who get the most votes win the election. The main complication of
the French elections is in allocating seats to the winning parties in the National Assembly
elections. The seats are divided between the winning parties based on a special formula. The
more vote recieved by the parties and campaigns, the more seats are to be taken by them
exponentially. The formula for calculating the votes and transforming them into seats is that
to whatsoever extend the votes of the parties increases, their seats are as the result increase
exponentially. For instance, if A party wins 10% of the votes, B party 20% and C party 40%,
A party would win only 5% of the seats, B party 18% and C party 62% of the! All this
means that the main parties would take most of the seats and the minor parties are
marginalized! This is why many of the parties would merge to be able to win more seats.

Keywords: Elections, France, Relative Majority, absolute Majority, Dentte
Formula and Pluralism.
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