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Abstract

The relationship between religion and politics is considered the most important
issue and challenge for religious thinkers and intellectuals in the contemporary
history of Iran. The main question and purpose of this research is that the
perception of various religious intellectuals, especially in Motahari and Soroush's
views on democracy in Iran, was based on what components. By adopting the
analytical method, it can be said that religious intellectuals do not have a single
interpretation of the relationship between republicanism and Islamism. Part of the
religious intellectualism considers the republic, the link between the two as a single
inseparable truth, and another part of the religious intellectual stream considers it
impossible to define the people of the "republic” with "Islamic” criteria. The
findings of this research, based on comparative analysis, show that the general
approach of Iranian thinkers from different traditional approaches, such as the
religious modernist approach, such as Shahid Motahari and Soroush, and shows
that they share the same opinion on the existence of challenges and the necessity
of interaction between religion and the republic and the integrity of the people.
However, they have fundamental differences about propositions such as how to
implement, the nature of democracy, the formation of government, the necessity
of government, and human expectations from religion and pluralism.
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