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Abstract

The story of Rostam and Sohrab in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, with its tragic
theme, provides a suitable ground for analyzing social relations and human
interactions. Van Leeuwen's social actor model, emphasizing the representation
of characters and communicative structures, serves as a precise tool for
analyzing the communicative equations in this story. This model includes
components such as exclusion, inclusion, specification, genericization,
abstraction, and role allocation. Using a descriptive-analytical approach and
library-based resources, this study examines the communicative equations in
the story of Rostam and Sohrab based on these components. The findings
reveal that the exclusion of minor actors, the foregrounding of main heroes, and
the lack of differentiation in certain concepts strengthen the epic and tragic
messages of the story. Dehumanization through embodiment and
instrumentalization amplifies the emotional impact of the battle between
Rostam and Sohrab, elevating the narrative from a personal level to social and
cultural dimensions. The results of this analysis demonstrate that Ferdowsi
artistically portrays the conflict between power, awareness, and ignorance
through communicative patterns. Van Leeuwen's model enables a deeper
interpretation of the hidden layers and social meanings of this epic work.
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Introduction

Epic literature has always served as a mirror reflecting the beliefs, values, and
social structures of ancient societies. Among these, epic narratives such as the
story of "Rostam and Sohrab" in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh not only highlight
mythological and national concepts but also provide a platform for exploring
human relationships, social roles, and the ideological functions of language
within the text. With the expansion of linguistic approaches to literary analysis,
it has become possible to investigate the hidden dimensions of these works
from linguistic and social perspectives. One of the most important frameworks
recently employed for discourse analysis and the study of power relations in
various texts is Van Leeuwen’s "Social Actors" model. This model focuses on
how individuals and groups are represented in language, offering tools to
understand the representation of social relations, power, identity, and the
processes of exclusion and emphasis.

This model, through components such as "exclusion" and "inclusion,"
"identification" and 'classification," as well as "personalization" and
"activation," enables us to examine how social actors are represented or
concealed in texts, and what social and ideological meanings emerge from these
processes. Accordingly, the present study aims to apply Van Leeuwen’s model
to analyze the tragic story of Rostam and Sohrab as a text rich in power
relations, emotions, ignorance, and identity, investigating the representation of
social actors and communicative structures within it.

Methodology

This research is descriptive-analytical in nature and was conducted to examine
and analyze the content and ideas of the selected work. From a purpose
perspective, it is fundamental research, as it seeks to achieve a deeper
theoretical and analytical understanding of the literary and social dimensions of
the story of Rostam and Sohrab. Data collection was conducted using
documentary and library research methods. The sources examined included
original text versions, scholarly books, scientific articles, and materials related
to discourse analysis theories and Van Leeuwen’s social actors model. The data
collection process involved a thorough review of texts, note-taking, and
extraction of components relevant to the research topic. During the analysis
phase, the collected data were qualitatively examined using descriptive-
analytical methodology principles to identify and elucidate social relations, the
roles of actors, and hidden meanings within the text.

Discussion and Analysis

This section examines the patterns of social actors in the story of Rostam and
Sohrab based on Van Leeuwen’s theoretical framework. The social agents
studied in this research include the main characters such as Rostam, Sohrab,
commanders, and warriors of the Iranian and Turanian armies, whose roles and
presence in the text are analyzed through two primary modes: exclusion and
inclusion. Exclusion of agents can take the form of "suppression," where the
character’s presence is completely hidden and unidentifiable, or
"backgrounding," where their presence is implied indirectly through their
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effects or actions. These types of exclusions are sometimes unconscious and
sometimes deliberate, aimed at reinforcing the discourse’s ideological direction.
Conversely, the explicit inclusion or representation of agents is manifested by
assigning active (activation) or passive (passivation) roles, analyzed through
processes such as topicalization and beneficiary role assignment. Additionally,
the reference to agents may occur via humanization (direct human
characterization) or dehumanization (reference to abstract or institutional
attributes), each influencing the audience’s perception of characters and
narrative situations. This discourse analysis demonstrates how linguistic and
discursive structures in representing actors articulate distinctions of power,
presence, and social absence in classical literary texts, playing a vital role in
shaping meaning and narrative progression.

Furthermore, three main methods of "identification" in representing social
actors in narrative texts are explored. First, "integration (aggregation),”" which
groups social actors together using conjunctions and coordination to indicate
their cohesion and shared purpose. Examples from Shahnameh poetry include
symbolic associations of characters like Tous, Gudarz, and Giv, presented as a
united group. In contrast, "disintegration (disaggregation)" presents actors
independently and separately to highlight differences or autonomy. This
method, through temporal, behavioral, and personality distinctions in epic texts,
facilitates a detailed and granular depiction of characters.

Next, "differentiation" functions to separate "in-group" from "out-group" or
"friend" from "enemy," aiding in representing the identity and special status of
each group or individual. Numerous instances appear in epic poetry where
characters and groups are distinguished based on traits, behaviors, or social
standing. Lastly, "naming and classification," as a third method, encompasses
individual naming, titling, and categorization to identify and categorize
characters based on unique identities or collective attributes. These methods are
crucial in reinforcing the narrative structure and transmitting value-based,
identity-related, and functional concepts in epic texts.

Conclusion

This study analyzed the communicative relationships in the story of Rostam
and Sohrab using Van Leeuwen’s social actors model to examine how social
actors are represented in this epic narrative. The findings indicate that actor
representation is predominantly clear and explicit, with over A¢7 of instances
involving direct identification and portrayal of actors. This clarity plays a
significant role in facilitating the audience’s understanding of the characters
and their positions within the story’s structure, especially in a text focused on
the conflict and tension between central figures.

Conversely, the exclusion component, comprising about Yo7 of cases, is
deliberately employed to obscure certain aspects of the narrative, creating a
mysterious and multifaceted interpretive space. This balance between explicit
mention and omission shapes the narrative structure such that clarity and
ambiguity interact, enhancing the story’s appeal and depth. Moreover, the role
assignment component, emphasizing topicalization, reflects the text’s focus on
highlighting key actors and their pivotal roles in advancing the narrative,
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though other subcomponents also contribute, enriching the narrative
complexity.

A notable observation is the significant role of humanization, accounting for
approximately YV7 of the representation, indicating that the narrative presents
actors as individuals with distinct traits and identities. This feature is
particularly important in epic stories like Rostam and Sohrab, fostering
emotional connections between the audience and characters and intensifying
the narrative’s semantic and affective impact.

Finally, components associated with ambiguity and concealment, such as
categorization and exclusion, though less frequent, play key roles in
constructing complex semantic layers and narrative suspense. This structural
duality between clarity and ambiguity elevates the story beyond a mere epic
narrative, making it a dynamic platform for representing social relations and
human actions.

Therefore, the analysis of social actor representation in Rostam and Sohrab
reveals that the text not only narrates epic events but, through its distinctive
structure, invites the audience to engage in deeper reflection on human
relationships, social roles, and the hidden meanings beneath the narrative.
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