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Abstract

Karen Horney is one of the psychoanalysts who, before Freud, emphasized social
interactions as factors affecting personality formation. Her attention is on the
social contexts in which an individual grows. The aim of the present study is to
analyze the root of anxiety in the main characters of the story collection "The
Mourners of the Bayal" by Gholamhossein Saaedi, which was conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method based on Karen Horney's theory. The story
collection "The Mourners of the Bayal" consists of eight consecutive stories, the
characters of all of which are neurotic individuals, whose neurosis is rooted in
the lack of childhood security in the family context and the abnormal society of
the bayal. According to Horney's theory, children's feelings of helplessness
depend on the behavior of their parents. While many characters in the bayal do
not have parents, they did not dare to disobey or oppose in the traditional village
society. In such circumstances, the child is forced to suppress his hostility, which
causes him basic anxiety. Most of the characters in the stories are anxious and
mourn for every problem and issue. Superstitions and madness have penetrated
the minds of the characters, and poverty and external fears torment them, and the
only way to reduce their anxiety is to resort to religious sanctities and shrines.
Neurotic people of Bayal, in order to satisfy their ten needs, engage in
unconventional and inconsistent behaviors with the social environment in which

they live.
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Detailed Abstract
-Introduction

Psychological criticism based on the theories of the great psychoanalyst Sigmund
Freud emerged in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. After him, great
psychologists such as Adler and Carl Jung entered this field in order to complete
Freud's ideas. Karen Horney, a German psychologist and psychoanalyst who was
one of Freud's followers, initially agreed with his ideas and theories, but after a
while she announced her opposition to the theory of sexual instinct and women's

envy of men.

Unlike Freud, who considered the main cause of mental illnesses to be the
suppression of sexual instincts, she connected their roots to the environment and,
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like Adler, presented the argument that the key to personality lies in social
relationships, not simply in childhood conflicts for pleasure. Freud considered
biological and physiological factors to be the cause and driving force of neurosis,
but Horney declared that the cause of neurotic problems was educational, cultural
and social factors and emphasized the impact and role of these issues in
personality development. The turning point of Horney's theory is "basic anxiety".
She defined this concept as the child's feeling of being alone and helpless in a
hostile world and stated in her theory of "basic contradiction" that mental
illnesses are the result of violent and abnormal relationships between people and
children. Accordingly, childhood is the most influential factor in the emergence
of various personality types. This theory later became the basis for the analysis
of literary works.

-Research Methodology

This research, using a descriptive-analytical method and using Karen Horney's
psychological theory, examined the roots of anxiety in the story collection of
Bill's Mourners, and the personality types of the individuals were examined and
analyzed.

-Discussion and Analysis

The story collection "The Mourners of Bayal" consists of eight connected stories,
all of which are neurotic characters whose neurosis stems from not experiencing
the security of childhood in the family and abnormal society of Bayal village.
According to Horney's theory, children's feelings of helplessness depend on their
parents' behavior. However, many characters in Bayal do not have parents and
do not dare to disobey or oppose in the traditional village society. In such
circumstances, the child is forced to suppress his hostility, which has caused the
basic anxiety of the village characters. Most of the characters in the stories mourn
for every issue and problem. Superstition and madness have penetrated the minds
of the characters, and poverty and external fears torment them. Appealing to
religious saints and imams is a solution to reduce their anxiety. The type of most
characters is benevolent, because they do not dare to disobey the elders of the

village in order not to be rejected from Bayal community.

-Conclusion

Ramazan, the main character of the first story, is isolated and tries to escape from
society. He is a nervous personality whose environment in Bayal makes him feel
anxious and insecure. Ramazan rejects his mother's death by reacting to avoid
acceptance. Like a homeless child, he is left alone and has fundamental anxiety.
For him, being away from his mother is equivalent to death. MirzaNasir, the main
character of the second story, has a fundamental conflict due to his father's
bullying and leaves Bayal on the night of Agha's death in search of his cousin
Zahra. On the night of the incident, he dreams of Zahra's death and the fear of
losing Zahra causes him anxiety. In the third story, the people of Bayal become
anxious after witnessing famine and the blowing of white winds, and consider
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themselves and others guilty. They try to find the reason for their anxiety in
external factors with logical reasoning and seek forgiveness from the infallible
Imams to get rid of their feelings of guilt. The main character of the fourth story,
Mashdi Hassan, is a neurotic character who is strongly attached to his cow. After
the cow dies, He cannot believe in its death. By denying it, he sends anxiety to
his subconscious. In the fifth story, Abbas falls in love with the old dog of Khatun
Abad and takes care of it despite the opposition of others. Abbas does not have a
mother, and his love for the dog is a substitute for his love for his mother that
reduces his fear and anxiety. In the sixth story, the people of Bayal try to reduce
the pressure of anxiety in their unsafe environment by taking refuge in the electric
thermocouple as a sacred symbol. They seek forgiveness for their sins by
mourning alongside it. In the seventh story, Musorkheh is a fifteen-year-old,
lonely boy who has no family and the lack of love has caused him to need the
approval and attention of others. The eighth story is about the character of
Mashdi Safar's son. He needs admiration, ambition, and power. His personality
type is domineering and always arguing and criticizing others.
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