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Abstract

This study, based on the premise that examining the literature and public culture
of'a society can be used as a powerful tool for identifying and analyzing the social
issues of each period, can help in better understanding the reasons for their
emergence and ways to address them; it adopts a descriptive-analytical approach
to re-read the social issues in the regional stories of Rasoul Parvizi and Nasim
Khaksar. Parvizi, in “Patched Pants” and “Drunken Gypsy,” addresses the social
issues of the rural areas of the southern region; Khaksar, in the stories “Seedling”
and “Bread and Flower,” focuses on the social issues of the coastal areas of the
southern region. The findings show that although both authors, considering the
geographical, social, and cultural differences of their regions, have addressed
specific types of social issues, both have critically and realistically attempted to
raise awareness in society by providing an accurate depiction of these problems.
Some of these issues, such as illicit relationships, addiction, child abuse, theft,
and lack of hygiene facilities, are seen in both regions. Issues specific to the
coastal area include divorce, widowhood and the vulnerability of women,
suicide, and smuggling. In the rural area, superstition, women’s coquetry, men’s
desire for variety, and polygamy are presented as social deviations and issues;
thus, it can be concluded that the type of climate is effective in creating certain
types of social issues and problems.
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Detailed abstrac

Introduction

The study of social issues is one of the most important topics in sociology, which
gained significance in the early twentieth century, particularly from the 1940s in
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the United States, and subsequently in other European countries. Over the past
three decades, this importance has gradually been recognized in developing
countries as well. "This branch of sociology, at a macro level, strives to identify
and explain the major social problems of a society. Sociologists in this field, with
the aid of sociological theories, define social issues, analyze their formation
process, and propose ways to address them" (Akbari, 2013: 4). Sociologists strive
to gain a deeper understanding of social issues by utilizing scientific and
research-based methods. These issues can include poverty, unemployment,
social inequalities, crime, addiction, family problems, and many other challenges
that societies face. Analyzing these matters requires a thorough and
comprehensive examination of various social, economic, cultural, and political
factors that contribute to their formation and persistence. Additionally,
sociologists seek to provide practical and applicable solutions to address these
issues. These solutions may involve social policies, educational programs,
preventive measures, and social interventions aimed at improving individuals'
living conditions and reducing social problems. Thus, studying social issues not
only helps to better understand the current situation but also contributes to
enhancing the quality of life and promoting social well-being.

Research Objective

The aim of this study is to conduct a comparative analysis of social issues and
identify the differences, similarities, and possible parallels of these issues in the
rural and maritime settings of southern regional stories, as reflected in the works
of Rasoul Parvizi and Nasim Khaksar.

Research Methodology

This study employs a library-based approach combined with a descriptive-
analytical method. The fundamental structure of this research involves collecting
and categorizing information, analyzing data, deriving findings, and reaching a
general conclusion.

Findings

Rasoul Parvizi and Nasim Khaksar, as committed and compassionate writers
deeply engaged with the social issues of their time, have chosen the themes of
their stories based on the problems and topics affecting their own lives and the
people in their surrounding society. By addressing social issues, they have
effectively demonstrated their profound awareness of subjects that are today
referred to as social harms.

A. The stories of Rasul Parvizi inherently address various aspects of social harm
in the lives of people during the 1930s and 1940s in the rural areas of the southern
region. Examining these issues indicates that the flirtatiousness and coquetry of
women who captivate men, as well as the seductive behavior of married women
who act with exaggerated mannerisms, inflict significant damage on the
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foundations of the family and the structure of society. This issue can pave the
way for numerous crimes and social disorders, an example of which is the
inappropriate and illicit relationships between the narrator of the story "Luli-e-
Sarmast" and other men in the house of an old woman who has a beautiful young
woman living with her. Honor killings also arise in the context of such moral
corruption, as Zar Safar kills his adulterous wife. In Patched Trousers, Ibrahim’s
father’s fondness for women and Akbar’s father’s secret love affairs ultimately
lead both characters in the story toward polygamy. Polygamy may have negative
effects on the stability of the family, potentially leading to the breakdown of
existing marriages and harm to children. Studies show that in Rasoul Parvizi’s
stories set in the villages of the Persian Gulf, polygamy has not led to divorce or
the dissolution of the first marriage. This can be attributed to the traditional
values and beliefs dominant in such socicties. However, the emotional
consequences of this issue have affected families, causing tensions and domestic
conflicts while also harming children. For instance, the polygamy of the
narrator’s father in Luli-e Sarmast has resulted in the destruction of love and
affection among family members, creating a hateful environment at home for the
children. Expelling children from home, showing favoritism among them, and
physically punishing them at home and school are forms of child abuse depicted
in these stories. Studying in impoverished environments and the pressure to
contribute to the family’s livelihood have forced some students into labor and
compulsory dropout. Easy access to narcotic substances in the region has
increased the likelihood of their use, as evidenced by women smoking hookahs,
guests being served with hookahs, students smoking cigarettes, and the
schoolteacher being addicted to opium. The ceremonial "marriage" of a barren
village palm tree, treating patients with the spit of a revered individual, the harm
inflicted by a mythical being called 4/ on pregnant women and their newborns,
and seeking help from a man with two wives for healing all illustrate the
pervasive atmosphere of superstition in this region.

B. Nasim Khaksar, in his stories Giahak (1977) and Nan va Gol (1978), portrays
the hardships of people who migrate to the Persian Gulf countries for work and
become involved in smuggling goods. Both stories effectively illustrate the
negative effects of addiction and drug use on individuals and society. In Nan va
Gol, the author compellingly addresses social and family issues, depicting their
impact on the lives of the characters.The victims in Nasim Khaksar's stories are
children and women trapped in poverty, harsh conditions, and helplessness. The
hardships of life, marital discord, and ultimately being abandoned by her husband
lead the narrator’s mother to lack affection for her own children—so much so
that the narrator blames his father for his mother’s cruelty. In these stories, the
suffering, wandering, and helplessness of women seem to have no end. In the
story The Dead Fish from the collection Nan va Gol, Mash Roghieh, after
divorcing her husband, lives with her son Majid. She becomes the temporary wife
of a man from Mashhad, but after two months, conflicts arise, and she is left
abandoned, forced into a life of uncertainty. This mother and son’s homelessness
eventually drives Majid into theft. In the end, Mash Roghieh, overwhelmed by
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the emotional distress of her divorce and the gossip surrounding her, takes opium
in an attempt to end her own life. The story Nan va Gol also effectively presents
a vivid depiction of women’s lives under harsh and unequal social conditions,
prompting the reader to reflect on these realities. Through the images that form
in the narrator’s mind, the reader becomes acquainted with brothels—frequented
by addicted drifters and vagrants—that serve as symbols of poverty and social
injustice, where impoverished women, exhausted by nights of hardship, reside.
The story’s characters, such as a young woman who experiences her second
divorce and Fatemeh, who is divorced for the fourth time due to infertility, further
illustrate the struggles and challenges faced by women in a society that denies
them equal opportunities. The story Bread and Flower clearly illustrates how
economic pressure and the poverty of defenseless women can deprive their
children of childhood and play, forcing them into the adult world with heavy
responsibilities. The narrator of the story is a young boy who, when his mother
loses her job, is forced to work to help support the household.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that although Rasoul Parvizi and Nasim Khaksar have
addressed specific types of social issues based on the geographical, social, and
cultural differences of their respective regions, both authors have taken a realistic
approach in their efforts to provide an accurate depiction of these problems to
raise awareness in society. Evidence from the texts analyzed reveals both
similarities and differences in

the nature of these social issues.

Unlawful relationships, addiction, theft, and a lack of healthcare facilities are
common in both rural and maritime regions of the southern climate. However,
there are differences in how these issues manifest and their severity across these
areas. Additionally, child abuse appears in various forms in both regions. In rural
areas, examples include expelling children from home, showing favoritism
among them, and forcing them to drop out of school due to poverty. In maritime
regions, child abuse can take the form of neglect and compelling children to work
and earn money.

Superstition is specific to rural areas, while smuggling is prevalent in maritime
regions. In rural areas, women's coquetry and men's desire for variety have led
to other social issues such as unlawful relationships or polygamy. Polygamy, in
turn, fuels familial conflicts, eroding affection among family members and
inflicting irreversible harm on children. However, due to prevailing traditional
beliefs, divorce and the breakdown of the first marriage do not occur in these
areas. In maritime regions, divorce triggers a chain of social issues, including
homelessness, loss of financial security, and forcing children into labor. In
extreme cases, emotional distress following divorce may even lead to suicide.
These differences stem from the unique geographical, economic, and cultural
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conditions of each region. Therefore, it can be concluded that climate plays a
significant role in shaping certain types of social problems and challenges.
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