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Abstract

In various modern literary criticism approaches, Persian texts have received
relatively little attention; however, these texts offer a potential capacity for
testing theories and identifying new approaches in the analysis and interpretation
of literary language. One such critical method is semiotics. This article analyzes
the semiotic model of Charles Sanders Peirce, one of the prominent semiotic
theorists, within the mystical text Kashif-al-Asrar in Abdurrahman isfaraini.
Peirce's semiotics, as a comprehensive and powerful theoretical framework for
understanding and analyzing signs and meaning-making processes, is employed
in this research to examine the ways in which meaning is generated and the
mechanisms of symbolic communication in the mystical texts of Abdurrahman
isfaraini. This model introduces three main types of signs: iconic, indexical, and
symbolic. In this study, the author uses a descriptive-analytical approach and
library-based tools to explore and analyze the types of iconic, indexical, and
symbolic signs in this work, as well as how they convey mystical concepts and
their impact on the reader. The findings indicate that Asfarayini's mystical
language employs complex and multi-layered patterns to express mystical
experiences and concepts, which can be identified and analyzed using Peirce's
semiotic framework. These analyses reveal the deep interaction between form
and content in mystical texts and the crucial role of signs in facilitating the
understanding and experience of spiritual concepts. The study aims to provide a
more precise and comprehensive analysis of the language and signs of mysticism
in Abdurrahman isfaraini's work, thereby offering a deeper understanding of the
methods of expressing and transmitting mystical concepts.
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Detailed Abstract

-Introduction

In recent decades, the application of modern literary criticism methods to the
analysis of literary texts has proven to be an effective and fruitful approach in
opening new horizons for understanding classical texts. Despite the diversity and
advancement of literary theories in the West, the application of such theories to
classical Persian texts—especially mystical literature—has received relatively
little attention. This is while many Persian mystical texts possess great potential
for adaptation to and testing of contemporary literary theories and can provide
new perspectives for modern literary studies. One of these modern approaches is
semiotics, which focuses specifically on the processes of signification and
meaning-making by identifying and analyzing the semiotic systems of texts.
Charles Sanders Peirce, the American philosopher and logician, is one of the
leading figures in this field, offering a structured triadic theory of signs. In
Peirce's theory, signs are categorized into three types: iconic, indexical, and
symbolic—each with distinct characteristics and relationships to its object and
interpretation.

This study, grounded in Peirce’s theoretical framework, analyzes the mystical
text Kashf al-Asrar by Abdurrahman Isfarayini—a work that holds a
distinguished place in Persian literature due to its allegorical tone, symbolic
language, and profound mystical concepts. The aim of this research is to identify
and analyze various types of signs in this text and to examine their role in
conveying meaning and mystical experience. Such analysis may reveal lesser-
known aspects of mystical language and provide a deeper understanding of the
relationship between form and meaning in Persian mystical texts. In doing so,
the application of Peirce's semiotic theory not only contributes to a more accurate
comprehension of mystical language but also opens new avenues for employing
modern theories in reading classical texts.

-Research Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical method, using content and conceptual
analysis of the text. In terms of purpose, it is categorized as fundamental research.
Data collection was conducted through library research, and data analysis was
carried out using content analysis techniques.
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-Discussion and Analysis

Isfarayini’s mystical language in Kashf al-Asrar is rich in signs that can be
analyzed in two main categories: linguistic and extralinguistic signs. Linguistic
signs include words, terms, and sentences that directly convey mystical
meanings. According to Saussure, these signs result from the mental connection
between the signifier and the signified (Safavi, Y+ +2: 1)7), Isfarayini employs
these signs to explain foundational concepts such as tawakkul (trust in God),
fana’ (annihilation), tajrid (abstraction), and taslim (submission). By employing
narrative and allegory, he provides clear and didactic interpretations of these
terms—for instance, presenting fajrid and tafrid as prerequisites for spiritual
journeying and self-purification.

Extralinguistic signs also form an important part of his mystical language. These
signs go beyond the surface language and relate to narrative techniques, cultural
references, and the semantic structure of the text. The use of repetition,
coherence, and internal references all contribute to conveying profound mystical
meanings. For example, when speaking of fagr (poverty), Isfarayini refers to the
Prophet’s (PBUH) view of poverty as an honor, thus symbolically expressing a
socio-mystical concept.

Moreover, symbolic signs hold a significant place in Isfarayini’s mystical
language. These signs appear either as technical mystical terms such as tajallt
(divine manifestation) and dard-e talab (pain of longing), or as symbolic words
such as zulf (lock of hair) and mey (wine). These commonly used literary words
are imbued with specific mystical meanings that require familiarity with the
context of Islamic mysticism.

Overall, Isfarayini's mystical language—through a dual-structured approach
employing both linguistic and extralinguistic signs—effectively communicates
deep mystical messages in a clear and instructive manner. When analyzing
indexical signs in Isfarayini’s works, it becomes evident that despite their
semantic importance, these signs appear with the least frequency compared to
symbolic and iconic signs. Indexical signs fall into two general categories: either
the poet presents the signifier along with the signified or its cause, or he merely
refers to the signifier, leaving the discovery of the signified to the reader. Phrases
like “a scent came to me...” indicate the poet’s indirect reference to a mystical
experience through sensory perception. Charts and tables show that indexical
signs comprise approximately ‘Y,o/Z of Isfarayini’s total linguistic signs,
highlighting the subtlety and allusiveness of this type of expression in his
mystical language.
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-Conclusion

In literary and mystical language, the relationship between the signifier and
signified transcends conventionality and enters the realms of resemblance and
causality; this transformation elevates language from the ordinary to the poetic
and influential. In Isfarayini’s works—particularly in Kashf al-Asrar—linguistic
and extralinguistic signs serve as tools for deciphering mystical concepts. Words
such as tajrid, fana’, and ikhlas can only be understood within their spiritual and
mystical contexts. Linguistic signs are terms and expressions carrying dense
conceptual weight and mystical presuppositions. In contrast, extralinguistic
signs—such as allegory, imagery, and cultural or symbolic references—expand
the horizons of meaning and bring the audience closer to intuitive experience.
Symbols like light, sea, lock of hair, and beauty mark convey meanings far
beyond their everyday definitions, signifying illumination, love, or divine
attraction in a mystical context. Through these signs, Isfarayini creates a
multilayered, intertextual language that guides the reader from the outer surface
of the text to the inner depth of meaning. His language is not merely a vehicle of
transmission—it becomes a pathway of spiritual journey and inner experience.
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