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Introduction: Inrecent decades, the rapid physical-spatial growth of cities due
to the inadequate distribution of urban services centers can lead to unequal
access to these services for citizens at the city level. To address this issue,
appropriate urban planning must be implemented to ensure the welfare of
citizens and ultimately achieve urban sustainability.

Methods: The research method is descriptive-analytical, and the study
examines the physical development of the city from 1970-2011 and the spatial
distribution of urban services. To analyze them, the entropy, Holden, and
Morris models have been used.

Results and Discussion: The findings indicate that the physical-spatial
development of Sari city was spiral and scattered, so that %82 of the city's
growth was due to population growth and %12 was horizontal growth. The
results show that the physical spatial development of the city is not proportional
to the distribution of services at the level of the city's districts and has caused
most people to be deprived of access to services in a fair and equal manner.
Conclusion: Urban planners can manage physical-spatial inequalities in the
distribution of services in the city of Sari with the approach of spatial justice,
and by designing and implementing appropriate strategies in urban planning,
the well-being of citizens can be prioritized to achieve urban sustainability.
Also, in the physical development of the city, planners should pay attention to
the future population growth and ensure the distribution of services to all
citizens in a fair and accessible manner by carrying out proper planning.

Highlight:

e Fair spatial development of the city can create the grounds for increasing
spatial justice at the city level.

o Identifying existing problems for urban planners and decision-makers can
create a better decision-making environment for providing services to increase
social sustainability and livability in the areas.
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