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Semiotics of verbal rhetoric in print advertising - Case study
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Abstract

This article discussing profound dependency between advertising and language, illustrates how
some of the rhetorical and semantic features of language are exploited to achieve the purpose
of advertising. Using qualitative semiotics and multi-case study strategy, this study examines
the relationships and functions of verbal rhetoric’s and signs and demonstrates the importance
of rhetorical and sign language in advertising in achieving advertising goals. Using Saussure,
Barthes, and Helmsley’s view of semiotics, this article reveals important methods in which
advertisers create meaning, such as metaphor. It also studies concepts such as “implication”
and “meaning” for the semiotic analysis of print advertising.

In this paper, we tried to collect all print advertisements in magazines, newspapers and
billboards in Tehran in the second half of 1396 and at first using a multi-case study strategy the
typology of verbal rhetoric’s was performed and the frequency of each was identified, and then
analyzed using the semiotic method.

After studying 287 print ads, it was found that the important methods of meaning creating of
advertisers is to use innuendo, metaphor, irony, and exaggerations with 84, 68, 34 and 33
respectively.
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