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Abstract

Introduction: The extent of the positive effects of tourism on societies depends on the persistence of
tourists. The longer the length of stay of tourists in a tourist destination, the higher the hotel occupancy
rate and the amount of tourists' spending in the tourist destination, and thus the tourist destination will
benefit more from the benefits of tourists. The persistence of tourists, and in particular long-term stay,
has become an important variable for all tourist destinations due to its positive relationship with the
total income from tourism activities. Therefore, identifying and being aware of the length of stay of
tourists and the factors affecting their persistence are considered an essential element for tourism
planning and management and the formulation of tourism marketing policies.

Research Method: In this study, the grounded theory approach was used. In order to collect data with
17 experts and experts in the tourism sector, in-depth interviews were conducted. The sample size was
determined to reach the theoretical saturation point. All individuals in the study sample were selected
with a purposeful approach and using the snowball method. Data coding and analysis were carried out
in three stages using Max QDA software.

Findings: The findings showed that causal conditions (including 2 main categories, 8 subcategories
and 36 concepts), contextual conditions (including 3 main categories, 5 subcategories and 19
concepts), intervening conditions (including 2 main categories, 5 subcategories and 14 concepts),
strategies (including 2 main categories, 5 subcategories and 15 concepts) and consequences (3 main
categories, 6 subcategories and 24 concepts) were introduced.

Conclusion: The results of this study, in line with the grounded theory, indicated that causal factors
included 2 main categories (local factors, the status of the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts), background conditions included 3 main categories (macroenvironmental conditions of
policymaking, programs, systemic approach), intervening factors included 2 main categories (laws and
regulations, formulation of macro policies in the field of tourism), strategies had 2 main categories
(strengthening and improving infrastructure, positioning Iran as a tourism destination), and
consequences included 3 main categories (cultural, economic and social consequences).
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